Wheeling Park District Chevy Chase
April 1, 1997 Referendum










































=



9,".*



X

B






Cgv
L=

=






I



fa



“ T,
T,
FRRAXRRR b
st

-



}
.1-:‘

e,
R R
.t - -
P RAVARRR " v
|| gt

.
Fad



*,
g

%
L
*.’ .
zx
*‘.
r..
L
: L]

n















A §

T — -‘—
’-——'. el
T e
= »
e — : =
’ - - ey
p—












LDD&%M%'E -
N




B ’!I‘l









Vg e




e

s
























AR o

COMMUSTY
RECAE AT OM

& AQUATI(
CENTERY
. U0
.Q“" _ RPRIL L
i
¥'s ————

= ALl

- -y

e .



%S
4-1-77



."‘ V;l’fmjr]s‘ of [ 77./"(*1(' / ‘,'/I('JS["

ID IT!! © WE DID IT'! & DID IT'
O EVER) AND DEL






&\CHEVY CHASE &.C.
WELCG ?ES

YES'  FRIENDS OF NG

"CHEVY C S 1453

L









Vit F@&N

%7
$-1-77



“" CHEVY CHA3 G.C.
. ELCO ES

VIS! FRIE DS OF O
305 CHE SE 18”19



2 Ky
&&N@ \b 7 ‘\\. 77

\?«\\&\FW

e



Rl ST S S R AN W
A S BN T
= Sl

E W

™
iy

Aol
(Sl

i

{0
.'/:'
7€

==



;- 7
o,



—

el 2

T




4197






@N&H&“&,ﬂ%

Nﬂ\z\(.m«( ;%QNFHN ’



WHEELI

VO ERS

E S&TEES OPE
MARCH 28 537 0 82

WRELING PAAK DSFTIRCT

[



il

T A% UDDMM VDM

?

[ = R
P OATAT JABL Al

wise were employed for longer
rlods than were younger prOJect
workers.” .

BON-AIR CLUB’S
NEIGHBORS ASK
Uit

'f‘hr‘ Ben-Air Cowntry ey n‘ cinite
hors *8Th ”"f’“ N Mon-
day. TI'.(:\ cha::cd e clun per-

mits .1s goif caddies 0 use lhe ad-
jacert land for a recreation feld
*thal patfons use the same land ior
a parKing 01, and izt the Bon-Arr
employes use i's for a rubbish heap.

The suit was BEled 'n the lLaike
county Circuit \omt at \\auhr:an by

E. G. Swansorn. h)lte m igh-
boring property. Guilcl,
operty., It

business l 'he

listed as} ers of the club Wil
liam [(Billy) Skidnore, Wiltiani John-
son, and others. The so-called coun.
try club is a cambined public night
club and golf course. It is situated
near Hall Day.

Chile Says Farewell to U. S.
Envoy; Praise Close Ties

{Couprignt- 1339 Br the New m“ T-m,,
QLANTIACA Mhile Tie.

.
h o

AP Tl T

Bt E

iry ) I

¥

o n

ambling in th
Alr Coun cu , formerly th
um nuyelub, on Milwaukee
avenue a mile north of Wheeling.
waa filed co lreuft
pourt yes utls,
owner of Ra.
hutis says e owns thirty of the sixty
mhares of .ock of the corporation
which has ased the property, paying
§9.500 for wo years, and that the
manageme it enduangering his in-

halment b permjumg gambling.

ch Pol ce Car Proves
Its  orth; Beats Stork:

Cne of aukezans new police
badio cars, elivered Monday, got Ks
Prst worko t early yesterday In a

with 1 k. Pollcemen Ban
and Uncan wece Dais
08 So0 h §o¢ streef in th
ity when nk Zyp - rished ou
pnd asked em to lakdgls wife
& hospital. ey de

2
pansic &t t ¢ Lake County Genr.
Jhospital ju  two minutes belo -
baby boy w s born to her.

COUNTY LIQUOR
LICENSE GRANTED
TO BON AIR CLUB

| A Take county liquor ii
to 1h

whose re
on Air Catering, Inc. by
W.lliam R. Johnson, reputed gambiing
czar now on hond pending appeal
frem an income tax conviction. Grant-
ing of the license had been opposed
by Assistant Attor ney General Haroid

J. Tallett in view of " the ki char-
acter of the club”
The license pmln was d by

David Van Patien, chairman of the
Lake county liquor control commis-
sion. who said that a recent inspection
of the club by Emmett Moroney and
Joseph P. Welch, deputy commission.
ers, found no violation of the Lake

I"mml_! liiuoa aws.‘ !a a; Ea

g

'SKIDMORE GETS
- NOTICE OF $10,000
DAMAGE CLAIM

Deputy Sherif{ Edward L. Dunne ot
Lake county notified the clerk of the
Clrcuit court in Waukegan yesterday
that a summons had been served ol
William R. Skidmore in & $10.00) dam
age suit filed last No

Deputy DUnnejwered Skidmor:
Monday in the Cifago federal court
house where hesds on trial for alleged
evasion of Incbme taxes. The Lake
county sul es Skidmore, Willlam
‘R. Johns who last October was
sentenced to prison for income tax
JSrauds; William Coldsteln, Skddmore's

rll:torru:s;r. and one Willlam R. Peacock

i lunersandpantiss interested in
n Milwaukes

E. G. Swanson and John W. Guild,
owners and agents of property adjoln-
tng the country club, assert in thy
suit that patrons and employés of the
‘elub trespassed on thelr property,
used [t as a playground, dumped rud.
bish and garbage there, used it as a
parking lot, and stri ped 1t of rish
(1718

] T8 TAXICAB T

Wallaco Goldheim. 25 yaar old, 660 Norip
State street, and BRobert Fry. 23, of 340s$
Southporl sreous, Wwetes sdlzed ryaterdas
after a ahnt fired by Policemao Jameas Hages
of the Chicags avenue siation ia the resr of
323 North Dcarbors stireet halied thelr m;a:
!n 2 stolen iaxicab.

visige anen

Johnson. a graduate of the University
of Wisconsin, received her law degree
recenty from the University of Wis
consi. She studied !aw while serving

i RS ISV e

‘QUIZ DISCLOSES

JOHNSON LEASE
TOBON AIRCLUB

Lake counly liquoglicania—ooiummil.

club. onday prior on

pplication for & 1941 lauor 1.
cense and learned the premises were
leased to Bon Air Catering. Tne,
Wiltiam R. Johnson., Johnson an-
William R Skidmore, reputed gam
bling cears, arc free on bond pendin:
appeals of cunvictions of federal in
come tax violation.

E. M. Wait, president of the cater
ing concern. told the committeemen
Joseph P.,Welch and Emmett Moro
ney, he gwned 97 per cent of the Bor
Air stock but sald the ownership rec
ords had been taken by the govern
ment for use In the trials.

The cqmmitteemen said they would
seek to obtain the records and woul¢
confer with other committee member:
before acting on the license applice
tipn. The club Is operating under it
1940 license, which expired April 30.
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But Go Lig
'mr\nﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂEQi

bhing man. appears lo be ha

¢ Light troutle up at \n

s Theater Eﬂun'??‘
Wheeting. ong
Johnson. who hegan h)s gam
career modestly 1n Lawndale
wno is now octopusing all ove
landscape, has been operatuing
Ben Air for three weeks now
isitors there on several acca:
ncluding ore this veek, have
ut.atle to do aoy gambling.

¢ hned help tell the visitor-
next week, o¢ the week after
management hapes to be ablc
fer the customers a chanch o
their luck in the breath-taking

casn-laking fashion 1o which
Johnson's 1ollowers are accus-

ut the game room ov the second
2 handsome chamber done in
and blue with a figured wall
e 1s dark, s indirect illumina-
dlce for the moment.
Clucks of Sympathy.,
is has causcd the wise boys In
ago to cluck in sympethy with

Jotnson's irabibty 10 get the ype caplain's man.
gambling .n Chicage.”

‘word to go. {or they know thal ther¢
i$ a sizable nut 1o operale 2 place
such as the Bon Air, an overhe
that s difhcult 0 meet out of the
diners, the dancers, the golfers and
the swimmers’ {ees. Revenue.
roulette and othcr games of ehan
~the chance beihg taken by the
customer—~would aid the moaaage-
men! considerably, the boys agreey

And there 1s Mr. Johnson, struge,
gling along. without even 2 slot ma
chine or a 26 dice 2ame In sight.

The story s that Mr Johnson ha
been the victim of sordid politics i
Lake County. Sheriff Lawren
Dociitiie has announred {rom tim
to ine :hat positively. detinitely
and what not. there will be no gam4
bling atl the Bon Air. Sheni{ Don=
little’s chief deputy, Thomas Ken-
nedy. 1s the Republican candidat
lar sheriff 1o succeed his presem
boss.

Kenredy is the odds-on choice fo
the sheriff's post at the presgn
wriung.  Sherff Doolittle is doing
cvesvtmng he can o push Ken-
nedy's cand.dacy. Keanedy, report
has 11 s afraid that If gambling

were permitled at the Bon Aur,
the cighteous Jolk of Lake:

sone o
Countly might lake umbrage and
another sheri!{. Hence to dale, no,
g0 wghy for the Bona Air.

But liow different is 1he homc
life of our dear Mr. Johnson. At

the Devhn, cre of his pambling
chain stores at Devon ard Lincoln:

avcnues, the cuslomers are rushing

in rughtly by the gross, eager lo

match their hunches against Ml
Johnson's mathematics.
Activity at Villa Moderne.

Ti=TELItie

T TTHTER
Fal

et,
on't Flas

e and 3 htsck ack table’
ters were on 1he 10D, But only
o of the youletie ‘ablMs were
mn; a play. The muramum play
with the 'adier allowed to
acer 10 2ent chips. oul the men
o yse 25 cvent chups as a mini-
m
A Cate of Undersianding.
Various other spets in Chicago
operating, as has been zoted :n
Daily News from lime 0 time,
the management at the Chez
e must understand haw M.
fnson fecls anout \re Zun Awr
¢ game room at the Chez has
n darik ever since voe mighl in
e course of the healed Apnl pri-
gry when Harry Richman, taen
pearing ut the Chez Parce, went
L and sapg 8 few songs at a
eliv-Nash political rally. By a
cidence the state’s altorney's
ice rawded the gdtnthing room
ere while the echd of Maestro
ichman’'s notes were still sound-

Operalors of handbooks through-
t Chicagn are dmng a tiee Dasi-
ess, too, but some of them have
en se\crely teprimanded for
pviog blackjack games.

“You'll have lo stop that™ said
"Wc dont allow

Oh, u'll

T A e

Over al the Vila Moderne, al

younger, c¢leaner-necked

crowd

ajghtly drive up the Skokie high-.

way 1o the county hne 10" {frone,

BON AIR CLUB*
REOPENS--BUT
FOR GOLF ﬂN%Y

y \{Now Known as
Chevy Chase

4
M ]
open once more—but only for ggll
1 w name §s Chevy Ch
ogel, fo aaflsta
the Chez ee,
maaager of Chevy
, &agx “We am going
o fealute golf, swimming and
very flne dinpers, There will be
Gbsolutely no gambliog.”

Voge!l, also & former comediag,
sald this with a straight face and
in seeming sincerity. The ciub
in its Bon Alr days, was & noLeJ
night ciub and gmmbling spot, run
by the Skidmore-Johnson Syodi-
cate. [t has been closed, however,
alnce 1942

Scolly Is Back

In the interval, acwtdmg to
Herbert (Scowty) um Chicago”
goll professional, who retums

to the head pro post which be |

held at Bon Air, the greens and
fairways of the 6,738 yard course
bave been kept In shape,

““Tbe fairways right now are
Just a8 good as they ever were,'”
Irein says, ‘‘and the greens are
the best Lirep’ve ever been.’’

Bl Miler, long regurded as
onc of the district's finest green
heepers, has moved fvm Brer
gate W Chevy Chase,

Was Quite A Boxer

Irmn, who spcods his winlers |
al tho Delray Beach, Fla., Coun-
try club, bas been professional at
Cld Orchard, vermon Ridge, Weslke
moar and Boa Axr, and Also ran 8
golf school at Heunel's. He
came to this country fom Scob
land (where he was featherweigat
voxng champion) in 1913, and
served in the Uaniled States aw

.

orps  (where he was feather
seight boxing champion) during
he fizst World war. He tumoed
olf pro in 1919, but still scrves
8 aprize Dght judge.

His nefghbors in Florida, in-
ddentally, {nclude Bobby Crwck-

shank, pro al Gulf Suyean, and
fommy Amow, pm at Boci
Raten, both of whom, lixe Irwin
umself, we¢ patlves of Edin-l
'rhem Days Gooe Forevesr

Scolty says that diaing and’
ocker room facilities will be
wailable, and that the cousse—
»ne of the longest in this ares
ind  with 11 water boles—
sater W toumaments, But
sdded wistfully thei he will @
de old days.

"“The eatly golfers would be,
soming out to tee off at 5:30 or 6
sunday momings,’” he said, *‘and
28 they got out of thelr cars
hey'd wave to friends who had

-

lgst lelt the night club and were
limbing iato their cws o g
. ome,"”
After ipzoducing us to Coarad
WcGratk, president of the club,
Scotty led the way thry the
sprawling kitchen, where & dozen
chefs used (o labor, undl & psir
of locked doors barred the way.
. We pecred thru into the deserted
night club.
Nostalgis Gets Him
"Qver there s the automano
stage,’” Scotty sald, “and the
gunbling casino was {n the room
deyoad. You know, Gertrude
Nfesen and Jane Froman and lots
~ of other big. stars used (o enter-
~ tain here.”

By this timse postalgis had him.

firmly in tow.
*1n those days,'” he concluded,
‘people wouwld drop in 2nd say:
"Toe place swe looks crowded
with all those cars., Hom about
1?* Aad I'd tell *em: *‘Go on out
aod play, Thoss cars all belong

! to the help,'*’

Green Bay Back Plays

and in Jesser numbers to patron-
ize the gambling. An aftendant n-
formed an inquirer that Mr. John-
son hag the pamblng cencession on
the second floor.

The game room is about 14 by 18
feet. There afe fiva reulenal
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EDITOR CHARGES
$100,000 GAMING
BRIBE ATTEMPT

Alleges Skidmore Otfer to

iy

Hush Opgosition,

Frank V. Just. publisher of the
Wauvkezan News-Sup, last night re-
vealed publicly for the first time
charges of an alleged effort by an
agent of the Skidmore-Johnson gaor
bling syndicate to bribe him with
$100,00¢ not to fight the opening ol &
gambling establishmeat in Lake
county.

Last Aug. 23 Mr. Just told this
story to federal investigators, and
eppeared before the federal grand
Yury four days later. He refuserd last
‘nlght to discuss the nature of his
;testimony before that body.

! Bares Gamiing Resort Plan.

Mr. Just says he told federal mvesu-
.z:.!ors that a man called upon him in
Muy, 1938, and represented himself as
tun emissacy of the Skidmore-Johnson

ey I\dlCdl? Skidmore, the man told the

Mopen the
"Brn-Air Cm.nlry Golf club,*north of

wryadotuxe gamdling house.
\\":thout sambhng, he added, the place
cc.uld net hie operated profitahly,

o SOT 31939 F3:

"*‘You have the only daily paper
in Lare county. \We want to estab-
lish  rriendly relations with your:
i paper. William Jchnson is comi
lin with Mr. Skidmore on Bon-A
' Mr. Skidmore has unlimited mone
[and My, Johnson Is known as t
*Square Gambier.! Mr, Skidmore
a liveral mz2n, and we know th
your paper is in debt over $200,000
: Revcals $100,000 Offer.

t Mr. Just said he told the emissary
that the paper was in debt Jess th
3100,000 whereupon, he said, the age
replied:

“One hundred thousand dolla
laid on your desk, in currency, is
lot of mouney--

The publisher interrupied, he sa
fg say. " Newspepers doa't tak
meuey frem you people.”

Yesterday state papers of incorpor
tion were issued to the Waukega
Post as a daily neywspaper. Il sta
jed publication Sept, 5. The inco
; poratlors were listed as \V. Goldsiel
Frank T. Fewler, and Frank T. Fo
ler Jr.

: Last migzht William Goldslein, a

Pattorney with offices at 140 Noy
‘Dearborn sireet, confirmed repot
"that he was one of the invorporator
He (rankly admitted he was a lawy
for Skidmore.

Says It's Personal Venture.

*The new paper is purely a person
venture for myself and my sons, w
attended colieges of journalism an
like myself, arc Interested in new
poaper work,'” he said. “No other grou
and surely note of my clients. neith
Skidmore not any one else, Is inte
vslad in .t

Mr. Goldstein said he had met Mr
-Just on two occasions two years ag
while canvassing the north sko
cities for newspaper fieids and h
discussed with him the chances
entering the field in the Waukega
area, N

BISHOP MIL.L CARFENTER DIGA, _
'’y

.



SPLIT OF BON AIR
GLUB PROPERTIES
1S SOUGHT IN SUIT

38i9 Bill Johnson'’s Brother!
Asks Division at Once.

- MAR 114949 £2
)
D S ivision of the”Hon Air

Pt alerd ey
. of William FE. Skid-
more ard Wiiliam R. [Big Bill] John-
son, was filed in the Circult Court of
Lake county in Waukegan yesterday
by John E. Johnson., Skidmore and
Big Bill Johnson long have been con-
sidered overlords in the gembling
sracket in the metropolitan area, John
{E. Johnson, Big Bill's brother, is &f
]Iormer assistant atlorney general.

The club, with an 18 hole gol
course stiached. is _partly .in .Laka
county and partly in Cook county.
The main structure stands on Ml
:waukee avenue st (he south «dge of
Lake county, Its existence hes been!
one of checkered periods of afBuence.
gnd shutdowns. The roufette ‘wheels,’
crap tables, chucksluck, and other
gemes have been at a standstill now
for more than s year.

Appolntment of Recelver.

John Johnson's suit asks for a pir-
titlon of the property equally among
those who may be enttled to shares
in it. It also peeks the appolatment
of 8 receiver to operate and adminls.
X ter it uctll such a division is mad

Named with Skidmore end Johnso
o the suif are Skidmore's wife
¥thel, Joseph Sperling, Weide
Kemp, Walter Hendricksen and h
wife, Helen; Willlam Goldstein, loo
an attorney for Skidmore; the Bo
Mr Catering corporation. nomin
owner of the property, and “any u
known owpers.” The suit savs t
club corsists of 11 parcels of real e
tate !n 2d4dition to the buildings, a
that the whole is under lezse to th
catering company unti) Dec. 31, 1343

The suit savs John Johnsen o
tained a8 one-eighth interest In t
property by quit claiom deed f
Wiilam Johnson last Saturduy,’-
says this chenge !n ewgership.
| recorded on Mcoday and asks

.~ v
~ >

he “partition of the property be
roceeded with at once.

Tenants on Property.

The petition says that Kemp ard
fendrickson and his wife mereiy are
¢nants on the property and have nos
~ther interest. It says that Skidmore
does own and may claim an inter
st in the club.

Skidfnore at present presumably is
areparing 10 go to i‘he penitentiary
st evasion of income taxes, His ef.
‘cris o escape & 30 months sentence
rave proved f{utiie and he was given
nis last 30 days’ stay on Feb 12

Wili'am Jehnson Jikewise was con.
victed And sentenced to prison 8s an
~eame lax dodger  He won a reversal !
n the Uniled States Circult Court of
Appeais. The United Statos Supreme
court, however, ordered the case re.

apened and Johnson may or may not !
~e trind agsin,

‘ . .- - PR
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A Life Newspaper
Week of April 10, 1986
Section 1 Page 4

Chevy Chase's Intriguing Story
Park District traces history to gambling and gangsters

by Laura Layton
Correspondent

Legends about underworld patrons and underground railroads weave Chevy Chase Country Club,
1000 Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, in a web of history and mystery.

The beginnings of the Tudor-style clubhouse are only told through word of mouth. No building plans
have been found, original owners have since died and many who could confirm the stories aren't

talking.

David Phillips, Wheeling Park District superintendent, began researching the history of Chevy Chase
when the Park District bought the club in 1977. Phillips said his research has been a continual
process and it seems "we find new rooms here every day."

"The clubhouse during Prohibition and the Depression was very exclusive and a very popular place
for entertainment, politicians, entertainers, floor shows, dance bands, summer theatre, theater in the
round,” Phillips said. "They had a beautiful swimming pool — and of course gambling.”

A few of the famous who frequented the premises included Al Capone, Mae West, Imogene Coca
and Vincent Price.

People who owned Chevy Chase

Chevy Chase Country Club was originally named Columbian Gardens at its first phase of
construction in 1920. The Knights of Columbus built and developed an 18-hole golf course on the
125-acre site.

The name changed to Windsor around 1934 and Terrill Realty Corp. took over the club, leasing it to
Kraft Foods in 1935.

In 1936, the building was completed, and the club was taken over by Tom Williams, reputed to be
the Lake County gambling czar, Phillips said. Williams remodeled the club, changed its name to Bon
Aire, and made it a gambling emporium. He was said to have made deals with the state's attorney

in order to keep up his operation.

The club then was taken over by William Skidmore and William Johnson. Skidmore soon died and
Johnson, a showman and gambler, operated the club according to Phillips' research.

As the 1940s arrived, Johnson brought in his brother Joseph to operate the clubhouse. It was also
said that William admired the Tudor-style architecture prevalent in Chevy Chase and renamed the
club for the last time. When William died, he left the club to Joseph. Joseph died, leaving the club
to his wife and four children who are mum about its history. Phillips said they operated it until the
park district acquired the club with a $3.7 million bond issue granted in 1977.

"We're really not able to spend a lot of time researching and getting a totally accurate time frame of
the club and how it went who to who, what 10 what happened, when to when it happened,”



Phillips said. However, he believes his timetable is as accurate as possible, he said.

Tour of Chevy Chase

On a tour of the club, one would find relics of an earlier way of life encased safely behind glass in
the main hallway. China inscribed with Columbian Gardens, a Bon Aire crystal ashtray, age-worn
summer theatre posters, a change-maker from the casino days, an ornate seltzer bottle, and old
tickets were among the items found when the park district began cleaning in 1977,

In the bar, several coats of arms line the walls. From the barroom unfolds a room that used to be
the gambling hall, complete with a barred cashier's window. The chandeliers and lamps that light
the club appear to be originals and help in imagining the way the club used to look and feel.

The ballroom, built in 1934, opens up full view beside the gambling hall. The stage was once
operative with hydrauiics that would raise and lower the main stage and raise a revolving circular
mini-stage in the center.

Behind the stage are old dusty dressing rooms of stars gone by. A wooden plank was found behind
the stage that lists the acts playing in an unknown year, probabily during the 1950s. Such stars as
Mae West, Imogene Coca, Vincent Price and John Agaz entertained that year.

A four-foot-wide vent at the top left corner of the stage becomes the focus of mystery and
speculation. It is the only entrance to a room with no windows and no doors. Reportedly, club
owners watched gambling proceedings through this inconspicuous opening. It is also believed to be
a room underworid patrons might have fcund a safe place for conferences or other activities. "It is
obvious it was not for the federal government or the police to find, " Phillips said.

Capone was here

There are a number of stories that indicate the club had involvement with the underworld and more
specifically, the Mafia. Al Capone himself was reported to be a patron of the club.

"The activities that took place here — the gambling — obviously influenced other activities,” Phillips
said.

More evidence that large supplies of money and a vast array of people were part of the club appears
upon entering the basement of the club. It is cbvious that one of the owners found it very important
to have excellent security for their storage rooms as evidenced by six-inch thick doors, some made

of solid iron. "These iron doors look like they're right out of an Alfred Hitchcock movie,” Phllips said.

Another mystery involves an enclosed darkened stairway with seven visible stairs that leads to a
concrete wall. Phillips said no one seems to know why the stairs were built, unless something used
to be on the other side until someone found it necessary to close it off.

Yet another display of history is found within the basement. Another legend with physical evidence
supporting that the club was the site of an underground railroad. A section of the basement maze
reveals a 20-by-5-foot debris-laden pit which leads to an underground tunnel.

"Supposedly the tunnels — from here go under Milwaukee Avenue to the Des Plaines River and then
over to the 18th green," Phillips said.

Snipped telephone lines dangle from the wall nearby where a 50-year-old pearl-button phone, now
removed for safekeeping, once hung next to the trench.

"The phone implies that there was contact from others to that exact location. Someone was



stationed there,” Phillips said.

Marshall Balling, Wheeling Museum historian, said he remembers the club being built during the
prosperous years following World War | only to be practically wiped out during the Depression. As a
bank teller in Wheeling during those years, Balling witnessed the rise and falls of the club under
numerous names as it bounced from owner to owner.

During the Bon Aire/Johnson era, Balling said he received thousands of dollars of gambling checks
at the bank all from North Shore society people. Balling said it was "quite a thrill” to see.

A not so thrilling component of dealing with gamblers arose when gamblers asked for their checks
to be stopped, saying the dice were loaded. Club owners and their henchmen found it necessary to
visit bank workers like Balling and advise them strongly not to stop any checks.

"We have means of breaking bones, they would say," Balling recailled. They were always able to
collect.”

Balling said Johnson created quite a showplace complete with showgirls who stayed in Johnson
mansion on the premises. The girls were treated like family and there was no monkey business,
Balling said.

Johnson got all the big stars to come and he set up an outdoor tent for summer events, Balling said.

"Stars like Buddy Ebsen and Joan Caulfield would come and rehearse. It was like a little Hollywood
here. It was really a great era,” he said.

Warfare among gangs. liquor smuggling up the river, a tunnel to hide from G-men and Al Capone
patronizing the club were all big stories of the time, Balling said, but he couldn’t personally vouch
for their truth.

"But | know that as long as Johnson could ‘deal’ with politicians and police, he could make money,"
Balling said. "It was a wonderful operation. Too bad it had to be illegal,” he added.

Police enjoyed show

Wheeling resident Marvin "Skye" Horcher was a caddy for the club during its Bon Aire days and
later a police officer for Wheeling from 1948-1977,

Harcher said he used to sneak up to the club with his friends to watch the outdoor entertainment.
He said Johnson was quite a polished gentleman, who was good to his employees and a fantastic
showman bringing spectacular entertainment to the club. Patrons of the club were required to spend
at least $100 a night on gambling, or they were thrown out, he said, adding that $100 was
equivalent to $1000 today

Restoration continues
Phillips said the outside of the building is high quality construction, however, the infrastructure is
bad and therefore troublesome. He added that he wished some type of building plans had been

found to aid their rejuvenation process.

Phillips said Chevy Chase has not been considered for historical monument status but the possibility
does exist.
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CHECKERED CHEVY CHASE
CLUBHOUSE HAS SEEN SOME BIG TIMES-AND HIODEN QTHERS

You've probably passed 1t.

If you've driven on Milwaukee Avenue between Lake-Cook and Oeerfield
Roads during the last 68 years or so, you‘ve passed Chevy Chase Country CLlub
or one of its forebears

The Tudor-style manor house graces southern Lake County, just over the
horder of Cook. It's always been close enough for Chicagoans to go out for an
afternoon or evening outing, and in Prohibition days it was far enough away
from authorities for high adventure

Mayhbe you've done more than pass by the sprawling gabled clubhouse,
banguet hall and ballroom. Maybe you've pulled into the parking lot (paved
this year for the first time) for a golf outing. Maybe you attended a banquet
during the '80s or '70s, a wedding in the '60s, a prom in the '50s, a Chicago
Ward party in the ‘40s or '30s, or playgyed some Catholic golf in the '20s.

Although the facade of the great gabled lady has remained constant, the
amusements offered by 1ts owners have changed with the times, sometimes
shadowy, sometimes sublime.

Since July 1, 1977, the Wheeling Park DOistrict has managed the golf

ourse and country club. Following the passage of a $3.7 million bond issue,
ve Park District added Chevy Chase's 120 acres to its previous holdings of 96
acres. The deal brought with it a faded jumho building and a weed-choked golf
course.

'*It was in disrepair when we got it, ' said Karop Bavougian, Park
District manager, who makes h1S headquarters in an oak-paneled Chevy Chase
office. '‘It would have been nice to take a million dollars and refurbish it
all at once, '!

Lacking that million dollars, the Park District continues to revitalize
and refurbish the club, little by little, year by year. Now weddings, parties,
proms, Rotary lunches, golf outings are all back. And bhack witih them are,
guests from previous years and previous outings, who find the place teeming

Wwlih memories. S
‘‘Nostalgia creates our atmosphere, '' said \Vern Verstraete
superintendent of golf course services and unofficial ous istorian

'‘Chevy Chase today echoes all thaose events that were in this building. T
think it's great that the Park District bought it and restored it. I‘ve talked
to so many people who have come here for weddings 1in the past. And generations
of the same families have had their weddings here. **

To trace the course of the country ¢lub back through more than six
decades 18 an adventure 1n itself: Some existing documents contain
contradictions, and missing documents create gaps.

Conventional wisdom, as well as a 1981 Wheeling Historical Society
document, indicate that the original golf course, called Cglumbian Gardens and
Country Club, was developed between 1917 and 1923 and was owned by the RNIgnREts
of Columbus, ENOUgh tNE K Of ——Sags—t .

Verstraete said an original UWo=stourg bUITOing was completed in 1923 and

rned down in 1876, one year before the Park District bought the property.

Columbian Gardens was one of the early developments in which homes were
planned around a golf course. The special interest ¢group that these particular
developers targeted were Catholics.

_An ad in _a 1928 edition of the XKnights _of Columbus _newspaper advertised

14 of 22, 4 Terms Pg 1 of Y4



10: 21 PM LI 0//702/7498 via SAVttax Page 3 u

. v
(4

ct : - CHECKERED CHEVY CHASE 11/17/91

the place as exclusivelg for Catholics. Restrictive membership was also the
hasis of rival Médinah Country CIub, €onceived about the same time.

But contrary to conventional wisdom, the Knights of Columhus says it

ver owned the golf course. John Hughes, who handles public relations for the
Knights of Columbus in Illinois, said, '‘Columbian Gardens was owned by an
outside group of guys who said, ‘Let's make this an_all-Catholic club. **°

He said the ad for Columbian Gardens—andCuuntry Club was placed—rmtne
organization's paper back then by a Chicago realty company

Apparently individual Knights were involved in various aspects of the
development, Hughes said. f‘But the Knights of Columbus owned only one country
club. It was in Twin tLakes, KWis., the Commodore Perry Country Club. °°

Alfred Bertucci, 75, of Highland Park caddied at Columbian in the late
*20s. Later he was superintendent of the 0ld Elm Golf Club in Highland Park
from 1958 to 1980. f‘Columbian was a nice golf course, brand new, ¢ Bertuccl
said. *'It had a long layout, yardage wise, with short greens. Pretty much
like it 1is today. "'

Bertucci also thought the Knights of Columbus owned it. He said the men
and women he caddied for were mostly small-business people, good tippers and
Catholic. The grounds_had.a.pro-shop,..caddy shack, small swimming pool and
clubtreuse. T
/// Sometime in 1928, during Prohibition, the country club was sold to
William *‘Big Bill** Johnson and William ‘°‘'Billy‘*' Skidmore. Over the next
two years, additions to the clubhouse included the ballroom, several main-
floor dining rooms, private rooms upstairs and a labyrinthine basement with
dressing rooms storage areas numerous stairways and some tunnels.

y “Skidmore and Johnson ta e as a
night spot through the 30s, '40s and into the 'S50s. And what a night spot.

Rumors persist that Al Capone ran Bon Aire, that it was & hoodlum

ngout, that it was a front for the Mafia.

*‘Capone‘'s involvement is like a fish story, '' Verstraete said with a
smile. **It just keeps growing. *°

Literature on the Capone years also puts distance bhetween him and Bon
Alre, while Skidmore's name grows in prominence. Most bhooks that cover the
Capone years in Chicago mention Skidmore. He's described variously as an ex-
saloon keeper, a court fixer, gambler, junkyard operator, bondsman, casino
operator and owner of a 1,000-acre estate on Pistakee Lake in McHenry County.

In 1975, George Murray, the Chicago Herald-American‘s (later Chicago's
American and still later Chicago Today before folding in 1874) chief crime
reporter for 40 years, including the Capone years, published his book *'The
Legacy of Al Capone. *'

Murray wrote that Jake Guzik was Capone‘'s office manager in charge of
personnel and accounting. In mid-1929 Guzik replaced Skidmore, his collections
man, with Hymie ‘‘Loud Mouth*®*' Levin.

‘*For years Guzik had used Skidmore as a political fixer, '' the book
states, '‘to collect weekly tribute from bookmakers, casino operators and
whorehouse operators and to make the weekly payoffs to the City Hall, the
state legislature, the judges on the bench and the prosecutors in the state's
attorney‘s office as well as the state police. '*

Apparently by 1929 Skidmore was confining his operations principally to
ihis own gambling houses. '‘'He (Skidmore) was operating his own casinos, 1in
partnership with William ‘Big 8ill* Johnson . . ., 'f Murray wrote
~""0One of Skidmore and Johnson's operations was Bon Aire Country Club.

Alfred Kruger of Wheeling, 69, Fathel of Palatine Mayor Rita Mullins,
caddied at Bon Aire in.the early 308 "Kruger said he didii T kmow- Skldmole or

hnsdan, but he knew the manager, Buck Hendricks. ‘*‘I1 used to take moneg To—.
ne bank for him, ‘' he said. '‘They used to have top stars in the nightclub.
Alice Faye worked there. 1 remember a brother-and-sister act, Verna and Rollie
Pickard, who jitterbugged on stilts. The stars stayed at the old Union Hotel

Jn Wheeling. ' "
s

Kruger said he played golf with singer Tony Martin. once to cowplete-a T .
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foursome. He also remembers the FBI raids because of the illegal gambling and
alcohol. There could have bheen more raids at the Bon Aire, he said, *'‘'but when

ey'd raid, the Hartman House (& roadhouse) was the first to be hit. '

r{man‘s spread the word up Milwaukee Avenue, and gambling and drinking
paraphernalia would disappear into secret rooms, while certain guests would
disappear down back stairways and out through tunnels.

‘‘Yes, it's true, ' Verstraete said, ‘'The FBI raided now and then.

People escaped down any of several stairways into the labyrinthine basement.
From there a tunnel went out to the t8th green. '*

A large square plywood board on the boiler room floor marks the spot of a
long-since filled tunnel that probably led out to the golf course

Long, brick tunnel-like corridors snake under the entire structure, from
the men's locker room on the south end to the boiler troom, to open staorage
areas that now pulse with new air conditioning equipment in warm weather, to
hidden rooms on the north end, then west under the stage area to dressing
rooms for chorus girls, band members and the stars. The way is dotted with
stailrways.

Verstraete said a bricklayer who used to work at the club told him that
things were put into the building for illegal purposes. There was storage
space that not every country club would have. A barrel drop for rolling
barrels of liquor down a chute led to a large secret room beyond a false wall.
Bushes and trees obscured the view of the bharrel drop from the road.

Also among Bon Aire‘s legacy were spotlights on the roof to locate FBI
agents who might raid from the golf course side, roof-top parapets for
lookouts, phones throughout the building, . cublcles above the private dining
rooins.-- }afge*enouqn to hold a bed, ana a small window"” gpening- Ln_the antevroom
of the ballroom for gamblers to bug chips. T ~——

But as Verstraete said, stories from those days often are enhanced. From ~~

s findings, Verstraete believes that Bon Aire was not a hangout like

neola, the alleged former mob hotel on Mineola Bay in the Chain 0' Lakes
area. He thinks it was & storehouse for distribution of illegal booze in Lake
County as well as a place to make money through gambling and drinkinglﬂji322~’///
with nightclub entertainment.

H-ftveTe WeEre a lot-ofrCook-Courmty Wward fundraisers here, '* he said
‘'Lots of politicians came and went t(hrough here to raise money for re-
elections. '

Like Al Capone, Skidmore and Johnson were sent to prison for income tax
evasion. Skidmore died in prison. On Johnson's release on Dec. 24, 1952, after

serving 20 months in prison, he- retdrned to nunnlng Bon Aire unt;l he_ dled in
the eariy ‘t508———" SR m—.

Joseph Johnson was just the opposite of his hrotnher, Big Bill, Verstraete )
said. **Joe was conservative, a regular businessman. He took over Bon Aire in
the early '50s, called it Chevy Chase (named after the northern English
hunting grounds) and ran it until the early '70s, when he died. '°

Joseph and wife Catherine capifalized on the English manor theme to
change the image of the club. They were serious about purging the old demons
from the club.

According to Sheila Schultz, mayor of Wheeling, the Johnsans opened the
hallroom to parishioners of St. Joseph the Worker Parish for Sunday mass until
the church was built. That was in 1857 and lasted more than a year.

From the early ‘50s to the early ‘70s, Chevy Chase kindled glittering
memories with big bands 1n the ballroom, summer stock under a tent, swimming
1n the Olympac-size pool and dancing on the roof, The golf course was on the

—

professional circuit, Merstraete §aid, and he played there himseif- th ‘50s
A2 galf-prcFeéssional.

Rohert 0. Lewis and Franchot Tone were among the summer-stock s The
Dorsey brot ‘s brought their big bands
fff'UEVE’EE%%#E;_EF_%;TEEJETTTEQ%EEETTEBpTEUTWE’saxophone and clarinet there
with the Buddy Lane Band from 1956-58. ''We had big crowds every weekend. It

was_a bhbeautiful ballroom. We played a lot of standards, but in an uphbeat, fast
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tempo, '' he said

By the mid-'70s the club had fallen into disrepair, but in 1977 the

untry club embarked on a new era with the Wheeling Park District. Lorraine

Lark was then president of the HWheeling Board of Commissioners of the Park
District. She was a friend of Catherine Johnson and wanted Chevy Chase to be
preserved and restored.

The Johnsons orginally had planned to sell to a developer for homes, SO
they closed the club in 1975 and let the property go to weeds-the greens were
weeds, the sand traps were weeds, the pool's filtration system was weeds

‘*Those two ladies were something, *' Verstraete said. f'They both felt
strong about Chevy Chase and wanted restoration to become a reality. A laot of
Mrs. Johnson's history 1is here. '

Eventually, with $3.7 million approved in a referendum, Hheeling Township
bought the property for its park district.

Today, original blue vases still flank the stage in the ballroom
Original red and yellow glass chandeliers shed & soft glow on the burnished
gance floor, which vibrates with big band sounds every Wednesday night.
Weekends year-round are booked with banquets, weddings and dinner-dances

A pretty-in-pink bridal room upstairs serves the wedding crowd, the
refurbished Devonshire Room and Wayside Rocom stand in readiness for private
parties, and the Gable Room is open five days a week for lunch and dinner.

Mayhe not as pristine as it was 1n the ‘30s or ‘50s, maybe not
‘‘nouveau'*® enough for today‘s movers and shakers. Still, its wood
accouterments are polished, its greens are clipped, 1its mystery pervasive

Chevy Chase is a survivor: a treasure house of a people's memories.

Chevy Chase Country Club is at 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave.
708-537-2930.

, Wheeling; phone

0T0 (color): Kavop Bavougian, HWheeling Park Oistrict manager, makes
his headqguarters in the Chevy Chase Country Club.

PHOTO (color}): Stories of the Al Capone era surface out on the
fairways-as did some of the fleeing mob. Photos by Hung Vu.

PHOTO: The fairways of Chevy Chase County Club have been reclaimed
from the weeds that filled them after the club was closed for a time
1n the mid-1870s. Tribune photos by Hung Vu.

PHOTO0: Golf course superintendent Vernon Verstraete (left) and Karop
Bavougian, Park District manager, now oversee Chevy Chase

PHOTO: Dance instructors Tom and Agnes DeBartolo bring back some of
the memories of the big band era that enlivened Bon Aire Country

Club, predecessor to Chevy Chase Country Club. Tribune photo by val
Mazzenga.

KEYWORDS: SUBURB PROFILE GUIDELINE GOLF RECREATION
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WHEELING PARK DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING
AUGUST 3, 1995

The Special Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District, Cook and Lake
Counties, Illinois was held in the Devonshire Room of the Chevy Chase Clubhouse, 1000 N.
Milwaukee Avenue, Wheeling, Illinois.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Klatecki, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Commissioners present: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake,
M. Parkinson

Staff present: Karop Bavougtian, Director; Steve Pohlman, Supt.of Leisure Services;
Tom Busby, Supt. of Finance and Personnel; Steve Schiller, Supt. of
Golf Services; Tom McDonald, Greens Supt.; Roger Christensen,
Supt. of Clubhouse Services; Mark Harrison, Supt. of Resource
Management; Mitch Cohen, Asst. Supt. Resource Management; Trudy
Wakeman, Promotions/Special Events Coordinator

Present in audience: Judy Abruscato, Trustee, Village of Wheeling; Cheri Bentrup,
Wheeling Countryside; Dwayne Wong, Wheeling Daily Herald;
approximately 50 concerned citizens (a list of whom is attached to and
made a part of these minutes)

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/CORRECTIONS - None

PUBLIC HEARING
CHEVY CHASE CLUBHOUSE

The purpose of this public hearing was to consider the future of Chevy Chase Clubhouse. The
hearing was divided into two parts: A.) Informational presentation and B.) Public opinion.

A. INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATION

In opening the presentation Director Bavougian read aloud the Wheeling Park District’s Mission
Statement adopted by the Board August 9, 1990 and stated it basically sets the ground rules for
everything the Park District does.

Acquisition background The acquisition of Chevy Chase began in October of 1976 when the
Park District contacted the owners of Chevy Chase after it became evident that the property was
in danger of being sold for a high-density multi-family development. In February 1977 there were
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Chevy Chase Usage Charts were displayed on an overhead projector displaying function size and
type, rooms used, and whether used by residents or non-residents for years 1993 and 1994. 93%
t0 94% of the banquets held were for 300 people or less and 76% to 72% were for 150 or less for
the years 1993 and 1994 respectively.

Financial Alternatives Director Bavougian explained potential costs, methods of financing and
some of the ramifications of various financing methods.

Installment Contract - Park District signs contract at bank and receives money, the contractors are
paid, and the Park District pays back the principle and interest over a period of time by one of the
two following methods.

1) P & I paid through Clubhouse revenues. Assuming the issuance of a $1,500 installment
contract at 7% payable over a 15 year period, P & I payments would be approximately $164,961
per year. A 20 year plan would require payments of $141,589 per year.

Should an installment contract be issued for $2,000,000 based on the above variables, payments
would approximate $220,000 and $189,000 per year.

2) Use of the difference available from Limited Tax Bonds (new term for non-referendum bonds)
between the amount committed for P & 1 payments already committed for installment contracts
on the Aquatic and Recreation Centers. If this method is used, there would be no money available
for capital improvements throughout the rest of the district.

Alternate Source Bonds - A tax levy would be in place in case an alternate approved source of
revenue did not cover payments. If the alternate source does not meet the payments, and the levy
not abated, the tax levy would go into effect and that cost would be covered by all the resident
taxpayers and tax paying enterprises throughout the Wheeling Park District. If the levy went into
effect, it would wipe out the District’s Limited Tax Bonding authority (old non-referendum bonds).

Referendum - For Renovation A referendum would be held for a specific amount of money for
a specific purpose; i.e. $2,000,000 to $3,000,000 for Chevy Chase renovation. The question would
be put before residents of the Wheeling Park District and would have to pass before proceeding.
The downside to this is it would concede its non referendum bonding capacity, and all monies for
future capital improvements would be lost, as well as not being able to meet payments on existing
installment contracts including the Aquatic and Recreation Centers.

Referendum - Tax Rate Increase This would increase the general tax rate. This appears to be the
most feasible method to generate the required only to cover P&I payments without jeopardizing
existing financial commitments as well as any ongoing or future capital improvements.
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are my feelings, but I’'m sure they are shared by the hundreds of people who come for the country
western and ballroom dancing. Before I moved to Wheeling I would pass a sign on Milwaukee
that said "Wheeling - the village with feeling”, I hope it still is."

Shirley Ward McDonnell, E. Center Ave., Wheeling: "I was born and grew up 200 ft. from this
property. I ice skated on the lake, I roller skated on the sidewalk. The building is approximately
67 years old. To my knowledge this building is structurally sound. There was a period when the
building was not kept up and was a disgrace. If it were mine, I would repair it. Things like
heating, air conditioning, heating, plumbing, etc. has improved in 67 years. If you were to build
a new building today, without the cost of taking this structure down, which was built during a
period of solid construction, I wonder if the new building would last 67 years. ...There are a lot
of people in this room that have sentiment for this area. The Park District has done a very fine
job in restoring the building. People are proud to say they attend functions here. Please consider
what you will do here carefully."

George Kammerer, McHenry, Illinois: "I am a member and commission chairman of the Chicago
Round Dance Leaders Society which currently has a membership of 25 dance-teaching couples in
the Chicago area including all suburbs as far as Naperville, as far north as the state line and as far
west as McHenry and DeKalb. We have 12 associate members, 15 affiliate members and 5
honorary members. We are celebrating our 40th year and tried unsuccessfully to book this facility
for the occasion which will probably have 1,000 in attendance. We have our dances here three
times a year and bring approximately couples. We finally found a home at Chevy Chase--it has
atmosphere. It has something you cannot get anywhere else. We have an open bar at our dances,
the food is 100% excellent and the staff is "AA"., You can’t get a better person than Roger, and
his staff to support this facility. We have not had a nicer facility in the last 10 or 12 years. This
is the last ballroom that can be rented in the whole northern part of Illinois. Willowbrook 1is
owned and operated by one person and cannot be rented. Years ago I danced at all the ballrooms
in the Chicago area. There isn’t a place to go anymore for those of us who enjoy our activity.

I am executive vice president of the International Round Dance Organization called "Round-a-Lap"
which is made up of members of 1,600 couples who dance in the U.S., Australia, England, Canada,
all over the world. We are running out of places to hold our dances everywhere. Public schools
will not even rent their gymnasiums to groups. I have been a dance instructor for 25 years and
took off this evening to support Roger. Our dances draw people from Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana,
Michigan, and all of northern Illinois to this facility. We don’t take money, there is no
competition allowed. It is strictly recreational. We only pay a nominal fee to cover expenses.
If you raze this ballroom, you will be destroying the last ballroom available to the public. Our
organization supports a motion that this board does not destroy the last ballroom in Illinois."

Alfreda Enggas, Des Plaines: "This is not only a Wheeling issue. It’s an entire Chicagoland area
issue. I'm a real estate agent and years ago before Chevy was open to the public, very little was
known about Wheeling. This place put Wheeling on the map because this place serves the entire
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and enjoyed the parks. They may have not come to this building per se, but they were very active
in the park district and they never got into any trouble. Now it's a different time, if you have kids
that are drinking and driving, that a problem. They can come here. They don’t have to drink to
come here. My friends and I come here Tuesday nights to listen to the good, wholesome music;
we don't feel like we have to drink a lot to have a good time. The people are very friendly.
We’ve been here for the Cole Taylor luncheon where people come from far south and are amazed
by the beauty of the ballroom and the building. They look forward to coming here. If you want
to improve on it that’s one thing. But if you take it down, what is going to go up? Brick and
glass? You cannot duplicate the workmanship."

Dr. Ian Taylor, Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling: "I have lived in Wheeling for 38 years. Preservation
of old buildings is number one on my list. T helped start the Historical Society 25+ years ago.
The first thing we did was beat City Hall. They were going to destroy the old Village Hall. We
fought City Hall and won. We had the Village Hall moved to Chamber Park, and now it’s our
museum. When I heard of the thoughts of destroying this place, it irked me, but I waited to see
what some of the other people were going to say. I was glad to hear that some of the Wheeling
people here were not in favor of destroying it. It would be hard to replace a building like this.
Too many old buildings in Wheeling have already been destroyed. As a senior citizen I don’t want
to see taxes go up, but they will regardless of what is done to this building.”

Director Bavougian responded to Dr. Taylor’s questions on percentages of use of the room that the
District would like to see more bookings regardless of whether the facility was renovated or re-
built. An alternative question would be whether another banquet facility be put up or would
whatever is built be geared to golf course function.

Dr. Taylor stated he thoroughly recommended to the Board that the building not be torn down
under any circumstances unless the architects can prove that major problems will be uncovered
when renovating. He recommended the audience be given fact notes and figures to look at.
Director Bavougian said this could be done.

Ruth Lo Coco, Buckboard Dr., Wheeling: "I lived here for S years. I had not been involved with
the Park District until a year ago when I began attending the Country Western dances and they
have been a tremendous change in my life. I'm healthier, I have a social life, I love it here, I love
the people here. 1 didn’t think of the historical value of the building when I came here tonight.
I am in favor of keeping these buildings up. Fund raisers would be a great idea!"

James Scalfani, Marquette Pl., Wheeling: "I have lived in Wheeling for 12 years. Before that I
lived in upstate New York in a very historical part of the country, and they would never think of
doing what is proposed here because they have a respect for history and architecture. Up to this
point everyone has spoke of the past. I tend to look at the future. ...whatever is done
architecturally compatible with what is here already. ..It really is a landmark in the area. It
would be nice to have the theater come back to live. This is an important building and it’s the best
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Laurel Anderson, Strong St., Wheeling: "This is something that is going to effect this town for
a long, long time. There is no quick fix and you have to think of what is going to happen years
down the road too." She requested a copy of the minutes and financial information.

Dennis Toomey, dance instructor, Cary: "There’s not another building in the Mid-west like it.
If we had a plan, it would pay for itself. ...People come from all over."

President Klatecki: "Whatever happens here, it the Wheeling tax payers who will have to pay."

Thomas Dudan, Schiller Park: "I go to other dances in smoke-filled rooms. I can bring my
daughter here on Sunday for family dances. I hardly knew anything about Wheeling before Chevy
Chase before coming here three years ago for the dances. Now I am here every Monday and
Tuesday night. If you had it five nights a week, I would be here. It’s good and wholesome
community entertainment...kids are here dancing instead of out drinking. What can you point to
in Wheeling for distinction? What’s Wheeling going to be like without Chevy Chase. Where
there’s a will there’s a way. Do you want to be the Board remembered as the one that tore down
Chevy Chase? Repair it and they will come. Advertise and they will come. I have never heard
any advertisements on the radio for Chevy Chase yet dancers come. Imagine if it were advertised!
Many places advertise on radio station U.S. 99. 1 think your community benefits from the dances
by bringing in revenues from non-residents.

Each one of the people who came to the podium has made a valid point. You can renovate this
place and make it self sufficient so that residents won’t have to worry about taxes going up."

President Klatecki: "Since this Board was elected in 1984, the ratio of profits for this building and
the golf course has steadily increased. We have not made up our minds, we want community
input. ...We are responsible for the voters of Wheeling. We would like to be remembered as the
Board that provided the Aquatic and Recreation Centers. We would also like to be remembered
as the Board who listened to the citizens...who took chances to do what we felt right based upon
what we heard. Some of the comments now are pre-judging our decision."

People from the audience asked how many aquatic centers as opposed to ballrooms are in lilinois.
Some said they pay taxes for but do not use the Aquatic Center, only the baliroom, and wouldn’t
mind if taxes went up for Chevy Chase.

Bill Dunbar, Northbrook: "..has banked in Wheeling 30 years, ...flies out of Palwaukee,
...frequently is in Wheeling, ...felt Wheeling has done a lot with the tax dollars , ...comes for
dancing, ...Chevy Chase has excellent environment for people’s enjoyment--regardless of age,
...fund raisers could help keep taxes down, ...there are people out of the district that would be
willing to contribute to the renovation.

Dr. Taylor: suggested charging non-resident dancers more.
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James Scalfani: "Consider making the ballroom as it was years ago, perhaps with a dinner/theater,
big name bands, or country western acts that travel around the country. This would generate more
than people who are coming here just to dance. Have corporate sponsorships been considered?
I have no interest in dancing, only preserving the building.”

Director Bavougian: Questioned whether this is a role for a government agency to take. The
question needs to be addressed.

Judy Abruscato, Trustee, Village of Wheeling: "As elected officials, we have a public hearing so
that you can bring your information. ...As a park board your main interest is what is good for the
residents of Wheeling ...we have to look at what is good for 30,000, not what is good for 500
residents. Personally, I would not like the building to come down. People I spoke with today do
not want the building to come down, but we know that the confidence we have given the Board
will enable you to make the best decision for everyone. We will give you our 100% support for
what you need to do. The hardest thing to do is to please 30,000 residents. I thank you for all
the work you have done and for what you have brought into our village. You took that step to
bring something that compliments the Village. We have confidence that you will do what is good
for all of us."

The audience asked what the opinion was of each commissioner.

Commissioner Klumpp: "I have not made a total decision. The baliroom is my favorite part of
the facility. But, because of dollars and cents, I don’t know if we can save it."

Commissioner Webber: "This is the building that residents love to be associated with, but seldom
utilize the facility. This building serves a lot of purposes beside dances: business meetings,
Chamber of Commerce, outsiders who rent the facilities, car and antique shows, school functions.
It does serve the community; however, the usage is predominantly from non-residents. ...We have
to look to the future. We appreciate the revenue the dances have brought in, but its continuance
is not guaranteed. We advertise, but most of the business is based on impulse."

Monies on an annual basis have been put into the building to make improvements. Our biggest
problem is a philosophy--are we a golf course?, a banquet facility? Do we want something to
compliment the banquet facility? De we need a 56,000 sq. ft. building with a second story which
is not used often and is not easily accessible? Due to the American Disability Act, elevators have
to be installed, etc. to come into compliance with federal regulations. There are a lot of things to
consider. It’s not an easy choice; and I am not sure which way i want to go yet. I have a strong
desire to utilize this entire building, but major things would have to be done, such as correcting
the traffic flow from one end of the building to the other during multiple functions, which now
requires one to exit and re-enter the building."
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General Discussion

In response to questions from the audience, taxes may have to be raised in order to do any major
work to Chevy Chase. Present income from the facility is spent for maintenance only. There is
no definite figure for the difference between renovating the building and rebuilding it because it
would depend upon what type of facility is rebuilt. The figures that were given in the study were
on options of rebuilding a building comparable to the existing one. It gave the Board an avenue
to make a determination of what costs would be. The Board must make the decision as to whether
1o stay in the dance/banquet business and is trying to get input to help make that decision. If the
decision is made not to stay in this business, then the building will not be replaced and it is not
known at this time what would be built in its place.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Commissioner Melamed moved, seconded by Commissioner
Webber, to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 p.m.

Motion carried by voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Karop T. Bavougian
Secretary

Approved this day of ,1995
Board of Commissioners
Wheeling Park District
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Wheeling residents

speak out

to save historic country club

By Dwayne T. WoNG
Daily Herald Stafl Writer

A record crowd Thursday told
Wheeling Park District officials that
the Chevy Chase Country Club was
a historic building that should be
kept standing in the future.

A crowd of about 50 people told the
Wheeling Park District board that
they should renovate the 78-year-old
building at 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave.

“One of the things that keeps
Wheeling a village still is Chevy
Chase. This is a pulsating, life-
affirming commumty center,” said
resident Darlene Brill.

Park officials held the advisory
meeting to hear opinions of resi-
dents and others who use the build-
ing to decide its future.

Park commissioners are consider-
ing renovating the club at a cost of
$2.76 million, razing it and building a
new one for $2 24 million, or con-
structing a 500-seat banquet facility
for $2.7 million.

Many in the audience, the largest
for a park board meeting in recent
memory, were from other communi-
ties and use the club for ballroom or
country and western dancing.

“By now you realize this isn’t just

a Wheeling issue, it's a whole area
issue. This building put Wheeling on
the map,” said Alfreda Enggas of
Des Plaines.

Wheeling park commissioners
told the audience that they were
uncertain what action they would
take and no decision had been
made.

“We’re at the point where the
building needs a lot of work. The
question is what do we do,” said
park board President Francine
Melamed.

Park officials also said that some
sort of tax increase may be needed
to fund whatever option they select.

A six-month, $17,000 study done
for the park district noted that the
building needed $2.7 million in
repairs to its heating and electrical
systems along with other infrastruc-
ture work. However, the building is
still structurally sound and hosts
numerous dances, wedding recep-
tions and other meetings.

Park officials said the club is
booked with engagements until
next year, and whatever plan is
decided upon will not be put into
effect before 1997, Park officials
indicated they will hold another
meeting but didn’t set a date.
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Chevy Chase has
history, but will
that save it?

By CHERI BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

Many people who enjoy
dancing at the Chevy Chase
ballrcom told park commis-
sioners last week they don’t
want to see the building
razed.

But most of those were not

heeling residents, who
would end up footing the bill
if the district decides to un-
dertake expensive renova-
tions.

The Park Board met in a
special session Aug. 3 to
gather public input on the
fate of Chevy Chase Club-
house at 1000 N. Milwaukee
Ave,

An architectural study
completed last year esti-
mated it would cost $2.76 mil-
lion to renovate the building
and bring it up to code.

Other options for the Park
Board are to raze the building
and keep the Gable Room to
serve golfers, or to raze the
building and construct a new
15,000-square-foot banquet
facility, expected to cost
about $3 million.

Those attending the meet-
ing, mostly non-residents,
commented on the building's
history, beauty and memo-
ries.

George Kammerer of

cHenry, a dance club mem-
ber, said Chevy Chase has an
atmosphere that can’t be
found anywhere else.

“'We come here three times
a Yyear, bring approximately
100 couples and have a won-

derful time,” Kammerer said.
“The food is excellent, the
staff is double that. This is
the last ballroom in the
northern part of Illinois.”

Thomas Dudan of Schiller
Park said he’s a faithful coun-
try line dancer at Chevy
Chase.

“Do you want to be remem-
bered as the board who took
away Chevy Chase?” Dudan
asked. I think your commu-
nity is benefiting by having
Chevy Chase.”

Wheeling resident and
Plan Cormnmissioner Otis Hed-
lund said he remembers cam-
paigning for the Park
District’s 1977 $3.7 million re-
ferendum to purchase the
property, and doesn’t want to
see history destroyed.

“This is a mnice, sound
building. It's a landmark in

- the area. It’s something ev-

eryone recognizes,” Hedlund
said. “We've got a piece of
history here.”

Dr. Jan Taylor, a retired
Wheeling veterinarian, said
too many historical buildings
already have been destroyed
in the village. “I thoroughly
recommend we do not tear
this building down under any
circumstances,” he said.‘\

After a few residents said
they don’t want their prop-
erty taxes increased to save
Chevy Chase, others sug-
gested the Park District could
hold fund-raisers to earn the
$3 million necessary for reno-
vations.

“Whatever happens here
(Continued on page 14)
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History
Continued from page 5

it's the Wheeling residents
who are going to pay,” said
Board President Greg Kla-
tecki. “It’s a tough decision
on our part.”

Board commissioners all
agreed they are not yet ready
1o make a decision on the fate
of Chevy Chase, but noted it
will be a financial decision.

They said the public hear-
ing was an opportunity to lis-
ten to residents, who
ultimately will pay for any
renovation or new construc-
tion.
~ “This is the building people
love to be associated with, but
they hardly ever utilize it,”
f)aid Commissioner Tom Web-

er.

Commissioner Dennis
Drake noted that only 15 per-
cent of the events booked at
Chevy Chase are from Wheel-
ing residents. “I don’t know if
I can justify that,” he added.

Kiatecki said there will
probably be at least one more
public hearing before the
board makes its decision,
which he doesn’t expect will
occur for at least six months.

“We're looking for input
from the community,” said
Commissioner Fran Melamed.
“We have no idea what we
plan to do.”
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’ Burning down the house

. Firefighters wait cutside for the go ahead tice Monday on one of the old structures at
. from Capt. Figolah (white helmet) of the Childerely Park, The dummy in the fore-
Mt. Prospect department during a fire pra- ground was used as a mock victim,

- T

Ruc Bagal

By Creso BenTaue
STAPY WITER

Many people who enjoy
dancing at the Chevy Chase
ballroem told park commis-
sioners last week they don’t
want 10 see the building
razed.

But most of those were not
Wheeling residents. who
would end up footing the bill
if the district decides to un-
dertake expensive renova-
tions.

The Park Board met in a
special session Aug. 3 to
gather public input on the
fate of Chevy Chase Club-
house at 1000 N. Milwaukee
Ave.

An architectural study
completed last year esti-
mated it would cost $2.76 mil-
lion 10 renovate the building
and bring it up to code.

Other options for the Park
Board are to raze the building
and keep the Gable Room to
serve golfers, or to raze the
building and construct a new
15,000-square-foot banquet
facility. expected to cost
about $3 million.

Those attending the meet-
ing. mostly non-residents,
commented on the building's
history, beauty and memo-
ries.

George Kammerer of
McHenry, a dance club mem-
ber, said Chevy Chase has an
atmosphere that can't be
found anywhere else.

“We come here three times
a year, bring approximately
100 couples and have a won-

Chevy Chase has
history, but will
that save it?

derful time,” Kammerer said.
“The food is excellent. the
staff is double that. This is
the last ballroom in the
northern part of Illinois.”

Thomas Dudan of Schiller
Park said he’s a faithful coun-
try line dancer at Chevy
Chase.

“Du you want to be remem-
bered as the board who took
away Chevy Chase?” Dudan
asked. "I think your commu-
nity is benefiting by having
Chevy Chase.”

Wheeling resident and
Plan Commissioner Ous Hed-
lund said he remembers cam-
paigning for the Park
District’s 1977 $3.7 million re-
ferendum w purchase the
property. and doesn’'t want to
see history destroyed.

“This is a nice, sound
building. It's a landmark in
the area. It's something ev-
eryone recognizes,” Hedlund
said. “We've got a piece of
history here.”

Dr. lan Taylor. a retired
Wheeling veterinarian, said
too many historical buildings
already have been destroyed
in the village. *I thoroughly
recommend we do not tear
this building down under any
circumstances,” he said.

After a few residents said
they don’t want their prop-
erty taxes increased to save
Chevy Chase. others sug-
gested the Park District could
hold fund-raisers o earn the
$3 million necessary for reno-
vations.

“Whatever happens here
(Continued on page 14)

Clubhouse has survived eight decades

By CHERs BENTRUP
STAFF WITER

Chase Clubhouse has been
lan 1ng along Milwaukee Avenue as
i Wheeling landmark for so many
years, no one seems certain of just
20W rahy years it's been.

A publication of the Wheeling His-

wrical Society states that the club-
house. then called the Columbian,
was built in 1917 by the Knights of
Columbus. Other publications show
the completion date of 1928.

Local historian ~“Marvin “Syke"
Horcher said businessmen Bill John-
son and a pariner named Skidmore
bought the clubhouse and goif course

from the Knights of Columbus in the
late '20s or early '30s, during the De-
pression.

“It was quite a place with a private
pool, golf course and some little
known performers like Bob Hope and
Bing Cosby," Horcher joked. “I was
just a kid then.™

Horcher agrees with rumors that

the Chevy Chase, then called Bon Air,
had mob connections in the Prohibi.
tion "30s. Johnson was later prose-
cuted and convicted of income tax
evagion, while Skidmore turned
state’s evidence, he said.

Though he never heard stories of
Al Capone visiting Chevy Chase,

(Continued on page 14)
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History
Continued from page 5

»+ the Whevhng resider:
wne are gomng 1o pav.”’
Board President Greg Ko
1ecky. “IU's @ wough dectsng:
on our part.”

Board commissioners ul}
agreed they are not yet reud:
10 make a decision on the fate
of Chevy Chase, bul noted 3t
will be a financtal decision

'I'u, said the public hear

ing was an opportunity to hs.
ten-.7tg, residents. whao
ultimately will pay for any
renovation or new  construc
ton

*This is the building peoi
Jove 1o be associated with b~
they hardly ever utilize
sad Commissioner Tom Wb
ber.

Commissioner Dennas
Drake noted thal only 13 jwr-
cent of the events booked ui
Chevy Chase are from Whue!
ing residents '] don®t know
1 can justify that.” he added

Klatecki said there w
probably be at least one mure
public hearing before the
board makes e decisin
which he doesnt expect wil
occur for at least six months

“We're looking for nput
from the community,” sad
Commissioner Fran Melamed
“We have no idea what w
plan todo.™

m Clubhouse
Continwed from page 5

Horcher said, "1 doubt at that
ume Johnson could have op-
erated without Al Capone'sa
proval They bought it wi
the -intention of creaung @
very fine country club. It cost
a lot of money o go there.”

Rumors

Park Board Presidemt Gre
Kiatecki said he doesn't kn
much of the history of
club, but has heard rumors
about; its- mob connections
"We've never verified any ¢
it.” Klatecki added.

The Wheeling Park Distri¢
purchased the building ar
golf course in 1877 from Wb
Johnson estate, acconding
Parks Director Karop Bavo
gian.

Park commissioners 87
now deciding whether to com

pletely - renovate the Enghs
Tudor style building for an ¢
timated $2.76 million or raz
it.

They expect 1o have anotht
public hearing, but no dat
has been set. Bavougian s2:0

Bétause the building 15 ©
the Park Board expects
dents fo question its offic
landmark status in an attemP
to save the building from th
wrecking ball But being
doen’t necessarily quabfy th
buflding fos the National Re
" “istes of Historic Places.

Schools

Tha'ssZe L

DIGEST

CAMPUS

cal students
aking the grade

vin Hough, a graduate of
eeling High School, will be
ending Minois College for
fall 1995 semester. Dlinois
llege, a liberal arts school
ted in Jacksonville, will
gin its 167th year with an
Ument of more than 950
dents.

uren Harrison, of
eeling, made the honor roll
the fourth quarter at The
illows Academy, an
dependent college
paratory school for girls in
es.

chael J. DeNoma was
ed to the dean'’s list for
€ spring semester at Albion
ege. DeNoma, who
duated in May, receiving a
chelor of arts degree in art,
the son of Mr. and Mrs.
es L. DeNoma of Buffalo
ve and a graduate of
ffalo Grove High School.

ng Grove residents
atthew W. Graham received
bachelor of arts degree in
ral arts and Christine A.
ggott received a bachelor of
ence degree in
nagement during
mmencement ceremonies at
ue Uruversity.

ffalo Grove residents
ichelle M. Rosinski received
bachelor of arts degree in
arts and Susan G.
ger received a bachelor of
ence degree in pharmacy
d pharmacy science during
mmencement ceremonies at
rdue University.

celing residents May
diego, an education major,
jved the Illinois
ternational Fellowship
ward; and Kevin Stone, an
eeTing major, received a
ational Science Foundation
t from the University of
ois.

thy L. Fine, of Buffalo
ve, has been inducted into
e Alpha Delta Omega Honor
“ety. Fine received a
ter of science degree in
an services from
ational-Louis University in
. Alpha Delta Omega was
blished in 1988 to honor
dents and professionals for
eir commitment to the
services field.

ce degree
encement ceremonies st
ois-State University.

alo Grove rexidents who
ved degrees during -
{Contimied on page 18)
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Raze? Renovate? Add? Club’s dilemma
to be focus of park district open forum

By Dwayne T. WonG
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Wheeling residents Thursday
again will have an apportunity to
tell Wheeling Park District offi-
cials what should be done in the
future to the Chevy Chase Coun-

Club.
commissioners are holding
nd meeting at the country
club at 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. at
7 p.m. to hear what residents
would like to see done with the 78-
year-old building,

“The intent is to get input. We’d
definitely like to hear what the
residents have to say,” said Karop
T. Bavougian, the park district’s
director of parks and recreation.

Options the park district are
considering for the country club
includes completely renovating it

for $2.76 million, razing it and
building a new one for $2.24 mil-
lion or constructing a new 500-
seat banquet facility for $2.7 mil-
Lion.

Bavougian also said that a 6,000
square-foot golf building with a
pro-shop and bar and grill that
doesn’t have banquet facilities
could probably be built for
$750,000.

A six-month, $17,000 study done
for the park district noted the
building needed $2.7 million in
gfairs to its heating and electri-

systems along with other infra-
structure work. However, the
building is still structurally sound
and hosts numerous dances, wed-
ding receptions and other meet-

ings.

Park officials have said they do

not have a deadline for making a
1

decision about the 60,000 square-
foot building,

They also have said that nothing
will happen with the building
before 1997. Bavougian said that if
a large number of people attend
the meeting, residents will be
given the first priority to address
the park commissioners.

Park officials have said whatev-
er they decide {0 do with the build-
ing the adjoining 18-hole golf
course will remain unchanged.

The country club was rumored
to be a former hideout for gang-
ster Al Capone and served as a
gambling ciub in the 1920s.

And while some have said the
building is a part of the history of
Wheeling's famed “Restaurant
Row” area of Milwaukee Avenue.
park officials note the club does
not have official landmark status
’\

~

S~
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Residents to talk about Chevy Chase

The Wheeling Park District Board will hold a Public
Hearing on the renovation options for Chevy Chase
Country Club at 7 tonight, March 14, in the Devonshire
Room of Chevy Chase, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. For more
information, call 465-2309.

At the last public hearing concerning Chevy Chase,
many who spoke were not Wheeling residents. The Park
Board has asked Wheeling residents to attend and com-
ment on the future of Chevy Chase, as they will be the
ones who will pay for any renovations.

| PIONEER PRESS Images/Neighbors

PARK PLEASERS

T he Wheeling Park District Board will hold l

a Public Hearing on the renovation

options for Chevy Chase Country Club at 7
tonight, March 14, in the Devonshire Room of
Chevy Chase Country Club. For more
information, call 465-2309.
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Residents offer remedies for Chevy Chase clubhouse

By MELANIE BALOG
Daily Herald Correspondent

A group of Wheeling residents
wants the Wheeling Park District to
preserve the 78-year-old Chevy
Chase Country Club clubhouse.

About 40 residents recently told
park officials their thoughts on what
should be done with the building at
1000 N. Milwaukee Ave,

“Chevy Chase is just something
special,” resident Laurel Anderson

said.

A consultant’s study determined
the 60,000-square-foot building
needs $2.8 million in renovations.

Other options the study recom-
mended include razing it and build-
ing a new 500-seat banquet facility
for $2.7 million, or building a new
clubhouse for $2.2 million.

Park officials also have said that
the district could build a 6,000-
square-foot golf building without
banquet facilities for $750,000.

“Eventually you reach a point
where you can only add so many
Band-Aids to one structure,” park
commissioner Francine Melamed
said about possibly renovating the
building.

Some residents said Chevy Chase
is known throughout the area as a
hot spot for country-western and
ballroom dancing.

" “There’s nothing like coming to
Chevy Chase on a Wednesday night
and seeing a couple of hundred peo-

ple out there living and enjoying
thgcrinselves,” resident Darlene Brill
said.

Park officials said the $800,000 in
revenues generated annually from
events held at the building, which is
structurally sound, won't entirely
cover its renovation costs. The dif-
ference would have to come from a
tax increase, they said.

Karop T. Bavougian, director of
parks and recreation, said if voters
approved such a tax increase it

would probably add $20 to the aver-
age homeowner’s yearly property
tax hill.

“Truthfully, the seven of us (park
commissioners) would prefer the
taxpayer make the decision,” park
board President Greg Klatecki said.

Park officials have said nothing
would happen to the building before
1997.

Wheeling park officials also have
said the adjoining 18-hole golf
course would remain unchanged.
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Save hevy Ch se,
turnout tells board

By CHER! BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

The handful of Wheeling residents who at-
tended a hearing on the fate of Chevy Chase
last week sent a strong message they are will-
Ing to pay more taxes to save the building.

But whether that opinion is held by a ma-
jority of residents is still very much in ques-
tion.

The park board held a second meeting last
Thursday to help it decide whether to reno-
vate or raze the Chevy Chase clubhouse. If
saved. commissioners feel the building would
need up to $2.7 million in renovations within
the next few years.

A first meeting was held in August, but
most of those who came out to defend the
semi-historic structure were users of the club-
house, not residents of the village.

Thursday's turnout had more residents, but
still disappointed commissioners.

“In a community of 30,000, we have roughly
36 people show up.” said Board President
Greg Klatecki.

Klatecki noted that a notice was published
in the winter and spring Park District pro-
gram brochures which were sent to every
home in the district. News releases were also
published in local newspapers and the Park
District advertised the meeting on its new
electronic sign in front of the Recreation Cen-
ter on Dundee Road.

“I wonder how much more we have to do,”
Klatecki lamented.

But members of the audience urged the

board not to read the low turnout as a sign of
non-interest in the clubhouse.

“I do think you're wrong when you say peo-
ple are not concerned,” said Wheeling resi-
dent Laurel Anderson. ‘‘People recognize
Wheeling with Chevy Chase, like they used to
recognize the Union Hotel, which is now
gone.”

Park District Director Karop Bavougian es-
timated a $3 million referendum to renovate
the building would cost the “‘average™ home-
owner $30 more in taxes a year. Park district
statistics show only 10 to 15 percent of the
people who use the clubhouse are Wheeling
residents.

Those who attended the meeting said that
is a cost they are willing to pay.

“I've talked to my neighbors and even
though they don’t use this building person-
ally, they don’t want to see it torn down,” An-
derson said.

“It wouldn’'t be a hidden tax. We can see
what's being done with the money,” she
added.

Wheeling resident Darlene Brill, who ball-
room dances at Chevy Chase, agreed that the
building must be saved.

~ “This building has so much history, so
much character. Chevy Chase is really impor-
tant to me, and I'll do whatever 1 can to keep
it around.” Brill said.

Board member Fran Melamed spelled out
the board's feelings on its choices. She said
the building has been “bandaged” signifi-
cantly since the Park District purchased it in

(Continued on page 21)

sioners wrestle with three options

0-square-foot

banquet

chased Chevy Chase in 1977,

Park Board in 1994, after an

grades, and many physical

hall. This option would cost
$2.2 miilion.

The third option would cost
$2.76 million and would con-
sist of renovating the entire
building.

Park officials, however, can

all cosmetic renovations have

been paid for by profits from

the banquet/food services. No

tax'money has been used for

renovations, Klatecki said.
The memories of purchas-

ing the clubhouse and being
P . - 4.
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architectural firm completed
a six-month study of the
building at 1000 N. Milwau-
kee Ave.

In addition to renovations
necessary to comply with the
Disabilities Act. the study

improvements such as re-
placing all 300-some win-
dows, building fire walls and
refinishing wooden floors.

Whichever option the Park
Board chooses, the Wheeling
taxpavers are the ones who




Hearing
Continued from page 5

1977.

“You can only put on so

any (bandages) until you ask

urself if we're spending
money in our best interest?
The question is how many
more (bandages) do we want
to put on?” Melamed asked.
“We need to find ocut what the
community wants.”

Klatecki said residents who
were unable to attend this
hearing can comment on
Chevy Chase at the board’s
regular meeting, held at 7

€ In a community
of 30,000, we have
roughly 36 people
show up.

p.m. on the first and third
Tuesdays in the Recreation
Center, 333 W. Dundee Road.

“When you make a decision
of this magnitude. 1 think the
taxpayers have to make that
decision, not people who have
a one-night interest in the
building” such as country
western and ballroom dancers,
Klatecki said.

But Klatecki noted there is
a cost in waiting too long to
make a decision. “The longer
we wait, the more it’s going to
cost. The study is already a
year old,” he added.

Options
Continued from page 5

Meanwhile, the banquet
and food services at Chevy
Chase are operating as usual,
continuing to accept reserva-
tions.

Although the Chevy Chase
was built circa 1920s, it is not
listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. To be eligi-
ble for the list, a building
must be of historical, architec-
tural or archeological signifi-
cance. The Park Board agrees
the building is old, but not
historically significant.
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Tap into the Get moving Save with low
kinds of credit fast with fixed or variable
you noed to get same-day rates, and no
what you want cash application fee

So you can gat loan approval the day you a
your cash in as f{ttle as 24 hours.

,\“,‘,) Get the aredit you need for the things you want, from the perfect
S e e + car; a big-sareen TV, or a vacation. It's easy- —you can borrow up to $25
on-ine approval gets you a dedision right away. With a personal install
your cash the same day. And Citibanks wide variety of loans and hnes of
and varizble rates, means you're sure to find a solution that's nght for you.
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' Chevy Chase notice may go out in water bills

By CHERI BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

Wheeling Park Board members are
on the verge of deciding the fate of
Chevy Chase Clubhouse and resident
Laurel Anderson wants to ensure that
the decision is made with the most
input.

Anderson, who has attended two
previous hearings by the park board,
said she fears many residents are not
aware that the clubhouse might be
destroyed, despite numerous newspa-
per articles and notices in the Park
District’s brochure.

Last week, she convinced village
trustees to consider inserting a notice
in water and garbage bills to alert res-
idents about Chevy Chase's possible
fate. Trustees said they would con-
sider doing 5o, if the Park Board has
no objections.

“I was trying to think of how you
get (information) to 30,000 people and
realized everyone gets a water bill
and a garbage bill. A lot of people re-
ally don't know it's going on,” Ander-
son said. “We're {rying to notify as
many people as possible. A lot of peo-
ple came out to the meetings, but not
many were Wheeling residents.

“Personally, I feel we’'d be losing a
great asset to this community and |
don’t want to see it torn down. I'd just
like people to know so they have the
opportunity to voice their opinion by
writing a letter to the Park District,”
she added. The public also can com-
ment at the Park Board's meetings
held at 7 p.m. on the first and third
Tuesdays of each month at the Recre-
ation Center, 333 W. Dundee Road.

The park district is trying to decide
what to do with the clubhouse. An en-
gineering study completed in fall of

1994 included a lengthy list of neces-’

sary .renovations, some of which are
required because of the Americans
with Disabilities Act. The building
will eventually need some work just
to remain sound, and when the park
district begins that work, it will be re-
quired to comply with the ADA re-
quirements.

On the list are 300-some new win-
dows, wider doors, handicapped ac-
cessible restrooms and elevators.
Renovations are expected to cost
$2.76 million.

Another option, tearing down the
clubhouse and building a new
15,000-square-foot banquet hall is es-
timated to cost $2.9 million. Demol-
ishing all but the Gable Room which
serves golfers and building a new
15,000-square-foot banquet hall would
cost $2.9 million.

Park officials say they would need

a referendum, that could cost tax pay-
ers about $30 a year, to save and reno-
vate the clubhouse.

Anderson said the notice would not
lobby for one choice or another, but
would solicit feedback. “I want to
reach the most amount of people in
the shortest amount of time,” Ander-
son said. “A lot of people say they
don’t want any raises in taxes, but
this is something they could actually
see where their money is going.

Park Board President Greg Kla-
tecki said commissioners are review-
ing the idea.

“We didn’t say no to her,” Klateckl
said. “We'll probably say it's OK, but
we'll want to review what (the flier) is
going to say.”

Klatecki said the board welcomes
letters from residents about the
Chevy Chase.
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Input sought on Chevy Chase’s future

By Bos McKEE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Wheeling Park District officials
know that they have to decide what
to do about the Chevy Chase Coun-
try Club clubhouse.

But before deciding athe fate of
the 78-year-old building that is in
need of repair, officials want get
more opinions from residents.

So, the district will probably hold
a third public hearing on the mat-
ter to collect more comments from
residents, officials say.

“We want to give the community
every opportunity to voice their

opinion,” said park Commissioner
Francine Melamed. “The decision
has to lie in the community.”

A study conducted for the district
indicated that the building, at 1000
N. Milwaukee Ave., needs $2.7 mil-
lion in repairs to its heating and
electrical systems, along with other
infrastructure work.

The building, however, is still
structurally sound and hosts
numerous dances, wedding recep-
tions and other meetings.

Officials have said that nothing
will be done to the building before
1997, for when some events have
aiready been booked.

Though no deadlines have been
set, officials say a decision can't be
delayed for too long. “We know that
these problems exist ... but every
year (that) goes by, that building
needs more repairs and it will cost
more and more money,” Melamed
said. “We can’t extend (the deci-
sion) forever.”

Options the district have consid-
ered for the country club include
completely renovating it for $2.76
million, razing it and building a
new one for $2.24 million or con-
stmcting a new 500-seat banquet
facility tor $2.7 million. Another
option would be to build a 6,000-

square-foot golf building with a pro-
shop, bar and grill, without banguet
facilities, which would cost about
$750,000,

District Director Karop T.
Bavougian said two public hearings
have been conducted to solicit
comment from residents about the
issue, with the most recent one
held last month.

In those meetings residents have
both favored restoring the building
and razing it, Bavouglan said.

However, more residents have
shown an interest in the issue, thus
creating the need for another hear-
ing, he added.



NAILY  MERALD
THURSDAY, MAY 2, /9%

Page 4/Section 1A

CLF

Save lovely ballroom

The Wheeling Park District is in
the process of deciding the “fate
of Chevy Chase.” The decision is
whether to renovate or demolish
the existing building. Wheeling
residents will have to fund any ex-
penditures for renova-
tion/demolition. There will prob-
ably be a tax increase, but in the
ballpark of $20 to $50 per year, de-
pending on the value of your prop-
erty. You would see your tax dol-
lars at work in the restoration and
preservation of a beautiful,
unique, old building with a lot of
class, history, nostalgia,
ambiance, etc. This building is a
big asset for Wheeling. It is good
for business as people coming to
dance frequent the restaurants,
gas stations. etc. This building has
the only wooden baliroom dance
floor in the .ar northern Ilinois
area. It would be a shame to
demolish it and put up something
brick and glass. The woodwork
alone can never be duplicated. It
1s a warm, intimate, cozy atmos-
phere even though the main ball-
room c¢an accommodate a large
number of people. It definitely
needs major renovation, for
plumbing, electric, heating, air
conditioning, handicap accessibil-
ity, etc.; but, if we can save the
building, it would be a definite as-
set. If you have never heen there,
call to see if you can walk through
the building. The small rooms ac-
commodate people for meetings,
showers, small parties, etc.

Please write the Wheeling Park
District Beard, 333 W. Dundee
Road, Wheeling, 1L 60090, to give
your opinion. Come to a Wheeling
Park District meeting, held on the
first and third Tuesday of the
month at the Community Recrea-
tion Center on Dundee Road, be-
tween Wickes Furniture and the
Wheeling Village Hall.

I need volunteers to help me
save Chevy Chase. For informa-
tion call me at (847) 537-2593.

Laurel H. Anderson
Wheeling
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WHEELING PARK DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES OF MEETING
MAY 7, 1996

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District, Cook and
Lake Counties, Illinois was held in the Board Room of the Community Recreation Center,
333 W. Dundee Road, Wheeling, Illinois.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President Klatecki, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Commissioners present: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes,
D. Drake

Commissioners absent: M. Parkinson

Staff present: Karop T. Bavougian, Director; Steve Pohlman, Supt. of Recreation;
Jan Buchs, Asst. Supt. of Recreation; Thomas Busby, Supt. of
Finance and Personnel; Amy Wachholz, Safety Coordinator; Steve
Schiller, Supt. of Golf Services; Mark Harrison, Supt. of Parks and
Planning

Present in audience: Earl S. Ebers, Attorney for Wheeling Park District
AGENDA - ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/CORRECTIONS - None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of Regular Meeting of April 16, 1996

Commissioner Webber moved, seconded by Commissioner Melamed, to approve the minutes of
April 16, 1996. Roll call being taken the following commissioners voted:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, G. Klatecki, D. Drake
NAY: None

ABSTAIN: F. Melamed, B. Mattes

ABSENT: M. Parkinson

Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Buildings and Grounds: None

Programs and Facilities: None
Intergovernmental and Community Relations: None
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OLD BUSINESS - None
SINE DIE

President Klatecki declared the 1995-1996 Board Sine Die. He took leave of his office as
president and asked that the secretary to the Board of Park Commissioners fulfill his duties.

Call to Order of 1996-1997 Board Secretary Bavougian declared the first meeting of the 1996-
1997 Board be called to order.

Roll Call Secretary Bavougian called the roll and the following commissioners were in
attendance: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, and D. Drake.

Commissioner Parkinson was absent with prior notice given.

Election of President Secretary Bavougian opened nominations for the Office of President of
the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District for the 1996-1997 Board.

Commissioner Melamed nominated Commissioner Klatecki. There being no further nominations,
Commissioner Webber moved, seconded by Commissioner Melamed, to close nominations and
an unanimous ballot be cast for Greg Klatecki to serve as President of the 1996-1997 Board of
Park Commissioners. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Presideﬁt Klatecki took the chair and assumed the duty of conducting the remainder of the
meeting.

Election of Vice President Commissioner Drake nominated Commissioner Mattes. There being
no further nominations Commissioner Webber moved, seconded by Commissioner Klumpp, to
close nominations and an unanimous ballot be cast for Bill Mattes to serve as Vice-President of
the 1996-1997 Board of Park Commissioners. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
Board Appointments - Advisory to Board of Park Commissioners

President Klatecki offered the following appointments for the 1996-1997 session.

Attorney Earl S. Ebers, Jr.

Treasurer Thomas A. Busby

Secretary to Board
of Park Commissioners Karop T. Bavougian

Director of Parks and Recreation .. Karop T. Bavougian

NWSRA Representative Karop T. Bavougian
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Commissioner Drake moved, seconded by Commissioner Webber, that the aforementioned
appointments be accepted and ratified for the 1996-1997 year. The motion carried by unanimous
voice vote.

Board Appointments to Committees and Liaisons

President Klatecki recommended the following assignments to Committees and Liaisons.

Board Committees Chairperson Members
Buildings and Grounds Dennis Drake Mark Parkinson
Committee Tom Webber

Finance Committee Tom Webber Bill Mattes

Fran Melamed

Programs and Facilities Bill Mattes Dennis Drake
Committee Cheri Klumpp
Historical Society Liaison Cheri Klumpp  All Board Members
Intergovernmental and Mark Parkinson Cheri Klumpp
Community Relations Fran Melamed
Board As A Whole Greg Klatecki All Board Members

Commissioner Melamed moved, seconded by Commissioner Mattes, to accept and ratify the
committee assignments. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

NEW BUSINESS
School District 21 Request - Whitman School

A letter was received addressed to President Klatecki from Arlen Gould asking for the Park
District’s participation in the acquisition of the 1.9 acres behind Whitman School, part of the
Union Hotel/Village T.L.F. project. The acquisition will be made through the Village, who has
not yet purchased the subject parcel, but expects to by mid- to late-June. Speaking for the
Board, Commissioner Webber did not want to make a commitment until the Board knows exactly
what other agencies are committing to, including securing the property and the purchase price.
In light of the current lawsuit filed by residents, the Board asked the Director to write to District
21 advising them the Park District would like to participate in the acquisition, but due to the
ongoing situation do not wish to commit to a dollar amount at this time.
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Commissioner Melamed moved, seconded by Commissioner Webber, that the Wheeling Park
District will be a participant in the acquisition on a reasonable basis based upon acquisition costs.
The motion carried by unanimous voice vote,

Communicable Disease Policy

Copies of the proposed revised policy, which would replace the one currently in use, were
distributed to the Board for review. Supt. Busby stated the new policy is more pertinent to the
Park District’s operation and would also replace our exposure control plan along with reducing
the size by half of the current policy. The revised policy was put together by P.D.R.M.A., an
attorney working with P.D.R.M.A. and other park districts, and modified to meet our needs. All
employees will go through training once a year.

Safety Coordinator Amy Wachholz answered questions relative to what is considered
contaminated and how such items would be disposed of. Questions were also answered relative
to shots offered to employees.

Commissioner Klumpp moved, seconded by Commissioner Drake, to approve the amended
Communicable Disease Policy as presented.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake
NAY: None
ABSENT: M. Parkinson

Motion carried.

Director Bavougian thanked Supt. Busby and Amy Wachholz for the time and effort they put into
revising the policy. He noted that this date will appear on page 17 of the Policy as the date
approved and as amendments are made will be updated accordingly.

Dump Truck Bids

Bids were solicited from three local dealers and advertised. Only one bid was received: Tom
Todd Chevrolet. With the trade-in the total cost was $17,415. Staff recommended the Board
approve entering into a purchase agreement.

A brief discussion was held relative to age of the trade-in and the replacement schedule developed
a few years ago. Each year the replacement vehicles are upgraded, and this particular vehicle was
being replaced at the recommendation of Parks & Planning based on miles and use.
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Commissioner Webber moved, seconded by Commissioner Klumpp, to enter into a purchase
agreement with Tom Todd Chevrolet for the purchase of a Chevy Cheyenne 2 WD Dump Truck
for the amount of $17,415.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake
NAY: None
ABSENT: M. Parkinson

Motion carried.
Heritage Park Shelter Bids

Bid Summary and recommendations were submitted by Supt. Harrison for the construction of the
two Heritage Park shelters, including the shelters and associated pavements, excavation and
masonry. The low bidder for construction, which excluded the separately bidded shelter
materials, was Reil Construction of Marengo, Illinois. Reil was also doing the work at Childerley
and staff was pleased with their workmanship and recommended acceptance of their bid.
Discussion was held relative to the wide range of bid prices submitted. Supt. Harrison displayed
plans and discussed materials with the Board.

Commissioner Webber moved, seconded by Commissioner Mattes, to accept the low bid from
Reil Construction of Marengo, Illinois and enter into a contract for the construction of two
Heritage Park shelters, per the bidding documents dated 4/3/96, in the amount of $47,456, which
includes add alternates one and two for the masonry columns and exposed aggregate pavement
respectively.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake
NAY: None
ABSENT: M., Parkinson

Motion carried.

N.LLP.C. Request An annual request was received from Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission (N.I.P.C.). N.LP.C. provides planning services and serves as one of the
Clearinghouse Review agencies for state grant approvals.

Commission Mattes moved, seconded by Commission Klumpp, to contribute $1,298 to N.I.P.C.
for the 1996 fiscal year.
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On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake
NAY: None
ABSENT: M. Parkinson

Motion carried.
FINANCE
Voucher List 5A in the amount of $330,308.80

Commissioner Webber moved, seconded by Commissioner Klumpp, to approve Voucher List 5A
in the amount of $330,308.80. Questions were raised on the following items: page 5 - Efraim
Carlson & Son, Inc. - partial payment for professional service; page 6 - Compsych, employee
assistance program - professional service, Supt. Busby noted staff will have a proposal to change
to another company at the next meeting; page 10 - L.R.K. Design - advertising folders for Golf
and Clubhouse; page 11 - Municipal Well & Pump - filling abandoned wells with non-porous
clay at Chevy and Childerley. Commissioner Webber noted that almost half of the District’s
expenses pertain to Chevy Chase maintenance and Childerley Park.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake
NAY: None
ABSENT: M. Parkinson

Motion carried.

LIAISON REPORTS

Commisstoner Klumpp reported the Historical Society had their election of officers and Frank
Schnaitmann remains president, Lorraine Haben and Marge Allison will be directors and Betty
Barry will be the curator for the museum as Sue Knippen has resigned. The installation dinner

will be May 22. The Society decided to open the Museum two Sunday afternoons per month and
will make and post directional signs in the area.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

President Klatecki requested that all correspondence be placed on file.
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VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS

Staff Supt. Pohlman reported the Day Camp registration is going very well; first session is full.
Staff will be discussing the impact that swim lessons have had on the day camp. The electronic
sign has been successful in communicating with residents as far as timeliness in enrollments. The
pre-season pass sale ended April 30, and on that day from 5:15 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. there was
$10,000 worth of multiple pass sales--meaning more than one to a family and about $2,500 worth
of individual passes. This was in addition to registrations for other programs. Employment
opportunities are still available in the Day Camp area, Aquatic Center staffing is complete.

Supt. Schiller reported the leagues have started, R.T.T.’s are into their season, and golf lessons
started this week. The grass should be back to normal by the beginning of June.

Supt. Harrison reported flowers will be planted next week throughout the District and turf
mowing has begun. Flowers will be planted around the electronic sign. Director Bavougian and
he will be assisting District 21 by taking an advisory role and setting up a workshop session to
help students of London Middle School prepare an application for a grant for the development
of London/Husky property. The school can apply for between $50,000 and $100,000 worth of
funds for the development of an outdoor classroom. It is hoped that the school and park district
can set up a mutually beneficial development. The masonry on the Chevy maintenance building
has been completed. The creek is being excavated for compensatory storage. The walks are
being poured at Childerley on the right of way and around the parking lot. Masonry will be
started tomorrow and the retention area is being graded.

Attorney Earl Ebers complimented Director Bavougian on his good work and stated it is a
pleasure to be associated with this Park District because it is so well run. There have been no
significant legal problems, and he did not foresee any in the near future.

Commissioner Webber stated that for the first time in ten years he was unable to attend opening
day of baseball, but heard that everything went well. All the facilities look good and the
construction at Chevy and Childerley are coming along great. A brief discussion with Supt.
Pohlman was held relative to the day camps and upcoming occupancy at Tarkington.

Director Bavougian reported he is working with the Village to clear up the matter of sprinklering
the shelters. The plans have been submitted to the Village for review, and they will make an
administrative determination whether the shelters are outside the perimeter of their ordinance.

Commissioner Drake reminded Supt. Harrison to keep Childerley on the mowing schedule.

eported she has talked to many people and has had articles published
in the Fencepost, and St. Joseph’s and another local church’s bulletins. Copies of letters from
residents written to the Park District have been submitted to board members. The people she has
talked to are not just dancers. There were some questions presented to her that she would like
the Board to answer. What will happen to the wooden dancefloor if the building is demolished?
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Perhaps it could be sold. What would happen to the black walnut carved woodwork? Are there
any floor plans or blueprints to show where the electric and plumbing lines and heating ducts are?
If a new building is constructed, will it last beyond 60 years? Concerning a referendum, there
could be a petition to put it on the ballot of an election or the Board may decide to put it on the
ballot.

Young adults (not teenagers) feel they have a unique place to go in Chevy, and there are not
many activities offered through the Park District for that age group. Ms. Anderson felt dancers’
opinions should not be just ruled out as they bring money to the Village when they use local
services. Can an extra fee be charged to the dancers and the money be put toward the
renovation? Dancers have indicated they would be willing to do this to save Chevy, a list of
those people will be presented at the next meeting. Hopefully some of those people will be at
the next meeting.

In reply to several questions on what would happen if the building is demolished: taxes would
not go down as tax money is not presently used for Chevy--it pays for itself; the Park District
would retain ownership; the golf course would remain; and some other form of a recreational
facility may be built in the future. Ms. Anderson asked if Chevy is renovated, would it be
changed or would the rooms basically remain the same. President Klatecki replied that because
a decision has not been made, these questions have not been considered. Any work would be
awarded through bids advertised in the local newspapers and the Dodge Construction News. The
architect would also put together a list of contractors that he has worked with or knows of and
they would be sent notices of bid.

The question also remains as to whether the Park District should be in the banquet facility
business. If Chevy was renovated and rented out, it would take too long to recover the capital
investment and would not be a wise use of the taxpayers money. In reply to a question, money
was not put aside when Chevy was acquired because there was none--it did not show a profit
until 1990. Residents were promised that no tax dollars would be used for the operation or
upkeep of that facility. If tax dollars are to be used now, the Board has to be sure it is for the
best interest of the community. The main thrust of that referendum passing was not for a
recreation center/banquet hall/dancing, but for open space and to keep out a multi-family seven-
story apartment complex that would generate a population of 18,000 to 22,000 people. Also, part
of that money was used for the purchase of Childerley Park. Discussion followed on past park
endeavors.

Ms. Anderson asked whether the Board’s decision will be based on the dollar bottom line or will
it be based on whether it’s an asset for our Village. She felt Chevy is an asset to the Village and
an asset that should be preserved. She questioned if the Park District is not in business to make
money, what difference does it make if Chevy doesn’t make money, as long as it pays for itself.

Discussion followed relative to a referendum specifically earmarking the tax increase to go to
Chevy. Based on experience gained from the referendums held for the Community Recreation
Center, some Board members felt that a referendum for Chevy would not pass.
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Again, the Board stated residents are welcome to offer comments at any of the regular meetings,
and there will be another public hearing combined with a regular meeting. She felt the Chevy
issue should be publicized by the Chamber of Commerce. Discussion was held relative to
publicizing the issue. Ms. Anderson requested the Board notify the Village when another public
hearing will be held so that it may be included in the water and refuse bills.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Commissioner Melamed moved, seconded by Commissioner Mattes, at 8:35 p.m. to convene into
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel. The motion carried by voice vote.

The regular meeting reconvened at 9:05 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Commissioner Melamed moved, seconded by Commissioner
Drake, to adjourn at 9:05 p.m. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Karop T. Bavougian
Secretary

Approved this day of , 1996
Board of Commissioners
Wheeling Park District
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Chevy Chase club could
fall to wrecking ball

Due to age and deterioration of the
siructure, Wheeling Park Distriet
officials may have to demolish the Chevy
Chase Clubhouse in order to build a new
facility.

By CHERI BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

Wheeling resident Laurel Anderson is spear-
heading a crusade to save Chevy Chase Ciub-
house.

The Wheeling Park District, which owns and
operates the clubhouse at 1000 N. Milwaukee
Ave,, is debating whether the building should
be renovated at an estimated cost of $2.76 mil-
linn or whether it should be demolished and a
new golf and banquet facility constructed for
$2.9 million.

“A lot of people still don't know it's in jeop-
ardy,” said Anderson, who hopes the circa-
1920s building will be spared the wrecking
ball.

The building needs many costly structural
renovations Lo bring it up to

sion the commissioners make, Wheeling resi-
dents will foot the bill.

“We're the ones who are going to have o pay
for any tax increases,” Wheeling's Anderson
said.

When Anderson tells residents thal renovat-
ing the ctubhouse could increase their taxes
$20 to $50 a year, most have told her that is a
reasonable price to save Chevy Chase. At the
last public meeting on Chevy Chase, park offi-
cials roughly estimated a $30 annual tax in-
crease to renovate the clubhouse.

“I'd say the majority of people feel it should
be renovated and is worth the expense. No one
seems concerned aboul the taxes that much,™
she said.

Whether residents want the clubhouse de-
molished or renovated, Anderson is encourag-
ing them to submit written comments to park
commissioners or attend a park board meeting
at 7 p.m. on the first and third Tuesday of each
month at the Wheeling Recreation Center, 333
W. Dundee Road.

So far, park officials said, about a dozen let-
ters have been received, most of those favoring

rencovation. The Park District

code and make it more func-

is accepting reservations for

ore g6 5 an el 61 say the i, o e gt ino
made Ig::;m:'iigap&ed:cces_sible majority of people boarc:; dfciﬂﬁil \:rulusld not b(;
as requl Y ¢ AMeEricans : mmediate. u Q pereen
With Disabilities Act. feel it should be of the clubhouse's activities

It may scem difficult for
residenis who drive past the
stately building to realize just
how much work is needed.

Roger Christensen, superin-

renovated and is
worth the expense.
No one seems
concerned about

are booked by Wheeling resi-
dents, according to the Park
District.

“They need the opinions of
the residents. They can't

tendent of clubhouse services, make a decigsion for 30,000
said the largest undertaking the taxes that people based on a few hun-
would be replacing the much,, dred comments,” Anderson

300-plus windows in the club-

said. “They could’ve very eas-

house, many of which are suf-
fering from deterioration and rotting sills.

In the main ballroom, the air-conditioning
unit cools the air but doesn’t remove the hu-
midity. In other places throughout the club-
house, there is cither no air-conditioning ot the
fans are so loud they disturb meetings and
functions.

“The wooden floor (in the ballroom) needs to
be replaced. It's been sanded down as far as it
can go,” Christensen said, adding that the
leaky rtoof and outdated electrical system
create other headaches as well.

Most of the problems were caused merely by
the building's age, but some can be attributed
to tack of proper maintenance before the park
district purchased the clubhouse and golf
course in 1977,

“The clubhouse is self-supporting. We don't
use taxpayers’ dollars. We are self-generating
and must show a profit, just like a business,”
said Christensen, coxplaining that the golf
course and clubhouse operations are run as
scparate entities.

Input sought

Park commissioners are wrestling with the
basic question of whether they want to remain
in the food business. While they have already
held two public meetings about the future of
Chevy Chase, they don't want to make a deci-
sion without the input of Wheeling residents.
Commissioners are hoping such input wili
come at another public meeting, for which no
date has been scheduled.

Unfortunately, most of the people who spoke
at the two meetings already held were not
Wheeling residents, but instead were outsiders
who use the clubhouse mainly for country and
ballroom dancing. Regardless of which deci-

ily just made the decision and
we would've read about it in the newspapers.
They didn't do that. They're giving people the
opportunity to tell them what we want.”

Colorful history

A Park District brochure promoting Chevy
Chase says the clubhouse, which was built by
the Knights of Columbus, later became an ex-
clusive gambling resort in the '30s featuring fa-
mous performers such as Mae Wesl and
Vincent Price. It is believed gangster Al Ca-
pone also visited the resort.

Although this little bit of lore is known about
the clubhouse, that doesn't qualify it as a na-
tional landmark. \

A potential landmark must meet one of four
criterion, such as being linked with an impor-
tant event or a noteworthy person. The struc-
ture’s architecture and design also can warrant
landmark status.

“It would really be a shame to lose it An-
derson said, adding that the clubhouse’s activi-
ties must bring in customers for other local
businesses.

Because most people who use the clubhouse
are there for an event that usually includes
dining, local restaurants don't see themselves
benefiting much from their proximity to Chevy
Chase.

“Occasionally you see people walk across
(Milwaukee Avenue) for a drink when they're
waiting for their event o begin.” said Tony
Onder, general manager of Harry Caray's res-
taurant at 933 N. Milwaukee Ave. “It's very
negligible,” he said of the amount of business
Chevy Chasge brings to the restaurant.

“They're usually going there for an event
and we're more of an every night place where
you can have a casual dinner,” Onder said.
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Anas Osnan, 18, a Northwestem University junior and

sident of the Muslim Cultural Students Association

ampus, reads the Koran in the prayer room of the
ociation’s center, where he and five others live.
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UFQs are real, sald that stuaies
have shown there is no increase
in sightings.

“But these movies are very
useful, because they continue to
ask the big question: Are we
alone?” Long said.

UVEL Wt 1viav irang 128010580,
Fydryck took two independent
reports of strange objects near
the same intersection.

“When 1 get calls of other peo-
ple seeing craft in the area, it

See UFOs, Pace 2

Fate of Chevy Chase
clubhouse up in air

By Jerry Crimmins
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

What is history in Chicago’s
suburbs, and what is it worth to
keep such history alive?

For instance, what is the
value to the 30,000 residents of
the Wheeling Park District to
keep these places in existence:

W A “deluxe gambling house”
operated by gangsters in the
1830s that comes with legends of
tunnels and hidden rooms?

@ A nightclub and theater that
featured, among others, Alice
Faye, Franchot Tone, Mae West,
and Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey?
M A large, chandeliered ball-
room that has been the site of
thousands of weddings, bar
mitzvahs as well as the official
ball for Wheeling’s 100th birth-
day?

All three places are the same
place, of course: the clubhouse
of the Chevy Chase Country
Club, 1000 Milwaukee Ave.

The issue of value arises
because the 70-plus-year-old
clubhouse, which is owned by
the Park District, has to be
either torn down and replaced,

or it needs about $3 million in
renovation.

If torn down, it will probably
be replaced by a much smaller
golf clubhouse in the $750,000 to
$1 million range, according to
Karop Bavougian, director of
Parks and Recreation for the
Wheeling Park District.

To gauge community opinion,
the Park District has held two
public hearings, one last August
and one in March of this year.

“Typically, no one shows,”
said Bavougian. )

He corrected himself to say
that about 80 people did attend
the first public hearing, but 70
were out-of-towners belonging to
country-western and ballroom
dancing groups who love Chevy
Chase’s expansive wooden
dance floor.

Stili, Bavougian and others
sense that the clubhouse is more
important to the community
than the residents are now dem-
onstrating. So the Park District
intends to hold a third public
hearing in the fall to see what
happens.

“The building seems to sym-
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Tribune file photo

Society marchers rally around the Gen. Logan
g the 1968 Democratic National Convention.

Inside

Prime pianists

Ramsey Lewis reworks gospel
music for the concert hall and
Herbie Hancock (right) is
melodically inventive at Ravinia.

ArtsWatch, Page 12

Shades of the past

Def Leppard lingers
in the sounds of its '80s
pop-metal past at the New Werld
Music Theatre in Tinley Park,

ArtsWatch, Page 12
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bolically represent a lot of things
for a lot of people who would like
to keep it here,” said Bavougian.

“It should be preserved so peo-
ple in the future can enjoy and
see what life was like in the past,”
added Laurel Anderson, a long-
time Wheeling resident who is
campaigning to save the club-
house.

The Chevy Chase Couniry Club
building, part of the Chevy Chase
Golf Course, also owned by the
Park District, is on the west side
of Milwaukee Avenue less than a
mile north of Lake-Cook Road.

From outside, it is a 2%-story,
Tudor-style structure. reddish
brick on the first floor, with a
white stucco and dark brown
wood frame second floor and

attie.

Inside the first floor, it is about
50.00¢ square feet divided into the
main ballrcom and a varfety of
wood paneled banguet halls, a bar
and a restaurant in the back for

ers.
the second floor are a room
ridal preparation, the locker
room for women golfers, offices,
and—honestly—an indoor driving
range.

The clubhouse is still booked 40
times a month, said Cindy Dillon,
who is in charge of catering sales.
And it's booked into 1997.

Those are the bare facts of its
present.

The past is symbolized, in part.
by an old panel of plyweod. The
panel is 8 feet high and 18 inches
wide, on which somebody long
ago began scribbling the names of
actors as they performed there
and the dates. Some examples:

Buddy Ebsen, "The Man from
Home.”” 1949; Imogene Coca,
"Happy Birthday.” and Burgess
Meredith, “Harvey,” 1950; Hume
Cronyn, Jessica Tandy, “The Four
Poster,” and Joan Blondell, "Come
Back Little Sheba,” 1951; Mae
West, "Come On Up—Ring Twice”
1952; Brian Donlevy. “King of
Hearts,” and Pat O'Brien, "My
Three Angels,” 1955.

An ancient money-changing
machine on display in the lobby
suggests Chevy Chase’s wilder
days for the party set in the 1930s.

Tribune clippings from that era
talk of the site. then called the
Bon Air Country Club, and before
that the Columbia Country Club.
operated as a weill-known gam-
bling ptace by “reputed gambling

rs'" William R. Johnson and

iam R. Skidmore. Books on

Al Capone years in Chicago
describe Skidmore as a member
of the Capone mob,

The Chicago Daily News once
described Johnson this way:

“Mr. Bill Johnson, the chain-
sta~e gambling mar ... who

“This has heen a very
difficult decision for
our board to make. Had
this been strictly a
business decision, it
would have been a done
deal. [The clubhouse
would be] Gone.'

Karop Bavougian, director
of parks and recreation for
the Wheeling Park District

began his gambling career mod-
estly in Lawndaile and who is now
octopusing all over the land-
scape.”

Legends about the Chevy Chase
clubhouse say it used to have a
tunnel leading from the basement
for certain people to escape any
raids and a hidden room for
secret meetings or to observe
gamblers from above,

Roger Christensen, superinten-
dent of clubhouse services, said
he hasn't found a tunnel that
leads outdoors, but he said a cave-
in has blocked part of one room
in the.basement. He also has
found a room with no doors or
windows, he said.

The labyrinthine basement has
enough t{unnels that are known
and also has “the stairway that
leads nowhere,” said Christensen,
pointing it out in the gloom.

The first floor is the part famil-
far to many people,

“A lot of people moved out of
the area, yet come back for func.
tions that are held there because
it is such a unique place.” said
Laure]l Anderson. “It's warm even
though it's big. ... You walk into
the place, and it’s inviting. It's
comfortable.”

Tom Webber, a parks commis-
sioner, said Anderson did propose
putting the question of spending
$3 million to save the building to
the voters in a referendum.

"To get voters to support that in
a referendum, I think would be a
very big task. It's a lot to ask for,”
said Webber.

“This has been a very difficult
decision for our board to make,”
said Bavougian. “Had this been
strictly a business decision, it
would have been a done deal. [The
clubhouse would be} Gone."

But Bavougian said the building
has a “common good and value to
it.” He said even people who do
not use it, which may be most
Wheeling residents, simply like to
know it's there.

House leader missing after b

By Teresa Puente
and Steve Kloehn
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS

Roger P. McAuliffe, assistant
majority leader of the Illinols
House, was reported missing and
presuined dead after a boating
mishap near his vacation home in
northerm Wisconsin, officials said
Saturday.

McAuliflfe, the lone Republican
in the House from Chicago, was
last seen around 5:30 p.m. Friday
when he dropped off his grand-
children and son-in-law at a land-
ing near Eagle River, Wis., said
Jack Dorgan, a close friend and
former aide. 3

McAuliffe, whose 58th birthday
was Saturday, was expected to be
heading back to dock the boat,
but the boat was found a short
time later circling the lake, Dor-
gan said. There was no sign of
McAuliffe, but his hat was found
floating in the water, Dorgan said.

"“We are praying and hopeful,”
he said.

Late Saturday, Vilas County
sheriff's police and private divers
called off their search for the eve-
ning, but planned to resume it
Sunday morning.

Family members were waiting
for news at the vacation home.

State Sen. Walter Dudycz (R-
Chicago), assistant Senate major-
ity leader, said Saturday that he
was saddened by the possibility
McAuliffe could have drowned.

“I am stunned to learn that my
political mentor ... has disap-
peared and is presumed dead.,”
Dudycz sald, adding, “His appar-
ent death is a tremendous lgss to
the community he served—one
that will be felt for many years.”

“Roger has been a very close
friend and confidant for more
than 20 years,” said Ilinois House
Speaker Lee Daniels (R-Elmhurst).
“We are praying for Roger and
his family.”

McAuliffe has served in the
House since 1973. He represents
the 14th District, encompassing
Chicago’s Northwest Side and sev-
eral suburbs, including Park
Ridge, Rosemont, Norridge and
Schiller Park. He formerly repre-
sented the 16th District.

A graduate of the Chicago
Police Academy, McAuliffe has
remained on active duty with the
Chicago Police Department, with
responsibilities including serving
as a youth officer, Dudycz said.

McAuliffe is known as an advo-
cate for senior citizens, tax caps
and fighting crime.

In 1981, he co-sponsored a bill to
strengthen the state’s drunken-
driving law. The legislation was
enacted and eliminated the
80-minute wait for suspects to
decide whether to take a Breatha-
lyzer test.

Dudycz called McAuliffe 4 facill-
tator who works by consensus,
never seeking the spotlight,

He called him “a rare breed of

Rep. Roger P. McAulit

elected official who
cross party lines an
Democrats and Repu’
He built bridges )
walls.”

*Roger told me at t
of his last session t
came to matters of C
though he was assist
leader, with a Repul
and a Republican
would not do anythin
city,” Dudycz said.

Rather than makin;
statewide politics, M
focused on working

Pedal power: A couple (above)
Cities to Chicago AIDS Ride. Jeff Bro
after the 1,700 bicyclists arived at b
The cyclists rode about 450 miles o
AIDS-retated service_organizations.
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December may
e last chance

to speak

up for

Chevy Chase club

A referendum to generate
enough tax money to pay .
for renovations at the
Wheeling Park District’s
facility also is being
considered.

By CHERI BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

December may the last
chance residents have to help
the Wheeling Park Board de-
cide what to do with Chevy
Chase Clubhouse,

Park commissioners are
debating whether to renovate
the clubhouse, a project esti-
mated to cost $2.76 million.

he long list of improve-

ts are new air condition-
ing, replacing 300-plus
windows, installing a new
wooden dance floor and
handicapped-accessible rest-
rooms.

Another option calls for de-
molishing the clubhouse at
1000 N. Milwaukee Ave., and
building a smaller banquet
hall. That would cost an esti-
mated $2.9 million.

Both suggestions would re-
quire a successful referen-
dum to increase the Park
District’s tax rate to generate
the revenue to pay for the
work.

A third option, razing the
clubhouse and leaving the
Gable Room or building a
new bar/restaurant to serve
golfers, could be funded from
existing funds in the Park
District’s budget. How much
that would cost depends on

what type of facility would be
built.
““However, that goes

‘nst our philosophy of not
g tax dollars go into the
ding,” Park Director
Karop Bavougian said. Since
the Park District purchased
Chevy Chase in 1977, only
profits generated from the
golf and banquet facilities
have been used for its opera-
tion and maintenance.

The Park Board already
has held two public hearing,
but commissioners are not
convinced they have heard
from Wheeling residents —
the taxpayers who would foot
the bill for whatever decision
the board makes.

Dec. 3 hearing

Residents are invited to
speak to the Park Board at a
third public hearing sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Dec. 3 in the
Devonshire Room of the
clubhouse. A major consider-
ation is whether Wheeling
residents would support a tax
increase to either save the
clubhouse or build a new
clubhouse.

Though some at the previ-
ous hearings have said the
clubhouse appears to be in
good shape, commissioners
said they have taken a

““Band-Aid” approach since

the Park District purchased
the building about 20 years
ago — doing just encugh to
keep the clubhouse open.

Bavougian said the club-
house is being booked for
events through 1998, so any
decision the Park Board
makes would not be acted
upon immediately. However,
he said, the Park Board owes
it to the public to make a de-
cision.

“We've already had two
public meetings about it, but
we haven't made any deci-
sion,” Bavougian said. “A
third hearing may or may not
give this board more informa-
tion or a better feeling of the
community. The board need
to make some determination.

“I think we need to move it
along and bring some sort of
closure to it, even if we de-
cide not to do anything,” Ba-
vougian said.

One obstacle in seeking a
referendum is that it would

(Continued on page 16)
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Chevy Chase Continued from page 5

not include the words “Chevy
Chase” in the question to be
in compliance with election
law, Bavougian said. Instead,
it would ask voters to approve
a tax rate increase in either
the corporate or recreation
fund, leaving the Park District
with the job of educating the
public that the referendum
would be used to save Chevy
Chase.

Not wanting to ask for a ref-
erendum during a presidential
election, Bavougian said, the
most logical time to attempt a
referendum would be in the
April 1, 1997, municipal elec-
tion. The referendum could be
placed on the ballot either by
a Park Board action or by peti-
tions signed by 10 percent of
the registered voters.

January

Either way, the decision to
go for a referendum would
have to be made by the end of
January.

Commissioner Mark Park-
inson suggested that a re-
sponse card be included in the
Park District’s winter bro-
chure, asking residents who
may be unable to attend the

public hearing to write their
opinion about Chevy Chase
and submit it to the Park Dis-
trict. Those brochures are ex-
pected to be mailed to homes
Nov. 14.

Bavougian agreed, saying
it's a way to relatively ensure
that the comments would be
coming from taxpayers. The
card also could ask residents
if they would be willing to
work on the referendum cam-
paign.

“We haven't had much par-
ticipation from the taxpayers,"”
Parkinson said. “I'd like to get
a feel of the people out there,
the residents. ,

“I think at the last (public
hearing) there was a handful
of taxpayers,” Parkinson
added. Many of those who
spoke at the last two public
hearing were out-of-town resi-
dents who use the ballroom
for dancing.

Drive

Prior to making a decision,
Park Board President Greg
Klatecki said, commissioners
should take a drive and see
what type of facilities nearby
park districts have built in the
last five years.
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Public to have say in clubhouse’s fate

By Bos McKrE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

As time passes, the more sus-
ceptible the Chevy Chase Country
Club clubhouse is to deterioration.

A 1994 study indicated the 78-
year-old building needed $2.7 mil-
lion in repairs,

But in the two years that the dis-
trict has discussed whether the
building should be repaired or
razed, the cost probably has
increased to $3 million, park
bo_.sldrd President Greg L. Klatecki
said.

Increasing deterioration and

cost are reasons the district
wants to decide what to do with
Chevy Chase.

But Klatecki says the board
doesn’t want to make that deci-
sion without knowing what the
community wants, either through
public hearings or a referendum.

“We're talking close to $3 mil-
lion,” Klatecki said. “We feel that
(residents) should be part of the
decision too.”

The district is holding a third
public hearing at 7 p.m. Dec. 3 at
the clubhouse to receive resi-

dents’ opinions.

But Klatecki said it may be pos-
sible that the district also get a
sense of what the community
wants by conducting a referen-
dum in the spring election.

That way, Klatecki said, the peo-
ple who would pay for the project
would have a chance to partici-
pate in the decision.

“Then you will get a feel for
what the majority of the residents
would want to do,” Klatecki said.
“The taxpayers will pay for what-
ever we do.”

The building at 1000 N. Milwau-
kee Ave. needs repairs to its heat-

ing and electrical systems, along
with other infrastructure work.

The building is still structurally
sound and hosts numerous
dances, wedding receptions and
other meetings.

Aside from the potential cost of
the project, another pressure on
the decision is that the clubhouse
is a long-standing part of the com-
munity, district Director Karop T.
Bavougian said.

“The board would like a better
feel from people,” Bavougian said.
“They don't just want to make a
snap decision.”
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Like aroc

By Bos McKeE
Daily Herald Stalf Writer .

Wheeling Park District officials.
will lay out all the community’s
ogtions about what can be done to
the deteriorating clubhouse at,
Chevy Chase Country Club.

Residents also will be asked
what they want done with the
club. : _

The district next month will
send residents a survey regarding
the fate of the 78-year-old building
at 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave, .

For two years, officials have
been discussing whether to repair
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or raze the building, which needs
heating and electrical work
among other things. The building,
the site of dances, wedding recep-
tions and meetings, is structurally
sound, officials said. - '
The costs of the options range
from $1.3 million to $2.9 million.

Before deciding what to do, offi-
cials want to know what residents
want qone. i

“When you have a $3 million
decision to make, the more input
you have from citizens who will
pay for it the better it will be,”
sald board President Greg L. .
Klatecki. . -

Klatecki said he also hopes the

survey will encourage people to

attend’a public hearing on the
issue at 7 p.m. Dec. 3 at the club-
house. The district has held two
revious public hearings, which
ew residents attended, officials
say. o '
"The survey, which will be includ-
ed in the district’s winter program
brachure, details four optiong the
district is considering, said dis-
trict Director Karop T. Bavougian.

It is expected to cost $2.76 mil-
lion to renovate the existing build-
ing, while it would cost $2.9 mil-
lion to tear it down and build a
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bhouse fate in jeopardy

new banquet hall and clubhouse,
Bavougian sald. The district also

_is congidering keeping part of the

building — the “Gable Room”
restaurant area — and building a
new section, a $2.3 million option..

These three plans, Bavougian
said,- would require the district to
ask voters in a referendum for
permission to take out a loan.

Another option under considera-
tion is to raze the clubhouse and
build a gro shop and small restau-

ich would cost about $1.3
million, Bavougian said. The dis-
trict would use money from its
coffers for this project. - '
N
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WHEELING PARK DISTRI TR 1143 Miwaukee Avenue
BOARD OF COMMISSION Riverwoods, IL 60015
MINUTES OF MEETIN( Fax samasocrasy 20

NOVEMBER 19, 1996

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District, Cook and
Lake Counties, Illinois was held in the Board Room of the Community Recreation Center,
333 W. Dundee Road, Wheeling, Illinois.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President Klatecki, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Commissioners present: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes,
D. Drake, M. Parkinson

Staff present: Karop T. Bavougian, Director; Steve Pohlman, Supt. of Recreation;
Jan Buchs, Asst. Supt. of Recreation; Thomas Busby, Supt. of
Finance and Personnel; Chris Minick, Senior Accountant; Steve
Schiller, Supt. of Golf Services; Roger Christensen, Supt. of
Clubhouse Services; Mark Harrison, Supt. of Parks and Planning;
Trudy Wakeman, Promotions/Special Events Coordinator; Michelle
Bobbora, Special Events Coordinator

Present in audience: Dolly Hein, Patti and Wedge Hancock, Wheeling Historical Society;
Paul Philipp, and Mike Kurgan, residents

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/CORRECTIONS - None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING OF NOVEMBER 5, 1996

Commissioner Mattes moved, seconded by Commissioner Parkinson to approve the minutes of
November 5, 1996.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake, M. Parkinson
NAY: None

ABSTAIN: C. Klumpp

Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS - None



Minutes of November 19, 1996
Page 2

OLD BUSINESS

Chevy Chase The latest brochure being mailed this week will offer basically the same
information given during the two previous meetings concerning Chevy Chase and will include
a survey for residents. The December 3 meeting is being heavily publicized, and it is hoped there
will be a good turnout of residents. If a resolution or ordinance is adopted no later than January
27, the referendum could be put on next April’s ballot; however, Commissioner Webber felt that
may be too aggressive. Putting it on the November ballot is another option. Commissioner
Parkinson wanted to clarify, despite rumors, that the Board has made no decision on the fate of
Chevy and has been anxious to get input from the residents, but there has been little response.
President Klatecki requested copies of all letters sent to the Board regarding Chevy Chase be
copied and given to each board member.

An announcement was made at the Wheeling 2000 meeting to encourage attendance, and
comments were made supporting the renovation of Chevy Chase. It was noted that not many
residents who were not on committees attended.

Dolly Hein commented on how hard it is to get people to attend public meetings and how often
people are just not aware of what is going on in Wheeling. As an example, she was surprised
to hear one of the Wheeling 2000 committees recommend that a museum be created to preserve
the history of Wheeling--the Wheeling Historical Society has been in existence for 27 years.
Others complained that the museum is not open enough hours every week, but the reality is there
are not enough volunteers now to staff the museum.

Mike Kurgan asked for details of how the Chevy Chase issue was publicized in the new brochure.
President Klatecki called attention to newspaper articles and a notice being circulated by Laurel
Anderson, a concerned citizen. He stated the Chevy Chase issue is a controversial one and
whatever the outcome is some people will not be happy. In reply to Mr. Kurgan’s comments
relative to the Board’s strong campaigning for the Aquatic and Recreation Centers, President
Klatecki stated this was done in response to a survey asking what the residents want for the Park
District. The top request was for an aquatic center; after that was accomplished, the second
highest request, a recreation center, was sought. The Board worked hard for both issues under
the guidance of residents. The situation with Chevy Chase is much different in that the Board
does not have the same input and support from residents. The Board felt that it has publicized
the issue as much as possible; now the community has to make them aware of what they want.

The meeting was recessed from 7:40 p.m. until 7:51 p.m. due to a fire alarm.

Director Bavougian pointed out the contrast in promoting the creation of the Aquatic and
Recreation Centers and the fate of Chevy Chase. In the case of the Aquatic and Recreation
centers, an organization, "Friends of the Park" was established by citizens to contact and educate
the public. At this point the Board has held two public hearings and has presented the facts, but
no organized effort by the residents has taken place to promote the issue. Commissioner Klumpp
suggested that perhaps because a majority of the residents do not use Chevy Chase that the
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interest just isn’t there. Perhaps with the issue highlighted in the new brochure and the other
publicity there will be a better turnout at the next meeting on December 3.

NEW BUSINESS

Denoyer property Acquisition/Project Agreement-1.D.N.R. Copies of the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources Project Agreement for the acquisition of the Denoyer Property had been
distributed for review. The appraisal of the property is being held off until demolition of the old

buildings and abandonment of well and septic tanks are completed as the cost will become part
of the acquisition cost.

Commissioner Webber moved to approve the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Project
Agreement for the Denoyer Property/Park Acquisition, Project No. OS 97-762. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Drake.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake, M. Parkinson
NAY: None

Motion carried.
Resolution 96-03 Determination of Funds Estimated to be Raised by Taxes - 1996

Commissioner Drake moved, seconded by Commissioner Mattes, to adopt Resolution 96-03
Determining the Estimate of Taxes to be Levied for the Year 1996 in the amount of $2,754,125.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake, M. Parkinson
NAY: None

Motion carried.

Historical Society/Donation Request/Lollipop Lane The annual request for a contribution for
Lollipop Lane had been received.

Commissioner Klumpp moved, seconded by Commissioner Parkinson, to approve a $200
contribution to the Wheeling Historical Society for Lollipop Lane.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake, M. Parkinson
NAY: None

Motion carried.
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Aquatic Center - Review Jan Buchs, Asst. Supt. of Recreation and Michelle Bobbora, Special
Events Coordinator prepared the Aquatic Center Annual Report under the direction of Director
Bavougian and Supt. Pohlman to give an overview of the past, present and future of the Aquatic
Center. The summer of 1996 was an average to below-average summer as it relates to
swimming. Naturally, revenue and attendance figures were down from 1995, which had record-
breaking heat temperatures. However, 1996 could be a good comparison year to be used as an
average when planning future years’ financial and promotional approaches.

In staff’s opinion, new challenges were presented with the opening of the Des Plaines Aquatic
Center, Prospect Heights’ new facility and Hoffman Estates entered its second year. Despite
these challenges, the Wheeling Aquatic Center had strong attendance based on the poor weather
conditions this year. In 1997 staff will market the facility to the customers that have been
attained. All individuals who paid daily fees were tracked by zip code. Marketing efforts will
be aimed at this same market in order to bring back the customers previously served as opposed
to looking to new competitive markets. Although staff feels additional amenities would help
attain and retain customers, this would have to be delayed due to the possibility of an addition
to the Recreation Center.

In its 4 years of operation the Aquatic Center has been very successful and has earned over
$500,000. Historical attendance records were reviewed. Income from group sales generated a
significant portion of operational profit which help to keep fees and charges stable. Percentage
of total usage (resident/non-resident/groups) was reviewed and discussed. The Analysis of
Operational Revenue/Expenses were reviewed. Operation staff expense increased due to the
additional number of days open compared to 1995, additional training through the Ellis Guard
Program, the addition of new guard and safety stations and additional staff for groups. Marketing
promotions also greatly increased, including two radio remote broadcasts and Mr. Coupon and
Entertainment Books that proved to be most successful. Labor costs were increased due to pay
rate changes from the time of planning budget to the time of hiring staff due to the increase in
market rates.

Revenue for concession operations was down, but not equal to the drop in percentage of
attendance; the average spent per visit in 1996 was $1.10 vs. .95 in 1995. Staff attributes this
to food being able to be out on the deck. Redesign of the layout of the concession stand has
been included in the new budget in order to service the customer quicker. A proposal will be
submitted to the board. This may not be accomplished until the fall of 1997.

As a convenience to patrons, consideration is being given to creating a monthly pay plan for
season passes; therefore, people could sign up early in the year and develop a pay plan to satisfy
their financial commitment to the District prior to the Aquatic Center opening. This would be
offered as a convenience to those who have several children in various programs. Other payment
options are also being considered.
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Supt. Pohlman reported 125 individuals worked at the Aquatic Center this past summer: 76%,
95 employees, were Wheeling residents. With salaries totaling $157,839, $119,958 (76%) was
returned to local citizens through salaries. Staff felt this was a major contribution to the
community.

Commissioner Webber stated the positive comments received and the way staff is trained are
tributes to Jan, Michelle and Trudy and he thanked them.

President Klatecki thanked the Aquatic Center team stating the report reflects more than the
Board ever expected when the facility was built.

Childerley Park Dedication Director Bavougian requested a date be set for a re-dedication of
Childerley Park for some type of celebration so that it may be publicized in the spring brochure.
Discussion was held and it was decided to have the celebration in conjunction with the Easter
Egg Hunt held in March.

FINANCE
Treasurer’s Report - October 1996

Tom Busby reported the Corporate Fund interest revenue was up greatly due to the maturity of
a $1 million treasury bill; under expenses, Contractual Services - $20,000 was for the Denoyer
lease - monthly bills will be received until the District purchases the property; net income was
doing well. Recreation Fund: the net for the Aquatic Center is $120,000 and not projected to go
below $100,000. The Fitness Center is doing quite well with a net of $84,000 vs. a budget of
$36,000. Based on those two facilities there is an approximate $200,000 differential between the
actual and budget on a year-to-date budget. The Golf Course Fund is basically in the same
condition it has been during the last nine months being about $276,000 off of projections due to
the flooding. For the same reason, the Clubhouse has a differential of $24,000 between actual
and what should have been budgeted, and $55,000 on a year-to-date basis.

Voucher List 11B in the amount of $191.031.75

Commissioner Webber moved, seconded by Commissioner Melamed, to approve Voucher List
11B in the amount of $191.031.75. A questions was raised on an item on page 8 - Louis
Lanciloti - $200 Construction Coordinator for theater sets.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake, M. Parkinson
NAY: None

Motion carried.
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LIAISON REPORTS Commissioner Klumpp reported the Historical Museum will be closed
until further notice due to the flood damage. Lollipop Lane will open December 7. The Society
will be getting a budget together and submitting it to the Park District. Ed Lockwood has offered
to donate a pipe organ to replace the one at the chapel in Childerley Park.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS
President Klatecki requested ail written communication be placed on file.
STAFF REPORTS

Recreation: Supt. Pohiman reported the fall play offering was changed from a premier
production to "You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown" in hopes of bringing more families out. The
play has just finished and to this point was the most disappointing in the way of attendance. The
play and set, however, were professional and very well done. Basketball registration ended
November 18, and the number of both boys’ and girls’ registration was up by approximately 50.
"Fitness for a Lifetime Workshop”, a two-day workshop, is being held at the Wheeling High
School and was coordinated by Jan Amold. Introductory classes in karate, judo, kickboxing, Ju-
Jitsu, and Golf were offered by the Park District; yoga and country line dancing were offered by
the High School. Supt. Schiller and his staff conducted 8 periods of golf lessons.

Golf: Supt. Schiller anticipated having the golf course open on Thanksgiving with no charge to
the golfers, but requesting donations of can goods and/or clothing. He, Bob Faulkner and Bill
Bickley enjoyed giving lessons to Wheeling High School students during the fitness workshop.

Clubhouse: Supt. Christensen reported budget meetings are taking place with discussions of
marketing, recreation, administration and the golf course to try to reach goals for 1997.

Parks & Planning: Supt. Harrison highlighted some of the items included in his board report,
giving details and up-dated information.

VERBAL COMMUNICATION

Board: Commissioner Drake attended and enjoyed "You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown", and
reported that staff and actors did an excellent job. It was disappointing to not see more people
there. Commissioner Klumpp agreed.

Commissioner Mattes complimented Supt. Christensen’s staff on behalf of his wife who attended
a shower at Chevy Chase.

Commissioner Klumpp thanked everyone involved in obtaining the Denoyer grant. She felt the
new doors on the west side of the Recreation building were a great safety improvement.
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President Klatecki agreed with Director Bavougian that the budget has certainly grown
considerably during the last several years. He felt that the facilities and the way the programs
are run makes Wheeling Park District one of the top districts.

Staff: Supt. Busby had distributed copies of the 1997 proposed budget. He noted the 1996 tax
rate, payable in 1997 is approximately the same as last year’s tax rate. He highlighted the
proposed capital budget throughout the Park District and highlighted the Denoyer Property, the
Heritage Park Maintenance Center renovation, the Aquatic Center Concession expansion, and
renovation of the Pleasant Run Park. A zip code list of non-resident patrons was included. A
grant of $200,000 is anticipated for the Denoyer property along with the purchase. The
Corporate Fund is projected to lose $250,000 due to Denoyer and the internal transfer for the
May installment contract for the Aquatic and Recreation Centers. The Fund balance will still be
at $300,000 at the end of 1997. The Recreation Fund does not have a budget for Neptune’s Pool
in anticipation of the sale to the School District. The Recreation program is approaching $1
million in revenue and the fund balance in Recreation will be approximately $1.3 million at the
end of 1997 to help offset some future capital projects. The Bond and Interest Fund is projected
to lose $80,000 which was discussed at the bond issue meeting in October and is a planned net
loss. The Golf Course Fund is budgeted at approximately 45,000 rounds. Green fees will remain
the same, cart rates are projected to increase slightly. The fund balance will be approximately
$280,000 due to the reduction caused by the maintenance facility. The Clubhouse Fund is
currently going through a planning process. A mission statement was created and included in the
budget book. There will be goal settings and an overall plan which will be discussed during the
budget process. The fund balance at the end of 1997 is projected to be $937,000. The net
income strictly on operation is going to be $197,000, a 15% return. Supt. Busby thanked
everyone involved in the process, especially the Finance Department. Anyone with a question
was invited to contact the appropriate department head or staff member.

In reply to Commissioner Parkinson’s inquiry of the reduced amount of $262,900 budgeted for
the Heritage Park maintenance facility renovation, Supt. Harrison stated the original plans
included a lot of reconfiguration and has since been revised to a much simpler plan to allow more
flexibility with a savings of $75,000.

Director Bavougian extended thanks to all the staff who put their time and effort into analyzing
budgets for their respective program areas and especially to Supt. Busby who had to coordinate
all of it. Board members also extended their thanks.

Citizen: Dolly Hein complimented Laurakathleen Frey and her staff for the good job done on
the play. Dolly’s whole group always look forward to attending the Wheeling Park Productions.
She thanked the Board for approving the donation of $200 for Lollipop Lane. She also noted
that the A.A.R.P. organization is also very happy with the Park District.
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ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Commissioner Melamed moved, seconded by Commissioner
Mattes, to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m.

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote

Respectfully submitted,

Karop T. Bavougian
Secretary

Approved this day of , 1996
Board of Commissioners
Wheeling Park District
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Last call for Chevy Chase

Residents urged to give input
on future of historic village club

By CHER) BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

A December meeting is expected to tell the
Wheeling Park Board whether residents are
willing to open their wallets to fund renova-
tions for Chevy Chase Clubhcuse. If not, it's
possible the stately building could be razed.

The Park Board has scheduled a 7 p.m.
meeting Tuesday, Dec. 3, in the Devonshire
Room of the clubhouse at 1000 N. Milwaukee
Ave. to hear residents’ com-

Some things are precious. I think if we lose
this, we lose a lot for Wheeling. It's charming.
It’s intriguing. It's so rich in history,” Brill
said. “I just hope residents show up and let the
Park Board know how they feel.”

The few number of residents who spoke at
the two previous meetings left park commis-
sioners uncomfortable making a decision.
Though most who spoke wanted the clubhouse
spared, they were not Wheeling residents who
will end up footing the bill for whatever deci-

sion is made.

ments about the building.
This will be the third open
meeting in two years the Park
Board has scheduled to specif-
ically discuss the future of
Chevy Chase.

“We've been trying to alert
people to the Dec. 3 hearing
and get people to come out
and show the Park Board how
important Chevy Chase is to

cost factor

£1 know there’s a

involved, but some
things you can’t
measure in dollars.
‘Some things are

This third meeting is one
last chance to give Wheeling
residents their say, whether in
favor of renovation or not, and
to give the Park Board some
direction.

Anderson has been canvass-
ing her neighborhood, finding
many residents are unaware
that the Park Board has been
discussing Chevy Chase's fate

us,” said Wheeling resident precious.’ for the last two years.

Darlene Brill, who has teamed At the “Wheeling: 2000 and
up with resident Laurel An- Darlene Brill Beyond” community meeting
derson in a crusade to save . . on Saturday, Anderson gave a
the 1920s-era clubhouse, Wheeling resident communitywide plea for resi-

Brill, who participates in
ballroom dancing weekly at the clubhouse,
said between 200 and 300 dancers show up
weekly to glide around Chevy Chase’s wooden
dance floor.

“There are people who come down from Mil-
waukee every week. This is really the last
dance floor in northern Illinois,” said Brill,
who has been distributing fliers to notify other
dancers of the looming decision.

“I'know there's a cost factor involved, but
some things you can’t measure in dollars.

dents to attend the Dec.:
hearing. The building could meet several -of
the goals listed in the “Wheeling: 2000” proj-
ect, including providing a place for teens and
seniors to meet and a location for community
fairs.

The clubhouse is being booked for events
through 1998, so any decision made would not
be acted upon immediately. However, park
commissioners have said they owe the pubhc a
decision.

(Continued on page 12)
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CheVy Chase Continued from page 8

The Park Board is considering three options
for Chevy Chase, which commissioners say is
in dire need of repairs.

To renovate the clubhouse would cost $2.76
million. New air-conditioning, replacing
300-plus windows, creating handicapped-acces-
sible restrooms and installing a new wooden
dance floor are on the long list of improve-
ments.

Another option is to demolish the clubhouse,
and build a smaller banquet hall. This option
would cost an estimated $2.9 million. Both of
these options would require a successful refer-
endum, which park officials have roughly esti-
mated could raise property taxes $30 a year.

The Park District has enough funds in its
budget for a third option — demolishing the
clubhouse and leaving the Gable Room, or
building a new bar/restaurant, to serve golfers.

This option, however, goes against the Park
District’s policy of funneling tax dollars to
Chevy Chase. Since the building was pur-
chased by the Park District in 1977, only prof-
its generated from the golf and banquet
facilities have been used for clubhouse opera-
tions and maintenance.

Commissioners would have to decide by the
end of January to place a referendum on the
April 1, 1997 ballot. However, a referendum
would not include the words “Chevy Chase,” so
it would be up to the Park District to educate
voters about how the increase in the recreation
or corporate fund would be used, park officials
have said.

The Park District’s winter brochure, to be
mailed to district residents soon, is expected to
include a questionnaire about Chevy Chase
and a notification of the Dec. 3 public hearing.
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Fark board seeks

resident

input on

Chevy Chase fate

By CHERI BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

When the Wheeling Park

" District purchased Chevy

Chase in the 1970s, they did
so partly in an effort to save
what has become a landmark
of sorts in the village.

Today, members of the
1996 Park Board of Commis-
sioners find themselves once
again pondering the facility's
future. With costly repairs
needed to sustain the aged
structure, park commission-
ers are faced with the possi-
bility that historic Chevy
Chase may have to fall victim
10 the wrecking ball,

One of the things that may
play into their decision is the
fact that few Wheeling resi-
dents apparently use the fa-
cility.

According to Park District
statistics, only 15 percent of
the 823 functions at Chevy
Chase in 1995 were reserved
by village residents. Another
concern is that 75 percent of
the functions held at Chevy
Chase, which has 60,000
square feet of banquet/
meeting space, accommodate
150 people or less. That has
commissioners wondering
whether a smaller building,
built specifically for smaller
banquets, would better meet
residents’ needs.

But park commissioners
knuw there is a lot of history
and sentiment tied into the
1920s-cra clubhouse at 1000
N. Milwaukee Ave.

“It's far more than a busi-
ness decision,” said Park Di-
rector Karop Bavougian,

Park commissioners are
expecled lo make a decision
soon on the fate of Chevy
Chuase and are considering
four options:

M renovate the existing club-
house for $2.8 million;

@ raze the existing clubhouse
and rebuild at the same size
for $3 million;

B tear down a major portion
of the clubhouse, renovate
the Gable Room for golf -
course service and build a

500-seat banquet for $2.3 mil-
lion; or

@ tear down the clubhouse
and build a small golf club-
house for $1.3 million.

Any of the first three op-
tions would require a suc-
cessful referendum that
Bavougian said could be
placed on the April or No-
vember 1997 ballot. Passage
of the referendum woutd
raise property tax bills from
an estimated $16.38 a year for
homeowners with a current
$1,500 tax bill to $50.50 a year
for those with $4,500 tax bills,
Those figures also are noted
on the questionnaire.

Residents - are encouraged
to attend a 7 p.m. public hear-
ing on the clubhouse's fate at
Dec. 3 in the Devonshire
Room of the clubhouse. The
Park Board has held two pre-
vious public meetings, but
many of those who spoke
were not Wheeling residents.
The upcoming meeting is yet
another attempt to generate
public input.

To ensure that each district
resident is notified about the
meeling and the issue, the
Park District included a ques-
tionnaire about Chevy Chase
in its winter brochure, which
should have arrived in resi-
dents’ mailboxes early this
week,

“We've tried to give as
much information as we
could on the survey,” said
Buvougion.

The survey usks residents
to indicate their use of Chevy
Chase, their attendance at
Chevy Chase events and
whether the building should
be spared the wrecking ball.

The Park District pur-
chased Chevy Chase with
$3.5 million from a successful
referendum in 1977 to pre-
vent the clubhouse from
being razed. Development
proposals at the time sug-
gested building high-rise
apartments on the 106-acre
site that would house 18,000
to 20,000 residents.

*If the Park Board had not

(Continued on page 13)
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Continued from page 5

purchased the building, it
would've been lost then,” said
Commissioner Cheri Klumpp.

Bavougian is hopeful many
residents will take time to re-
spond to the survey and drop

Vit ofT at the Recreation Center,
1333 W. Dundee Road, by Fri-
{day, Nov. 28. .

“This is a decision that af-
fects everybody, and it's im-
portant for people to
respond,” Bavougian said. "It
also lays the groundwork for
us if it goes to referendum.”

i .For a referendum to be
iplaced on the April ballet, the
{Park Board would pass a reso-
lution to that effect by Jan. 27,
Bavougian said. The question
also could be placed on the
ballot at the request of resi-
dents who circulatg petitions
‘among the community and
icollect signatures from 10 per-
cent of the registered volers in
the district.

A decision by the Park
Board concerning a referen-
dum in April could be made as
early as the night of the public
hearing, Dec. 3, or at any fu-
ture meeting prior to Jan. 27.
The board meets at 7 p.m. on
the first and third Tuesday of
the month in the Recreation
Center.

The clubhouse is being
booked for events into 1988,
and Bavougian said the Park
District intends to honor those
commitments.

“Part of what we need to do
is develop a time table,” he
said.

A committee report from
the village's “Wheeling: 2000
and Beyond" strategic im-
provement plan project re-
guested that Chevy Chase be
saved. Also, dancers who use
the facility have asked that
the clubhouse be renovated.

Some questions have been
raised as to whether the club-
house could be used for senior
and youth activities, but Ba-
vougian said the building is
designed for banquets and
meetings, not for recreational
activities. Board President
Greg Klatecki also noted {hat
teens who don't drive would
not have access to the facility.

Teachers
Continued from page 10

but District 23 provide trans-
portation for the program to
make it easier for students to
participate. The summer
school programs have both
enrichment and remedial
classes.

District 21 also has a half-
day Saturday school at Robert
Frost Elementury School that
allows students to use com-
puters and the gym if they
read independently for 30
minutes or are read to for 30
minutes. Fifty to 150 students
participate regularly, Gerey
said.
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CHEVYY CHASE CLUBHOUSE QUESTIONNAIRE

In 1994 the Wheeling Park District Board of Commissioners con- Options Estimated Cost
tracted for a studs.;'to eva!uate the 70~year~old Cheyy Chase 1. Renovate Existing Clubhouse $2.800,000
Clubhouse. The facility requires major renovation to heating, cool-

ing and electrical systems, roof, windows, and plumbing, as well as 2. Tear down existing Clubhouse $3.000,000
mandated handicap accessibility laws. Any renovation, or upgrades rebuild at the same size.

to the facility, would require meeting all established building codes

and laws. Although the future of Chewy Chase is up for consider- 3. Tear down major portion of $2,300.000
. . . Clubhouse and renovate Gable

ation, banquet operations are committed through 1998. A public Room and build a new 500

hearing will be held December 3, 1996, 7:00 p.m., at °‘: banquet facility

Chewy Chase for the Board to receive resident comments sea Q :

and opindons. The Park District Board is currently considering the 4, Tear down Clubhouse $1,300,000

foliowing four options: and build a small Golf Clubhouse.

Whatever decision is made will affect all of us. The Park District Board of Commissioners truly wants, and appre-
ciates, your input. Please take the time to express your thoughts. Please complete the below survey and
return/mall to the Community Recreation Center no later than November 29, 1996.

WHEELING PARK DISTRICT
Board of Commissioners

GENERAL INFORMATION:

In the past 5 vears | have booked a function at the Chevy Chase Clubhouse. Yes. NO__Z

In the past 5 years 1, or my family members, have attended a

function at the Chevy Chase Clubhouse. Yes _;4 No_____

I think the Chevy Chase Clubhouse, a facility of the Wheeling ‘/

Park District, is important to me and should be saved. Yes._ Y No
To accomplish Options 1.2 or 3 would require funding frcm a Current Annual Approximate Additional Cost Increase
referendum approved tax rate increase. Option 4 would not Tax Bill Per Year Per Month
require a referendum approved tax rate increase. $1,500 $16.83 $1.40
In order to better understand what impact a referendum approved $2,000 §22.45 $1.87
tax rate increase might have on you personally, the following infor- $§2,500 $28.06 $§2.34
mation is provided for Hlustration. Use the chart 1o estimate the $3,000 $33.68 $2.81
impact of a referendum approved tax rate increase for Options 1 $3,500 $39.28 $3.27
2or3. $4,000 $44.90 $3.74

$4,500 $50.50 $4.21

QUESTIONS:

Would you be in favor of saving Chevy Chase Ciubhouse, in its current

configuration, with a referendum approved tax rate increase? Yes ‘/ No

Would you be in favor of tearing down the existing Chewy Chase

Clubhouse and rebuilding with a facility of similar size and fur:ction /

with a referendum approved tax rate increase? Yes. No

Would you be in favor of tearing down the Main Baliroom, Devonshire and

Wayside Rooms, renovate the Gable Room and construct a new banquet facility /

to seat 500 people with a referendum approved tax rate increase? Yes No_\V"_

Would you be in favor of tearing down the existing Chevy Chase Clubhouse and

rebuilding a facility much smaller for golf needs, without banguet facilities /

or the need for a referendum approved tax rate increase? Yes____ No

Thank you for taking the time to provide the Park Board of Commissioners with your thoughts and
opinions. Please mail this questionnaire 10 the Wheeling Park District, 333 W. Dundee Road,

Wheeling. IL. 60090-2768 or drop it off at the Community Recreation Center no later than Friday,
November 29, 1996.

REMEMBER: Public Hearing on Chevy Chase Clubhouse will be held December 3, 1996, 7:00 p.m..
Devonshire Room. Chevy Chase Clubhouse. Resident comments and questions are encouraged!
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This may be our LAST CHANCE to save the

Chevy Chase Country Club!

One by one, buildings that reflect Wheeling's history are being torn down. The Chevy Chase
Country Club is one of the last of these buildings.

Construction began in 1920. Its history includes floor shows, dance bands, summer theater,
theater in the round, a swimming pool and gambling. For a more complete history, check out
the article in the display case in the banquet hall’s lobby. See for yourself how lovely this
building is.

XN N X

Please attend the public hearing on Tuesday, December 3, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Devonshire Room at
the Chevy Chase Country Club,
1000 N. Milwaukee Avenue.

unm ¢ © @ © ¢ BEEEEE——

Unless we make a strong showing, Wheeling will lose a facility that serves hundreds of people
every week in a historic, welcoming atmosphere that lends character to our village.

The park district will make a decision based on our input!
Spread the word and encourage your neighbors to attend the public hearing.

If you'd like to help distribute flyers, please call Laurel Anderson at 847/537-2593.

Your Voice Counts!

Printing donated by Convenient Printing Inc. - 183 S. Wheeling Road - 847.537.5018
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Greg Klatecki
President

Dennis Drake
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Fran Melamed
Commissioner

Tom Webber

Commissioner

Dear Residents,

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from the Wheeling Park District! As
we wind down our 35th year and enter into a new decade of
fun, we hope that 1996 has been a great year for all resi-
dents. Our next Public Hearing for Chevy Chase
Country Club will be on Tuesday, December 3,
7 PM at Chevy Chase. The board is currently gathering
information and is open to your suggestions and concerns
about Chewy. Bookings for 1998 are currently being taken,
so-don't hesitate to book your event today.

The winter brings us many activities such as Winter Break
Camps for kids during the holidays, Winter Carnival, and
new this year is monthly Family Entertainment at the
Community Recreation Center. “the Party’'s Here” is the
middle school evening night out for your 6, 7, or 8th
graders. We have four planned for your kids to burn off
energy by dancing, shooting hoops or playing a few con-
tests. What a better time than now to start your New Year's
Resolution with a fitness Center membership. Why not
give it as a present for the holidays! We have gift certificates
for trips, programs, aquatics, and fitness, with no size
requirements!

On behalf of the Wheeling Park District Board of
Commissioners and staff, I'd like to wish you all a happy
and safe holiday season and New Year!

Greg Klatecki
President, Board of Commissioners

STAFF
Director of Parks and Recreation . . . . Karop T. Bavougian, CLP
Superintendent of Recreation Steve Pohlman, CLP

Superintendent of Clubhouse Services Roger Christensen
Superintendent of Golf Services . Steve Schiller
Superintendent of Finance and Personnel Thomas Busby
Superintendent of Parks & Planning Mark Harrison, RLA
Asst. Supt. of Parks & Planning Mitch Cohen
Asst. Supt. of Recreation Jan Buchs
Asst. Supt. of Clubhouse Keith Morgan
Greens Superintendent Tom McDonald
Safety Coordinator Amy Rivas
Fitness Athletics Coordinator Jan Arnold
Aquatics/Special Events Coordinator Michelle Bobbora
Recreation Supervisor Marv Call

Athletic Supervisor
Preschool/ Tot Coordinator
Recreation Coordinator
Recreation Coordinator

Promotions/Special Events Coordinator . .

Brien Halterman
Colieen Farreli
Laurakathleen Frey
Cindy Schaar

. Trudy Wakeman, CLP




WHEELING PARK DISTRICT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MINUTES OF MEETING
DECEMBER 3, 1996

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Wheeling Park District. Cook and
Lake Counties, 1llinois was held in the Devonshire Room of Chevy Chase Clubhouse, 1000 N.
Milwaukee Avenue, Wheeling, Illinois.

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by President Klatecki, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Commissioners present: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes,
D. Drake, M. Parkinson

Staff present: Karop T. Bavougian, Director; Steve Pohlman, Supt. of Recreation;
Thomas Busby, Supt. of Finance and Personnel; Steve Schiller, Supt.
of Golf Services; Roger Christensen, Supt. of Clubhouse Services;
Mark Harrison, Supt. of Parks and Planning; Trudy Wakeman,
Promotions/Special Events Coordinator

Present in audience: Cheri Bentrup, reporter, Wheeling Countryside; Bob McKee,
reporter, Wheeling Herald; and well over 200 people attended the
meeting. A partial list in the form of a sign-in sheet is attached to
and made a part of these minutes,

AGENDA - ADDITIONS/DELETIONS/CORRECTIONS - None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of Regular Meeting of November 19, 1996

Commissioner Parkinson moved, seconded by Commissioner Webber, to approve the minutes of
November 19, 1996. Roll call being taken the following commissioners voted:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake, M. Parkinson
NAY: None

Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS - None
OLD BUSINESS - None

NEW BUSINESS - None



Minutes of December 3, 1996
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FINANCE
Voucher List 12A in the amount of $223.36).07

Commissioner Webber moved, seconded by Commissioner Klumpp, to approve Voucher List 12A
in the amount of $223,590.07.

On the roll call the vote was as follows:

AYE: C. Klumpp, T. Webber, F. Melamed, G. Klatecki, B. Mattes, D. Drake, M. Parkinson
NAY: None

Motion carried.
PUBLIC HEARING - CHEVY CHASE

This hearing was held for the purpose of obtaining residents’ opinions and comments relative to
the renovation or demolition of the Chevy Chase Clubhouse.

On behalf of the Board of Commissioners President Klatecki expressed their gratitude for the
large number of people attending this meeting and seeing their concern with the decision the
Board has to make. He asked citizens wishing to address the Board to please identify themselves,
give their addresses and state whether they are a resident of Wheeling. The meeting was then
opened to hear citizens’ comments.

The following are excerpts from remarks made from citizens from the audience:

Jeanne Selander, Village of Wheeling Trustee: "Our society today tends to be a throw-away
society and I do think what we have here is something beautiful. I realize there are many
improvements that need to be made and I support the decision to renovate...not to reduce its size,
but keep it as it is. I would willing to help achieve that goal if that is the direction the Board
would like to take. I have been asked to speak on behalf of President Schultz and Trustee
Hartman, who are also in favor of renovating Chevy Chase, and also for my husband, who
disagrees with me."

Stuart Shapiro, Wheeling: "I am a resident, but I am also a board member of the Chicago and
Northeastern Association of Health Underwriters who has held their annual Healthcare Expo here
for the last ten years in addition to their monthly meetings. We are the second largest
organization within the National Association of Health Underwriters. We pack almost 1,000
people into this room. This year we ran a survey of the vendors and the attendees of this year’s
expo. Everybody commented that they would like to see a bigger, renovated structure and do
not want to see this building torn down and neither do I. We are proud to have our expos here
in this village and in this facility and are booked here for 1997 and 1998. Hopefully the Board
will vote to keep this building, renovate it, bring us a better facility, but not lose what we have.
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I also served on the Economic Development Committee of Wheeling 2000. One of the
recommendations of our committee was to have a hotel and banquet facility somewhere on this
end of town. [ believe that this is our banquet facility, and [ don’t want to see it go away. It's
an important part of this community and of us as residents. Please renovate and give us a more
modern facility, but don’t tear it down."

Andy Stein, Wheeling: "I also do not want 1o see the Chevy Chase Clubhouse torn down, and
I don’t believe that it really has to. I don’t want to see $3 million spent to renovate it. I have
done some checking in the Americans with Disabilities Act, and have found two exemptions that
the Park Board can apply for in order to keep from having to do the massive renovations: the
first being under Section 12.204 Architectural Relief Act--while this building is not an actual
historical landmark and not even recognized by the state, there is a provision within the Act that
allows for a locality to determine it as a locally historical place. We are within the Vernon
Township area so it might need to be a joint effort with Wheeling Township to declare this a
locally historical place in order to qualify for that part of the act. Another area of the act,
Section 12.111 calls for reasonable accommodations to be made for a municipality where an
undue hardship would be created by the amount of expenses it would take to make the
renovations necessary. In terms of employment, it allows for job restructuring if the employee
cannot make it to another floor because they are disabled, it allows for reasonable
accommodation; the same goes for public access. When you’re talking about $3 million, it’s
worth going before the Board to ask for that sort of exemption. Also, if the chimney at the back
of the Wayside Room is removed, there is a colony of perhaps thousands of bats, please look into
relocating that colony. My home is across the street and those bats are going to be looking for
a new place to live if the facility is torn down. The majority of the use is from people outside
of the district; I don’t know if I want to subsidize that from my real estate taxes. My question
to the board is instead of raising real estate taxes, can it be funded out of the profits from the golf
course and the facility itself. [ appreciate living across the street from it. I appreciate looking
at it, and I’m not sure I would want to see a facility like they have in Vernon Hills. I support
anything that can be done to save it and go before whatever board it has to for the American
Disabilities Act to see if we can get that exemption."

Connie Vitner, Wheeling resident since 1979: "I prefer not tearing it down. In the summer of
1983 our daughter Cheri was able to participate with her group in filming a spoof of Twilight
Zone in the back halls and rooms of Chevy Chase. I can still remember the giggling of the fifth
graders that just had a ball doing it. Unfortunately our daughter was killed in 1984 by a drunk
driver so she can’t be here to defend it, but [ can still remember the joy whenever I come here.
We have also attended the Wheeling High School Madrigal Dinners held here and were delighted
in how beautifully it was decorated. The wonderful ambiance provided adds greatly to the hard-
working high school performers. It amazes me that there is any question about saving the
building with its historical relation with Wheeling and that it’s booked until 1998. Surely with
its improvements should come even more demand for its use. Let’s look at this as an investment
not only as part of our history, but also as an investment in the future as a self-supporting and
profit-making facility as was done with the golf course."
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Jerome Chudnow, Wheeling, new resident: "My finance has been a 27 year resident. 1 come
from Chicago. All my life I have heard of Chevy Chase. It was always a premier place to go
to. I'm a member of the Chicago Windy City Jitterbug Club; we have dances here. My
recommendation is that you renovate this building. A new hotel and banquet facilities were
mentioned earlier. Maybe you should consider having someone build a hotel adjoining Chevy
Chase. [ went to the last Wheeling 2000 meeting and volunteered for four committees. [ am
interested in Wheeling and hope you are the same."

George Hieber, 36 year resident: "My daughter held a reception at Chevy Chase. 1 am also the
chairman of the Appearance Committee in Wheeling. The architecture of this building is
fantastic. 1 would like to see it renovated. What would you get to replace it. To the residents
it is a landmark."

Laurel Anderson, Wheeling: "I would like to thank everybody that came out tonight to support
this beautiful building. Someone gave us the challenge at one of the meetings to see if we could
fill a room. I think we’ve filled the room. A lot of people are here tonight that don’t live in
Wheeling. I know you want input from Wheeling residents, but just the fact that they took the
time to come here and support this building has to mean something. I talked with an architect
this evening. His credentials are that he was Professor of Architecture, University of Illinois,
Chicago; Professor of Architecture, Notre Dame, Indiana; Professor of Architecture in Rome,
Italy. He is one of the top 40 architects under the age of 40 that was named by the Architectural
League of New York, who name the top 40 architects once every 10 years. This is a young
person, and he has been to Chevy Chase. He has said that he would be glad to come to a board
meeting if necessary. There are things in this building that will never be duplicated. There are
things in this building that the architectural field would hate to lose. From his own words,
"Buildings that are built today are made to last maybe 50 years. Buildings that were built from
the 1900°s to the 1940’s were built to last 200 years." Structuralwise, I think this building is
well, well worth renovation. 1 have talked to a lot of people in town, and they all feel it is well
worth renovation. We want it renovated, but not to a point where you cannot recognize it
anymore. I know it is a hard decision for the board to make, but I think we have to think beyond
the dollar. We have to think about our history and our future. High schoolers have asked me
if it was alright for students to voice their opinion because the building is used by the High
School. If you tear down the building, you tear down a good image of what Wheeling is. Chevy
Chase was a prestigious place and I’m sure it can be that again. We talk about a facility for
youth, for seniors--why don’t we use what we have. I don’t want to see taxes go up, [’'m retired,
but I would rather see my dollars go into something like this rather than hidden taxes where |
don’t know where it’s going."

President Klatecki asked for a show of hands of how many people in the audience where
Wheeling residents. The vast majority were residents.

Tom Martin, Wheeling, 11 year resident: "I am a member of the Wheeling Lions Club, past
president, current treasurer. The Lions Club use this facility for many activities and would love
to see the place stay the way it is. Renovation is great if you can maintain ambiance--that’s the
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magic word. When vou walk into a place with ambiance, it just makes you feel good to be in
it; and this whole facility has been that wayv for many years. I am part of two family-owned
taverns in Chicago: one is over 60 years old. one over 50. These places have ambiance and in
the time we owned them we have made them mechanically sound, but have not changed the
character of what they have been for many. many years. People come in and marvel, saying it
looks the same, but it just sparkles--you have made it better without tearing it up. That’s what
we have to keep in mind. Keep the character and ambiance the same, and don't destroy it
because it is so important to many, many people.”

Philip Stutz, Wheeling: "I can’t say that I represent the entire high school, but I do know I
represent the Fine Arts Department. This weckend we will be having cur 26th Annual Madrigal
Dinner. Having been involved in this for the last 25 years of the dinners, a great deal of success
and the neatness of the dinner is due to the surroundings we have here and the beautiful ambiance
that is created in the ballroom. I’ve been to other high school dinners that were excellent that
were done in a banquet room at a typical hotel and there is just something missing. On behalf
of those involved in the Madrigal Dinner, we would certainly hate to see Chevy Chase change
very much. We would like to see it brought up to standard. It has provided memories for
thousands of people over the years. As a taxpayer I would be happy to pay whatever price would
be necessary to keep it this way."

Judy Abruscato, Village of Wheeling Trustee: "Thirty years of enjoyment. Memories of
weddings, memories of the first fund raiser for the Village of Wheeling, memories of driving
from Chicago as a young girl to come to Chevy Chase for the dances. Memories of the past will
continue in the future. Hopefully your decision will make it possible to continue the dreams of
the past to bring the dreams of the future. I also have memories of my son as President of the
Park Board. I hope in your decision that you will keep in mind that many memories have
lingered for us and the many memories we want to bring to those who would love to see Chevy
Chase stay just the way it is."

Virginia Sherwood, Wheeling, 8 year resident: "I am a senior commissioner in the Village and
on the Board of Directors of Lexington Commons, The word is continuity. I didn’t know that
Chevy Chase was the old Bon Aire Country Club until two years ago. One of my fondest
memories is June 1939 driving out from east Rogers Park in Chicago with a date and my father
with his customers to Arlington Park and then coming here to hear a rising young singer named
Tony Martin, who was just starting out. 1 don’t know about the rest of the older people, but 1
am so tired of making phone calls, hitting computers narrating a voice, I feel like § am lost. The
continuity and beauty of the place, even though I don’t dance or play golf anymore, I would be
very willing to contribute to keep this place going. But don’t change it too much--leave it the
way it is."

Frank Schnaitman, Wheeling: "I am President of the Wheeling Historical Society and am
speaking on behalf of myself and the Society. At our November meeting I was asked to send
a letter to the Board indicating our feelings about keeping Chevy Chase Clubhouse as it is--not
tear it down. [ was on the Board at the Park when Chevy Chase was purchased and I felt very
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strongly about keeping the clubhouse as it is since it was the people of Wheeling who wanted to
keep Chevy Chase and not have apartment butldings put on the property, but to keep it as open
space. A lot of time and money has been spent in maintaining the property as it is now. The
building has a lot of character and should not be torn down. The Society would like to keep it
just the way it is."

Jim Falkiner, Wheeling, 30 year resident: "I grew up in this town, own a house here, had my
wedding reception in the main ballroom, and my brother and sister had their wedding receptions
here. 1 use the golf course throughout the summer, spring and fall. I don’t use this facility as
much as I would like to. People who use this building may not be residents, but they come to
Wheeling and use our restaurants, stores, and spend their money here. This is a profit-making
building for the Park District. The golf course is self supporting. [t takes pressure off taxes to
keep the high school pool going because it is not making money. The new water park is a
venture which we did not know if it would make money or not, fortunately it is. A new
maintenance facility was just built on this property that services all Park District vehicles and
equipment. The cost was $1 million with no tax money used. It was paid for from a fund that
was set up from year-to-year profits. That is what we should consider with this building--it
makes money for us. Let’s be realistic; if we can, let’s go ahead and do it. Let’s renovate it and
keep all the other communities coming into Wheeling, spending their money and enjoying
themselves, coming away from it with a real positive attitude about this town. I'm looking to
stay here. I’'m raising my kids in this town. A lot of my neighbors feel the same way. Let’s
renovate it. Let’s keep it the way it is. From the outside, from the inside, it looks great.
Nowhere can you find a dancefloor like that in the neighboring room. That’s what we take pride
in. Let’s keep it!"

Thomas Vanzile, resident: "I’m a relatively new resident, but have known of Chevy Chase for
a long time. My cousin travels 60 miles here from South Holland every Tuesday night to go
dancing on one of the largest dancefloors in the entire midwest. 1 enjoy the spirit of community
at Chevy. If you rehab and spend money as an investment in a building with this character, this
age, this stature and grandeur, the return you get will be more than just financial, it will be
something we can truly be proud of. This village needs to utilize this building--market it, have
concerts here, dinner theater, hold business expos, to gain recognition; the-Village will gain
recognition also. We’re concerned with the Wheeling 2000 plan and taking this village into the
future. Renovating this building, we should "go back to the future”.

Elizabeth Severson, Arlington Heights, Wheeling High School student: "We do our Madrigal
Dinner here every year, and it would be really hard for us if you should close. We don’t have
anywhere else to go. It’s important to us to have our dinners here at Chevy Chase".

Anita Chernak, Wheeling: "As a student at Wheeling High School and a member of the Madrigal
singers, I feel that Chevy Chase is a hugh part of the richness and culture that Wheeling might
have and if we change it, it takes away part of our history and part of the community atmosphere
that we have. The Madrigal Dinner is a big community event and if it is moved, would not be
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the same. Everyone enjoys the way Chevy Chase is now, don’t change it. There are not many
voung people here tonight. but there are mzny involved with Chevy Chase who want to see it
stay open.”

Lee Vale, Wheeling, Wheeling High Schoo! student: "The Madrigal Dinner is one of the best
community events there is."

Ed Malik, Wheeling: "I am sure the purpese of this meeting is the budget. If it can pay for
itself and can maintain this facility - fine. If we have to scale it down - fine too. Please don’t
short change our children. Let’s keep everzthing and move forward within our budget.”

Mike Kurgan, Wheeling: "The words character, charisma, uniqueness are being used a lot. With
all the new construction going on, you need something like this. I have been to numerous events
here. For the most part, everybody is making a statement about rehabbing Chevy Chase."

Lorraine Haben, Wheeling, life-long resident: "In 1930, with my father driving, we used to
deliver meat here when it was the Bon Aire. In my teens I was a waitress here. The swimming
pool is gone now, but it was the only pool around here. The gambling hall is gone. But
through this all, the character of the building has remained the same. Who can forget Wheeling’s
100th Birthday held here. I came to your very first meeting and at that time was undecided.
Now, don’t you dare tear it down."

Patricia Robbins, Wheeling, Wheeling JayCee member: "The JayCees use this facility every
month. Growing up on the Northshore, Wheeling did not get much respect, but when I tell
people our organization meets at Chevy Chase, they think of it as a prestigious place. Residents
want to see Chevy renovated, but the question is "How many people want to see their tax dollars
used for this renovation”. That’s what the Board needs to know." The show of hands was
overwhelming.

Linda Reading, Wheeling, 31 year resident: "I raised my children here through the public
schools. I belong to the Wheeling Historical Society. I have many friends who have been on
various park boards, village trustees. We had a business in town and have many memories of
functions we have come to at Chevy Chase. I am also an amateur archeologist and a member
of the A.LLA. and the [.LA.A.A. of Illinois and through the years of being active in digging for
artifacts, I have found that people want to keep a hold of the past. The past is important, it’s
something everyone wants to have a part of. It’s a lot easier to hang onto the past when it’s still
with us than to have to dig it up out of the ground or paperwork after it’s buried. I plead with
this Board. You have a unique opportunity here--hang on to it. It’s our past, it’s our present and
it’s our future place in the world. Don’t destroy it like other things have been destroyed, please."

Dr. Ian Taylor, Wheeling, 40 year resident: "I am one of the founders of the Historical Society.
This is a big change from the first meeting we had a year and a half ago when I walked out so
angry I almost had a heart attack! Laurel Anderson, who I didn’t know before this, has done a
tremendous job as an individual, and 1 hope the Board and everybody in this room appreciates
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the number of hours she has put into this on her own. It was a nice gesture of the 3X Copy
Center in town to donate the printing of the rlyers. [ ask that Laurel be given another round of
applause.” Laurel added that flyers were also donated by the Convenient Printing Co., Wheeling.

Dr. Wayne Gilbert, Wheeling, 35 year resident: "We are in an historic position. We talked about
ambiance, the beauty. We’re talking about part of the spirit of this community. This building
is part of the basic foundation that brought people here and made them stay. It would be
criminal to tear it down. My background is walking the streets to get Harper College going.
helped the founders of the Historical Society. 1 worked with a lady that you should remember
and what she did: my buddy Lorraine Lark. I think she’s here tonight too. So not only are the
people here tonight watching what you do, vou’ve got the people who love this community too."

Steven Telow, Wheeling: "Chevy Chase is a landmark, 3/4 of a century old, an architectural
wonder, unique, a working antique, is always making money (I think), is of a foregone period,
from Frank Sinatra to Al Capone to illegal gambling, it was all here. It’s a relic, it’s ancient, a
survivor of the past, it has growing pains: old electrical wiring, old plumbing from a period past,
non-handicapped accessible. This Board is the same slate I ran against as a commissioner
candidate. They are a good ole boys club, 6-0 every time they vote. Not so long ago we citizens
wanted a referendum for building a park. 1,600 signatures were gathered for it to be put on the
ballot. This board turned it down, voted against us and went to vote bonding. $5 million was
spent on the Aquatic Center. It is open 2 months, closed 10 months. Open an ice skating rink
that would be open 365 days a year. That’s how to make a profit. This board is planning to
spend $4 million to build a new Chevy Chase." Mr. Telow enumerated some of the costs and
felt it would only cost $1 million and did not trust the board spending his tax dollars. "Tax
payers have to monitor the Board."

President Klatecki responded that had the Board had plans for Chevy Chase, they would have had
one meeting and would have voted. "We were elected to represent the Wheeling Park District’s
best interests. It was not necessary to go to referendum to build the pool. A survey was sent out,
and the Board vowed that whatever was number one on that list, we would do because we had
the money to do it. It was clear that number one was an outdoor pool. Number 2 was a
recreation center. Listening to the people who elected us, we built you a pool. We had to go
to referendum, not to build the rec center, but to put equipment in it and staff it. We love to see
all the people here tonight to hear your opinions before we make a decision. If we wanted to
make a decision earlier, you would not be here tonight, it would be over."

David Phillips, Wheeling, 26 year resident: "I served on the Infrastructure Committee for the
Wheeling 2000 where discussions were held with both old and new residents who wanted to get
involved with what is going on in Wheeling. Infrastructure is a foundation upon which a
community is built. What you are hearing tonight is about the culture of Wheeling and the things
that are important to us. This facility has been publicly owned and operated for the last two
decades, but it’s roots go deep into the past of our community. It is far more than a brick and
mortar decision.” He stated he does not use many of the Park District facilities, but he is glad we
have them. "Many of the activities at Chevy have been discontinued, most likely because they
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were not profitable. Part of the opportunity for a community to use a facility has to come back
to the types of things like the Fish Fries where people can gather as a community. 1 don’t have
much of a chance to dance or golf but would like to use the facility. I appreciate the Board
bringing this issue before the voters.” Mlr. Phillips donated $10 to the cause.

Gary Hiuleman, Wheeling: "The Board is going to make a decision whether to have a
referendum. It is up to the community to support it or not. The Village of Wheeling is
proposing a 5.6% increase in their tax levy which they can do automatically if unopposed. On
the other hand, in order to support Chevy, we have to go out to our friends and neighbors to save
this place.”

Paul Kline, Plainfield, Illinois: "I am a member of the Chicagoland Round Dance Leader
Society. We use your facility three times a vear. You have an opportunity that we lost. With
a tornado, Plainfield lost historical buildings, the high school and 29 people. I hope the words
and feelings coming from this room influence you to keep that wonderful place that you have."

Warren Sunde, Prospect Heights: "My daughters went to Wheeling High School, and we have
gone to so many events here. We are involved in western dancing now. Your dance floor puts
Julie’s to shame. I wish we had something like this in Prospect Heights. We spend our money
here at restaurants, gas stations, and stores. Please don’t lose this place, we love it here."

Lee Hanson, Wheeling: "I work for a park district. While my usual interest is in natural history,
I am also very interested in cultural history so I too would like to see Chevy Chase renovated.
It would be terribly unfortunate to allow the architectural heritage of Wheeling to be destroyed.
It has educational value and speaks of the past of our community. On an environmental angle,
renovation requires far less energy and material than demolition and building from scratch. My
husband and I would be willing to share in the financial burden of the renovation of this
building."

Connie Vitner, Wheeling: "...the amount of taxes paid will be offset by increasing the value of
property. Don’t always think of the bottom line, but think of the future. The more recognition
this community has, the better the chances are of selling property quickly and at a better price."

John Pestka, Grayslake, [llinois: "I was at your last meeting. Some buildings are destined to be
saved. There was a building in St. Louis that was saved. Today it is the biggest tourist attraction
in St. Louis--the old Union Station." Mr. Pestka read off a partial list of names from a book
from the Illinois Preservation Department, Springfield, that were saved through concerned
citizens. He thought Wheeling Chevy Chase Country Club should also be in that book.

Mary Mozal, Wheeling: "How many signatures will it require for you to make the decision to
save the country club, because I will go out and get them.”

President Klatecki: "It was obvious the residents were giving the Board a clear message. The
Board did not know what to do, but in reality the voters would make the final decision. This
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Board has a history of listening. We feel we have done something for this community that raised
us more than one level. When we called this third meeting, we were hoping for a clear message,
and we do believe we hear it. You want Chevy Chase saved. I'm hearing that many of you
would be willing to work for a referendum.”

Commissioner Parkinson stated he will support whatever the voters want the Board to do and is
willing to support a referendum. It was noted that it was not necessary for a petition to be
circulated for signatures. Commissioner Mattes added that the question is whether the residents
will support a referendum.

Commissioner Parkinson moved, seconded by Commissioner Drake, to have a referendum. The
motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Responding to a question, President Klatecki noted that the wording on the referendum will not
include the words "Chevy Chase" because of state laws. Staff will have to be directed to prepare
the referendum. Director Bavougian stated an ordinance would have to be placed by the Board
authorizing the question and then approved and filed with the County Clerk by January 27 before
an April election. The wording would be much the same as it was with the Recreation Center,
where the Recreation Center was not named. An increase will be requested for the Corporate
or Recreation Fund with the understanding it would be used to pay the debt for those renovations.
The District has separate funds, and in order to go to a referendum an increase for a specific fund
has to be made so that the wording names the fund with the increase. Volunteers will be needed
to go door to door to inform the voters and make sure they go out to vote. Responding to a
question, President Klatecki stated volunteers cannot state the money from the referendum will
be used strictly for Chevy Chase and not used for anything else.

A question was raised from the audience relative to fund raising from non-residents. It was
suggested that such funds could be used by the referendum committee to operate.

Commissioner Melamed moved, seconded by Commissioner Webber, to direct staff to prepare
an ordinance for approval to establish a referendum in April. The motion carried by unanimous
voice vote.

Mr. Shapiro stated Chicago & Northeastern Illinois Association of Health Underwriters will have
their meeting at Chevy next week, and he will seek a donation for the effort. Also, he stated he
will be running as an independent candidate for Trustee in the Village of Wheeling in the April
election and offered to put any referendum literature in with his that will be passed out door to
door.

President Klatecki asked those willing to work on the referendum committee to please sign the
volunteer sheet before they leave. He invited the audience to the next regular board meeting to
be held on December 17 at the Community Recreation Center.
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Andrew Stein asked the Board to still consider any legal opportunities with the American
Disabilities Act and Rehabilitation Act to please see what exemptions we would get to keep the
cost down as he felt the Park District has some options.

Andrew Vargo, Wheeling, 28 year resident. asked how the referendum will be explained by the
volunteers. President Klatecki said a meeting will be arranged and a central phone number will
be set up for people to call in their questions.

President Klatecki declared the public hearing portion of the meeting closed.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Commissioner Mattes moved, seconded by Commissioner
Webber, to adjourn at 8:55 p.m. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Karop T. Bavougian
Secretary

Approved this day of , 1996
Board of Commissioners
Wheeling Park District
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‘This is a tough issue
because it goes deeper
than a business decision.’

Tom Webber,
park commissioner

Rogelio Gutiemez prepares for a
dance Tuesday in the baliroom,
which once drew Hollywood per-
iormers and Capone mobsters.

W EONESYAY, DECEMEER 4, 1994

Voters to take a swing
at clubhouse remodeling

Chevy Chase building needs $3 million in repairs

By Allison E. Beatty

SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

The Wheeling Park District plans to ask
voters in April for funds to renovate Chevy
Chase Country Club.

About 200 residents packed Tuesday
night's public hearing on renovating the
clubhouse as Park District commissioners
voted unanimously to prepare a binding
initiative asking voters for a tax increase to
pay for the renovations.

A formal vote on the prepared initiative
is slated for Dec. 17.

Those who spoke at the hearing voiced
support for restoring the 70-year-old struc-
ture. Many said they would support a tax
increase to fund an estimated $3 million in
repairs.

“You have a unique opportunity
here—hold on to it,” said Linda Reading, a
31-year resident, who urged the Wheeling

Park District Board of Commissioners to
help renovate the structure.

Park Commissioner Tom Webber said the
board faces a difficult decision partly
because many of the people who use the
facility are not Park District residents and
would not pay for its repair.

*“This is a tough issue because it goes
deeper than a business decision,” he said.

The board has yet to decide the amount
of the tax increase that the initiative would
include.

The fate of the stately clubhouse, 1000 N.
Milwaukee Ave., has been discussed for two
years. The building is in need of an esti-
mated $3 million in structural, electrical,
plumbing and other repairs, according to
park officials.

At issue is whether to tear down and
rebuild the structure, or spend the money

SEE VOTERS, PAGE 9
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Dancers step to, big-band music at the Chevy Chase Country Ciub, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling.

Voters

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to renovate it. The building is
part of the Chevy Chase Golf
Course, on the west side of Mil-
waukee Avenue less than a mile
north of Lake-Cook Road. Both
are owned by the Wheeling Park
District. )

Proponents of restoration point
to the building’s history as a
dance hall, nightclub and theater
that featured such stars as Mae
West, Buddy Ebsen and Imogene
Coca.

In the 1930s the site, for a time
called the Bon Air Country Club,
operated as a gambling den fre-
quented by members of the Al
Capone mob. In more recent
years, Chevy Chase has been a
venue for weddings and bar mitz-
vahs.

“I've been going since the
1950s,” said Laurel Anderson, a
Wheeling resident who has spear-

headed a movement to save the
clubhouse. “It was a prestigious
place to go.”

The club still attracts crowds
from all over the Chicago area
and into Wisconsin for ballroom
dancing. Banquets and other
events have been booked into
1998, Anderson said.

The 2%-story, Tudor-style struc-
ture has reddish brick on the first
floor, white stucco and a dark
brown wood frame second floor
and an attic.

The first floor has about 50,000
square feet of ballroom and ban-
quet facilities and a bar and res-
taurant for golfers. The second
floor includes a room for bridal
preparation, offices and an indoor
driving range.

Anderson and fellow resident
Darlene Brill have distributed
about 5,000 fliers in recent weeks
to drum up support among area
residents to save the building.

“This is something that's going
to affect our entire community,
because it’s part of the commu-

nity,” Anderson said. “There are
things in that building that cannot
be duplicated in a new building.”

If the Park District decides to
renovate, the cost likely would fall
on taxpavers, who would have to
approve a referendum issue to
raise construction funds. Ander-
son said that cost has been esti-
mated at $30 per year in higher
property taxes for the typical
homeowner.

“Taxes are always going up for
one thing or another,” she said.
“A lot of times, they're hidden
taxes. This way, you would see
your tax dollars at work.”

If the building is torn down, it
would probably be replaced by a
much smaller clubhouse that
would cost $750,000 to $1 million,
according to Karop Bavougian,
director of parks and recreation.

Tuesday's public meeting was
the third held since August 1995
as Park District officials try to
gauge community opinion on the
issue.
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By CHERI BENTRUP

STAFF WRITER

It appears the easy part is
over, and the hard work is
about to begin.

Wheeling residents suc-
cessfully convinced the
Wheeling Park District Board
of Commissioners that they
want to save Chevy Chase
Clubhouse from the wrecking
ball. But now residents are
needed Lo make sure an April
1 referendum succeeds.

Board members voted
unanimously after a public
hearing Dec. 3 to place a ref-
erendum on the spring ballot,
asking residents to approve a
tax rate increase to pay for
$2.8 million in renovations at
Chevy Chase, 1000 N. Mil-
waukee Ave.

This was the third public
hearing the Park Board
hosted to decide the fate of
Chevy Chase.

Before settling on an op-
tion calling for almost $3 mil-
lion in clubhouse
renovations, the Park Board
also was considering other
options for the [lacility as
well,

ey tossed about razing

bhouse and rebuilding it at the same size for
jon. They also pondered tearing down every-
thing except the Gable Room and building a small
banquet hall for $2.3 million.
with tearing down the clubhouse and building a

Chevy Chase Ciubhouse.

They even wrestled

Chevy Chase Continued from page 5

Board in full costume,

“This (dinner) is a big com-
munity event and everyone
enjoys this place as it is now,”
one of the students said.
“There may not be as many
students here as you would
like 10 see, but many of us are
involved in the community.
Many of us are involved in
Chevy Chase, and many of us
would like to see it stay open.”

£ We want it
renovated, but we
don’t want it
remodeled {o a
point where we
don’t recognize it
anymore.

Resident
Laurel Anderson

bout 90 minutes of
lis 0 comments from
the residents, Board President
Greg Klatecki said the board
had no choice bul to ask for a
referendum on the April bal-
lot.
“It's obvious you're making
a clear decision. When we
called this third meeting, we
were hoping for a clear mes-

sage, and if I may speak for
my fellow Beard members, |
think we hear it — you want
Chevy Chase saved and many
of you would be willing to
work for a referendum 1o save
it. I don’t see what else we can
do,” Klatecki said.

Klatecki cautioned that the
referendum, when drafted by
park staff, will not include the
words "Chevy Chase,” in
accordance with state law. In-
stead, il will ask for a tax rate
increase in one of the park
district's funds.

Therefore, it wilt be up to a
group of voluntieers to go door
to door explaining the referen-
dum and its necessily o their
neighbors, he said.

Park Director Karop Bavou-
gian said he is still working to
determine what increase will
be requested, but he said the
tax rate should not increase by
more than 10 cents. In 1995,
the park district’s tax rate was
55.8 cenis per $100 of assessed
property value.

The Park Board must ap-
prove the referendum ordi-
nance by Jan. 27 o have it
placed on the April 1 ballot.
The Board's next meeting is at
7 p.m. Dec. 17 in the Wheeling
Recreation Center, 333 W.
Dundece Road.

AVAVAVAVA

small golf elubhouse for $1.3 million.

The first two hearings were not very well at-
tended, and many of those who spoke were not
Wheeling residents, who would be paying for the
renovations through their tax dollars. But last

Joe) Lermner/Pioneer Press.
The lines were long as residents filed Into a public hearing held last week on the future of the

hevy Chase fate up to voters

week, an estimated 200 peo-
ple, many of whom identified
themselves as residents,
packed the Devonshire Room
of the elubhouse to capacity
and pleaded with the Board
to save the historical club-
house.

‘"We want it renovated, but
we don’t want it remodeled to
a point where we don't recog-
nize it anymore,” said resi-
dent Laurel Anderson, who
started a grass-roots effort to
notify people of last week's
public hearing. “This build-
ing is used by a lot of people.
If you tear it down, you're
tearing down a very good
image of what Wheeling is.”

Frank Schnaitmann, presi-
dent of the Wheeling Histori-
cal Society and a member of
the Park Board when the
park district purchased
Chevy Chase in the late '70s,
also asked that the building
be spared.

“It was the people of
Wheeling who wanted to
keep Chevy Chase and not
build apartments on this
land. The building, to me, has
a lot of characler and should
not be torn down. On behalf
of the Society, we'd like you

to keep it just the way it is.”

Wheeling High School’s madrigal singers, who

use Chevy Chase's ballroom each December to
stage their madrigal dinner, appeared before the

(Continued on page 13)
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helped the Library Board with a successful ref-
erendum to build an addition to the library.

Wheeling trustees approve a telecommuni-
cations tax to go into effect Oct. 1. The tax is
expected to generate $500,000 of revenue a
year for the village. The $ percent tax applies
to all telephone calls, faxes, cellular phones,
pagers, commuter lines and any other commu-
nications that are transmitted similarly.

Village Manager Craig Anderson seys the tax
is yet another source of income for the village
and one which many surrounding suburbs al-
ready have enacted. Five percent is the maxi-
mum tax the state allows a municipality to
cnact on telecommunications services.

Janet D'Argo, who served as Wheeling's vil-
lage clerk from 1985 to 1989, is again appointed
to the position by Village President Sheila
Schultz. D’Argo will complete the term vacated
by Jeanne Selander, when she was appointed
to fill a trustee vacancy left by the resignation
of Bob Todd.

The clerk’s position is up for election in the
April 1997 municipal elections.

September

Viltage trustees hire the public relations firm
of Siles & Walsh for another six months at a
cost of $12,000 to promote a positive image of
the village. The firm was first hired six months
carlier. When Siles & Walsh was hired earlier
in the year, Truslees Bob Heer and Patrick
Horcher voted agoinst the hiving, but the board
voles unanimously when extending their con-
{ract for another six months.

Challenges to the testing procedure for

. promotion within the Wheeling Police Depart-

ment are answered, and the test scores will
stand, the village's Board of Fire and Police
Commissioners decide. Four officers who took
the test in hopes of being promoted to ser-
geants challenged certain portions of the test.

Among the complaints were that assessors
were not adequately trained to grade the offi-
cers; there was a lack of systematic scoring
within the process; and instructions on some
portions were not clear. As sergeants, officers
move into a supervisory position, receive a
higher salary and are given more responsibil-
ity.

A 25-year-old Wheeling man is awarded $1.8
million in damages four years after his car was
rear-ended by a United Parcel Service truck in
Northfield. Steven Froh broke his neck in the
Seplember 1992 accident when the 5.5-ton
truck ‘struck his compact car on Willow Road.
Because of an agreement among both parties’
attorneys, Froh will teceive a maximum of $1.5
million.

October -

On the verge of celebrating their 10-year anni-
versary as co-owners of Palwaukee-Municipal
Airport, village officials from Wheeling and
Prospect Heights express interest in rewriting
the intergovernmental agreement that governsg
the airport. Prospect Heights officials are upset
to learn that Wheeling extended a water main
to provide service to the new control tower and
a new Priester hangar at the airport. Prospect
Heights officials say they were not notified the
main was being installed.

Less than a year afler it opened, C.K. Finer
Foods closes its doors at 550 W, Dundee Road
in Lynn Plaza. The grocery store replaced a Do-

minick’s slore that left in Feb. 1995. Domin-

ick’'s had served Wheeling residents for 22
years, but company officials said the builqing

was just too small to house their current needs.

With much anticipation, Crawdaddy Bayou
restaurant at 412 N. Milwaukee Ave., opens its
doors, bringing a slice of Loulsiana cooking to
the northwest suburbs. Owners say their res-
taurant will fit in well with Wheeling's famed
Restaurant Row. In addition to authentic
Cajun food, the restaurant offers a full-service
bar, gift shop of Cajun specialty items and a
small theater where customers can view a
movie about life on the bayou while waiting for
their tables.

November

The suburbs are typically a suburban strong-
hold, but Democrats do surprisingly well in the
Nov. 5 elections. In Wheeling Township, Bill
Clinton beats Republican Bob Dole in the pres-
ident’s race and Dick Durbin is elected U.S.
senator over Al Salvi. Demncrats Lauren Beth
Gash and Terry Link also win in Wheeling
Township for state House and Senate, respee-
tively.

Chevy Chase Clubhouse is decorated for a
celebration as Village President Sheila Schultz
reads the (inal report of the yearlong “Wheel-
ing: 2000 and Beyond" strategic improvement
project. The report offers suggestions aboul
what can make Wheeling a better place in
which to live. A year ago, residents volunteered
for the various committees that included eco-
nomic development, infrastructure, commu-
nity service, pgovernment, cducalion,
communily diversily and image.

Schullz says the suggestions would be for-
warded to the appropriate government bodies.
She expects the village will begin implement-
ing some of the plan’s suggestions in early
1997.

Cathelics are joined by people of all faiths
in mourning the death of Cardinal Joseph Ber-
nardin. The Rev. Fred Brandstrader of St. Jo-
seph parish in Wheeling says his parishioners
are feeling a sincere loss over the Cardinal’s
death. Brandstrader says he lost a friend and a
role model.

December

The Wheeling Park Board agrees to place a ref-
erendum on the April 1997 ballot to fund an es-
timated $3 million in renovations to Chevy
Chase Clubhouse. About 200 people pack the
Devonshire Room of the clubhouse Dec. 3, tell-
ing park commissioners they want the club-
house saved. The park district was considering
razing the building and building just a restau-
rant for golfers, or a smaller banquet facility
that would better suit the district’s needs.

Village President Sheila Schultz announces
plans to run for a fifth term in the April 1997
municipal elections. A first, Schuliz announces
she will not form a slate of candidates. Greg
Klatecki, president of the Wheeling Park
Board, soon after announces his plan to chal-
lenge Schuitz for the presidency.

Klatecki, a teacher at Holmes Middle School
in Wheeling, says residents have been encour-
aging him to run for the village president posi-
tion for the last two years. In the spring.
Klatecki will finish his second term on the
Wheeling Park Board.

Residents also come forward to run for the
three open trustee spots on the Village Board.
Bill Rogers, a Palwaukee Airport commissioner
and former village trustee, announces his can-

didacy, along with insurance broker Stuar

Shapire, attorney William Spangenberg anr
real-estate professional Trevor Lehmann,
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Madrigal Dinner. oneof the many events hosted

at Chevy Chase. Turnabout is another big event that WHS
holds at Chevy Chase. (Photo by Elizabeth Severson)

Chevy Chase scheduled for renovation,
Wheeling citizens voice their opinions

by Elizabeth Severson
Managing Editor

A referendum for renovating the Chevy Chase club-
house will be voted on during the April 1 general elec-
tions. The Wheeling Park District board scheduled the
referendum at the Dec. 5 board meeting.

“There were three meetings on Chevy Chase and
rnore people showed up at each one. The referendum is
needed because a consensus of people is needed to raise
tax money,” Greg Klatecki, board president, said

Il passed, the referendum will raise taxes 7.5 percent
for the renovations that will take place over the next 10
years. Students who are residents of Wheeling who
wish to vote in the April 1 election must register at
Village Hall by March L. Registration requires 18 years of
age, and two forms of identification, one with a current
address.

Wheelings Village Hall is located at 255 W, Dundee
Rd, across from the Wheeling post office.

“I think its good that anybody who reaches the vot-

ingage should take advantage o the privilege they have
to vote. Students should lock into it and vote lor con-
science,one way or the other. Ithink it would be good 1o
geteverybody out to vote, then we could have a torat feel-
ing from the community rather than just the few who
did vore,” Philip Stutz, Fine and Perlorming Arts coordi-
nator, said.

On Dec. 5, concerned citizens spoke in Lwor of reno
vating the existing building due to the historical impor-
tance of the building,

“The number ol people were there-1 don't know il it
was a surprise—but they'd always said come and
express your opinions and your leelings. The outpour-
ing from the community, should we say, was a big,
happy surprise for me,” Mr Stutz said.

“The Madrigals attended the board meeting alter a
concert at the Cunio Mansion. | was surprised at the
amount of people at the meeting. A few of the other
Madrigals and | spoke in [avor of renovating the club-
house,” Jimmy Jay, junior, said.

Tiirnaboiit’ brinog new meaning to students.



" Chevy Chase renovation
backers begin sales pitch

By Bos MCKEE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

The real work in determining the
fate of the Chevy Chase Country
Club clubhouse begins today.

Wheeling residents who want
$2.76 million in renovations done to
the 78-year-old local landmark will
gather there to plan bow to per-
suade the village the effort is worth
higher taxes.

“It takes a lot of manpower to get

the word spread,” said Wheeling
park district board member
Francine Melamed. “Officially, it
starts (today).”
* The park district, at the behest of
residents, placed on the April 1 bal-
lot a referendum to ask voters’ per-
mission to raise its tax rate — now
58 cents per $100 assessed property
valuation — by another 7% cents.
The owner of a home with a market
value of $125,000 would pay about
$29 more than the approximately
$220 they paid last year.

At today’s meeting, which starts at
9 am. at the clubhouse, 1000 N. Mil-
waukee Ave., volunteers will decide
how they will go about selling the
referendum. That will probably

mean knocking on doors, holding
community meetings and making
phone calls.

The volunteers also will get a les-
son of what exactly the referendum
entails so they can answer resi-
dents’ questions, such as how much
money saving the clubhouse could
cost them.

“They want to know what their
money is going for,” said Laurel
Anderson, a supporter of saving the
clubhouse. “You have to have a rea-
son to tell them why this is impor-
tant..”

Though the structure is sound,
deterioration through the years has
created a need for improvements to
the electrical and heating systems
and other repairs.

But the district is well aware that
convincing people to pay more taxes
isn’t always easy. For instance, it
took two times before voters in 1992
approved a referendum to raise
enough taxes to furnish and staff the
park district’'s Community Center at
333 W. Dundee Road.

Officials say one difference
between the first and second
attempts was an increased amount
of door knocking and other work.
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gear up for

Chevy

By CHERI BEnTRUP
STAFF WRITER

Volunteers have started or-
ganizing the referendum
campaign to renovate Chevy
Chase Clubhouse.

Voters in the Wheeling
Park District will decide
April 1 whether lo spend $2.8
million to renovate the
1920s-cra clubhouse at 1600
N. Milwaukee Ave. The park
district purchased the build-
ing and golf course in 1977
after a successful referen-
dum.

Residents who vote in
favor of saving the clubhouse
will be agreeing to spend an
additional 7.5 cents per $100
of equalized assessed valua-
tion to the park district’s cor-
porate fund, generating $1.2
million.

‘The current tax rate is 58
cents per $100 of equalized
assessed value. The park dis-
trict estimates that a home-
owner with a $3,000 tax bili
will pay an additional $25.26
if the referendum is ap-
proved.

Thirty-five people attended
the “Friends of Chevy" orga-
nizational meeting Saturday
to learn more specifics about
the referendum and how the
campaign will be operated.
It's now up to the velunteers
to get the word out and to
persuade people 1o go to the
polis April 1.

“The park district can in-
form, but we can't persuade”
someone how to vole, said
Trudy Wakeman, promotions
director for the park district.
Therefore, a strong number
of volunteers are needed to
discuss the upcoming refer-
endum with other residents.

All those who are inter-
ested in volunteering and
were uhable to atlend Satur-
day's mecling can call the
park district at (847) 485-3333
to be put in contact with the
referendum committee, Wa-
keman said. The next

Chase

Friends of Chevy meeting
will begin at 9 a.m. Fecb. 8 at
Chevy Chase.

Among volunteers’ duties
will be handing out literature
to inform residents of the
proposed tax increase and
knocking on their neighbors’
doors in search of favorable
voles for the referendum.

One stumbling block for
volunteers is to educate vot-
ers that the referendum will
benefit Chevy Chase's reno-
vation. In aecordance with
state law, the referendum will
ask for a tax rate increase in
one of the park district funds.
but it will not include the
words ‘“Chevy Chase.”

For Saturday’s meeting,
the park district invited those
who atiended the Dec. 3 pub-
lic hearing on Chevy Chase,
an estimated 200 people. At
that hearing, the Park Board
voted unanimously to seek a
referendum in the April elec-
tion.

That was the third public
hearing the Park Board had
concerning Chevy Chase be-
fore making its decision o
seek the tax increase. The
two previous hearings were
not well-allended by resi-
dents, whose iax dollars
would be spent regardless of
which option the Park Board
chose for Chevy Chase.

Besides renovating the
clubhouse. the Park Board
considered several other op-
tions. They included razing
the clubhouse and rebuilding
it at the same size for $3 mil-
lion; tearing down everything
except the Gable Room and
building a small banquet hall
for $2.3 million; or tearing
down the entire clubhouse
and building a small golf
clubhouse for $1.3 million.

At the Dec. 3 public hear-
ing, Park Board President
Greg Klatecki said the strong
showing of residents gave the
board no other option than to
seek a referendum io reno-
vate the clubhouse.
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The Wheeling Countryside wants your news.

Here's who to contact
and how to get in
touch with them.

Mail all Martin Bartels
cormespondence 1o: _ 797-5102
Wheeling Countryside ~ ® Arts and entertainment

291 N. Miintan Ave

WEeekLY DIGEST |

Chevy meeting planned for Saturday

“Friends of Chevy Chase,” a volunteer community
group working on the Chevy Chase Clubhouse referen-
dum campaign, will meet at 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 8, at
the clubhouse, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. The public is in-
vited.

At the meeting, committees will discuss their work
plans to ensure successful passage of the referendum to
renovate the 1920s-era clubhouse. Residents will vote on
the referendum April 1.

Those who cannot attend Saturday’s meeting, but
want to participate on a committee, can write to “Friends
of Chevy Chase,” P.O. Box 682, Wheeling 60090.
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Wheeling/ How often do we
have a chance to vote and
have it mean something?

Wheeling Park District is
submitting a referendum
April 1 to renovate Chevy
Chase. The decision to
renovate or demolish the
existing building is up to the
Wheeling Park District
voters. While it will increase
our park district tax, we wil}
be able to see our tax dollars
at work in the restoration
and preservation of a
beautiful, unique, old
building with a lot of class,
history, nostalgia and
ambience.

This building is a big asset
for Wheeling, bringing a lot
of people together. It is good
for business: People coming
to dance frequent the
restaurants, gas stations and
other businesses. This
building has the only wood
ballroom dance floor in the
far northern Illineis area. It
would be a shame to
demolish it and put up
something brick and glass,
The woodwork alene can
never be duplicated. It is a
warr, intimate, cozy
atmosphere, even though the
main ballrcom can
accommodate a large
amount of people.

Although it needs major
renovations for plumbing,
wiring, heating, air
conditioning and handicap
accessibility, if we can save
the building, it would be a
definite asset {0 Wheeling
and the surrounding area. If
you have never been there,
walk through the building.
The small rooms
accommodate fewer people
for meetings, showers and
small parties. All the rooms

are intimate and warm.

This beautiful building
has great potential for more
use in the future, It can be a
money maker for the
community as a whole.
Please join us in the effort to
save this building by'casting
your yes vote on April 1.

Help us preserve and
renovate this beautiful
building, to preserve its
heritage for our children and
grandchildren.

We need volunteers to
help save Chevy Chase by
contacting neighbors, friends
and business associates in
Wheeling and asking them
to vote yes on this
referendum. If you can help
pass out flyers and make
phone calls, please call me at
(847) 537-2593. Funds are
being collected in any
amount to help defray costs
of getting the word out.
Thanks for your support!
Any donations to help
“Friends of Chevy Chase”
can be sent to: Friends of
Chevy Chase, P.O. Box 682,
Wheeling, 1L 60090.

Laurel H. Anderson, Friends
of Chevy Chase chairperson

State mandates
squeeze county

Chicago/ As you and your
readers may know, Cook
County performs a variety of
services to the public, largely
in the public safety and
health care areas. But like
many other counties
throughout the state and
nation, Cook County’s
responsibilities are growing
while its funding remains
static, Now more than ever,
this is caused by an
increasing number of
mandates imposed by state
government that forces the

county to expend
resources without financial
support.

Moreover, local
administrators are not at the
table when these new laws
and responsibilities are
developed, which means
these changes are made
without input regarding
their impact at the local
level.

As mandated by the state,
Cook County government is
required to operate the
county’'s criminal justice
system. Cook County runs
the largest jail complex and
the largest unified court
system in the country. We
provide sheriff's personnel to
protect our unincorporated
areas and courthouses
countywide, prosecutors to
try defendants and public
defenders to represent
indigent suspects. We've
added 183 prosecutors since
1987 and doubled the state’s
attorney's budget.

Cook County spends at
least $800 million a year on
state-mandated costs, two-
thirds of which are for
criminal justice. By contrast,
the state provides only about
$300 million to cover those
costs,

That leaves county
taxpayers responsible for the
remaining half-billion dollars
in state mandates. And the
state regularly tacks on
millions more in unfunded
mandates.

Here are a few examples:

B Requiring the county to
come up with $13 million
more for residential
placement of troubled youth;

B Mandating juveniles be
tried as adults for certain
crimes but providing no
pretrial funds to hold them
in our juvenile center, often
for over a year instead of the
nsnal connle nf manthe: and

B A potentially costly new
mandate to pay more for
appeals court cases and
another mandate to provide
free lawyers for deadbeat
parents in child support
cases.

In addition, increased
penalties for some felony
convictions have prompted
suspects to seek trial rather
than plead guilty, leading to
longer stretches in County
Jail for those awaiting trial.

But these are only a few ,
examples that deal with
public safety. Another costly
mandate imposed only on
Cook County is the
unnecessary Property Tax
Appeals Board, which
duplicates existing tax
reviews, (and) will cost $3
million to run in 1997 and
may delay $7 billion in
revenues to 800 local taxing
districts.

As the state continues to
shift greater burdens on the
county regarding public
safety and other services, it's
reasonable to ask that
Illinois lawmakers share
state tax dollars with Cook
County. Working together,
with all parties at the table,
will help ensure that the
concerns of all taxpayers are
addressed.

John H. Stroger Jr.
President,

Cook County Board
of Commissioners

Public safety
needs protection

Chicago/ Last November,
Illinois voters sent a strong
message. They wanted
public officials concerned
about the health and safety
of children and families.
They wanted leaders who

sl ctand v ol Babe o

reasonable gun violence
prevention measures,

This year, the General
Assembly should remember
this message and oppose any
misguided efforts to allow
the carrying of concealed
handguns. After all, nearly
eight in 10 registered voters
disagreed with Senate
candidate Al Salvi’s support
of concealed handguns.

Our leaders should instead
focus on the growing
problem of children and gun
violence. In 1994 alone,
according to the National
Center for Health Statistics,
402 JIllinois children died
from gun violence. This
amounts to a classroom of
kids every three weeks. It
also means that at the end of
today we will have lost at
least another child.

Our leaders have the
responsibility and public
support to do everything
within their power to protect
children from gun violence.
They can enact sensible
policy which guards children
from unsecured guns and
their easy availability. They
can also authorize the
tracing of guns used in
crime against children and
hold people financially
accountable who supply
guns to kids.

Toc¢ many of our children
are dying; and we, as a
community of leaders and
citizens, need to accept
collective responsibility for
their death and injury. We
also need to decide that
protecting children from gun
violence is as important as
protecting them from hair-
eating Cabbage Patch dolls
and excessively powerful air
bags.

Dan Kotowski
Executive Director
Illinois Council Against
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By Bos MCKEE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Chevy Chase Country Club in
.. Wheeling will host a concert by
< singer B.J. Thomas next month,
-+the first major entertainment
~event there in 35 years.
- - The news is welcome to sup-
=porters of the April 1 referen-
dum, which would raise money

Supporters hope that the con-
cert will help voters see the
building’s many possibilities.

« “Utilize it the way it used to be
utilized when people used it
more,” said resident Juanita
Sachs, one of the Wheeling resi-
dents who supports plans to
save the 78-year-old building.

Thomas, who recorded “Rain-
drops Keep Falling on My
Head” and other pop, country
and gospel hits, will do two
shows in the clubhouse at 1000
N. Milwaukee Ave. Perfor-
mances will be at 7 and 10 p.m.
March 29. Tickets will cost $22
and $25.

Wheeling Park District board
Vice President Bill Mattes said
holding the concert in the 600-
seat ballroom is a way to put the
building to use when it would
otherwise be closed.

Mattes said a similar show
hasn't been held at Chevy

Chase during the past 35 years,

to renovate the historic building.

Wheeling Park District
revives Chevy Chase
by scheduling concert

He added other concerts may be
held in the future if the Thomas
show is successful.

“We’ve got to start some-
where,” Mattes said. He said
getting support for the referen-
dum isn’t the concert’s intent —
but hopes people might be
spurred to support the referen-
dum if the show is successful.

Voters will be asked to raise
taxes to pay for $2.76 million in
repairs. Park officials say the
building is structurally sound
but heating and electrical
improvements are needed.

Residents will be asked to
raise the district’s tax rate —
currently 58 cents per every
$100 of assessed property valua-
tion — by another 7% cents. The
owner of a home with a market
value of $125,000 would pay
about $29 more than the approx-
imately $220 they paid last year.

Such events as the Thomas
concert used to be the usual
fare at the elegant Chevy Chase,
says Sachs. People commonly
attended dances and heard big
band music there. And Sachs
says people would realize the
value of keeping the building
around if it were used like it was
in the past. -

“(It would be popular again) if
they went back to things like
they did a number of years ago
... it was loaded,” Sachs said.




Richard Baijalieh/Pioneer Press

Wheeling Village Health Officer Michael Boyle unpacks in his
new office. Boyle was one of 14 employees from the village's
Community Development Department to move from Village
Hall to the_faopmer Wickes Fumiture store.

Furniture store at 3561 W. Dundee liqad. The
move is an eff free up some space in Vil-
lage Hall.

Phone numbers for the Community Devel-
opment Department have remained the same,
and calls were being routed as of Friday after-
noon to the new offices. ’

“When the phones shifted over in the after-
noon, we got out of the other offices,” said
Mike Klitzke, community development direc-
tor.

About four customers easily found their
way to the new offices that afternoon, he said.
Signs are posted in Village Hall notifying res-
idents and developers of the move.

Also, road signs have been posted at the in-
tersection of Northgate Parkway and Dundee
Road to direct customers to Wickes. Another
sign on Northgate directs drivers to the of-
fice's entrance in the rear of the furniture
store, Klitzke said.

The Community Development Department
handles questions about planning and zoning
and issues permits for new construction,

Aalitone oalld, 43¢ ULily 1cdall Lcy | fave w
go to Village Hall is if they have to deal with
another department or pay a wale or
something.”

The vacated Community Development De-
partment won't be empty for long. The de-

- partment left behind its desks and furniture

for representatives of the Wheeling Police De-
partment, who will move in once some reno-
vations are made.

Police Chief Michael Haeger was expected
to go before trustees at Monday's Village
Board meeting to seek approval for hiring an
architectural firm to draw renovation plans
for the former Community Development De-
partment.

The cost of architectural services is nol to
exceed $7,650, which the Police Department
has available, Haeger said in a memo to trus-
tees.

The Police Department expects to move its
records department and administrative of-
fices into the new space once renovations are
completed.

Confronting Ch vy h se’s future

What if
vote fails?

By CHERI BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

All six candidates for the Wheeling
Park Board are optimistic that the
referendum to renovate Chevy Chase
Clubhouse will be approved by voters
April 1.

If it fails, however, each candidate

realizes that the next step may be the
most difficult of all.
Incumbents Mark Parkinson, Fran
Melamed and Tom Webber agree that
if the referendum is not successful,
the life span of the Tudor-style club-
house is limited.

“It has to come down if it's not ap-
proved,” said Parkinson. “We all

know there is sentimental attach-
ment to Chevy. But we also need to
look at it from a business sense.”

The Park Board had been debating
the fate of the 1920s-era clubhouse for
nearly two years before residents
turned out for a December 1996 pub-
lic hearing, asking that a referendum
be placed on the April ballot.

“It was wonderful to see that kind
of outpouring,” Melamed said. “At
least the decision isn’t all ours now. 1
support the referendum and will
work to try to get it passed.”

Park commissioners in December
1994 received an architectural report
stating that it would cost an esti-
mated $2.76 million to renovate
Chevy Chase and bring it into compli-
ance with the American With Disabil-
ities Act, as well as with other code
requirements.

Other options discussed included
razing the clubhouse and building a
small banquet hall or a facility to

serve the needs of golfers at the
Chevy Chase course.

The failure of the referendum
would allow the Park Board to con-
centrate on serving the golfers, who
provide a growing amount of revenue
each year.

“It all depends on the answer com-
ing from the voters,” Melamed said.
“I would have to look at an alterna-
tive plan, primarily to serve the golf
course.

“If it fails, and if it fails big, there
will be no Chevy Chase (clubhouse).”

Melamed said she also would con-
sider going for a second referendum
if the community demanded it.

Webber agreed that he was pleased
with the public’s turnout at the De-
cember public meeling when com-
missioners decided to seek a
referendum.

“I'm very proud of the direction the
board's taken,” he said. ““We had that
third hearing because we felt we

didn’'t have the pulse of the commu-
nity to make a decision. The response
was proactive in that Chevy Chase
means something to the community.”

Audience members were told that
only about 12 percent of Wheeling
residents use the building, although
they would be the ones footing the
bill for the necessary renovations.

“However, they still supported the
referendum hecause of their emo-
tional tie to the facility,” Webber said.
“If it gets slammed hard, I'm of the
opinion it would be futile to go back a
second time.,”

Instead, Webber said, the Park
Board would tear down the main
clubhouse and build a smaller club-
house for the golf course and a ban-
quet facility primarily to
accommodate corporate golf outings.
He envisions that building would be
about a third of the size of the current
building.

(Continued on page 13)
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Continued from page 5

The three newcomers said
they have not heard from the
Park Board what would hap-
pen to Chevy Chase if the ref-
erendum is unsuccessful. But
if elected, all would be willing
to give the referendum a sec-
ond try if it fails the first time
around.

Mike Kurgan said he
doesn’t feel the Park District
has released enough informa-
tion about the necessary reno-
vations and costs involved for
residents to make an in-
“ormed decision.

“I think Chevy Chase is
very important, but our deci-
sicas need to be based on
more facts,” Kurgan said.

If tte referendum fails,
Kurgan said, he would be in
favor of giing to voters a sec-
ond time axd getting more in-
formatior” on the costis
involved | the renovation.

“If T win, my vote is to get
msre  information on both
ends,” he said.

* Paul Philipp said he would
prefer to see the park district
continue to maintain the club-
house if the referendum f{ails.

“If it fails. there is only one
solution,” Philipp said. “We
need lo operate it Band-Aid
style. But, if the wrecking ball

becomes necessary down the -

line, there is nothing we can
do about it.”
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Flat Reg. $23.49

ALL CEILING
PAINTS

On sale nowl
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Clossic 99° Ceiling Paint Reg. $20.49

Premium® Brushes and Rollers

25%-45% OFF

TUHg

All Kitchen & Bath
and Juvenile Themed
Wallpaper Books

33 %=64% OFF

Ceiling papers, hning papérs and fobrics bound in sample books nol included

*low price guoroniee opplies to retail soles only.
Compstitor’s price must ba varifiable. See store for delails.
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Buy 1 bolt of in-stock wallpaper
and get the 2nd boit for

25% OFF

Instock not available in oif stoces. Palerns moy vory by locotion

SALE PRICES EFFECTIVE THROUGH MARCH 31, 1997, ALL SAVINGS ARE OFF REGULAR PRICES.
@997 The SharwinWillioms Company. Nol responsible for typographical or artwork ecrors. Sherwin-Williams reserves the right to correc! erors ot point of purchase

1701 North Harlem Ave.
-299-4010
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Volunteers push for Chevy Chase vote

By CHER!I BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

Local volunteers have less
than four weeks to convince
residents to vote in favor of
saving and renovating Chevy
Chase Clubhouse.

Friends of Chevy Chase, a
volunteer organization raising
awareness and support for the
referendum, is gearing up its
campaign to save the
1920s-era clubhouse. The
clubhouse, owned by the
Wheeling Park District, is in
need of an estimated $2.8 mil-
lion in repairs.

Laurel Anderson, chairman
of the Friends group, said vol-
unteers held a campaign kick-
off meeting March 1 at the
clubhouse, 1000 N. Milwaukee
Ave. Fliers and window signs
were distributed at that meet-
ing and more committee as-
signments were made, she
said.

“Phone campaigns will start
the first two weeks of March,
and we're still looking for
more volunteers for that,” An-
derson said.

The major obstacle the com-
mittee faces is to inform resi-
dents that the {ax increase
will be used to renovate the
aging clubhouse, although
election law prohibits the

Chevy

Continued from page 5

The three newcomers said
they have not heard from the
Park Board what would hap-

" Pl Prre

words “Chevy Chase” from
appearing on the April 1 bal-
lot.

Voters are being asked in a
referendum whether to in-
crease their property taxes by
1.5 cents per $100 of equalized
assessed valuation to the

Wheeling Park District's cor--

porate fund, generating $1.2
million for renovations.

The current tax rate is 58
cents per $100 of equalized as-
sessed valuation. A home-
owner with a $3,000 tax bill
would pay an additional $25.26
if the referendum is approved.

“It’s really hard to convince
someone to raise their taxes,
but in the long run I think it'll
benefit the community,” An-
derson said. “l understand a
lot of people in the commu-
nity don't use the clubhouse,
but it is-good for the town. It
brings people here.

“People identify Chevy
Chase with Wheeling. It's
good for the community not

only for what it’s been in the.

past, but for what it can be in
the future. If it wasn't here, it
would be a loss to the commu-
nity.”

-

In addition to the phone
campaign, Anderson plans to
have volunteers walking door
10 door this month, handing
out fliers and talking to resi-
dents about the upcoming ref-
erendum.

The committee also is hav-
ing buttons produced encour-
aging support of Chevy Chase.

Committee members plan to

ask employees in the service
industries, such as beauti-
cians, waiters and waitresses,
to wear the buttons when they
work, she said.

SUPERPAINT

INTERIOR PAINTS

Top of the line, one coat
coverage. 20-year warranty.

“It's amazing the number of
people I've talked to who
don't know it's in jeopardy.
They (park commissiorrers)
have been talking about this
for two years,” Anderson
added.

“It’s up to the community to
come out and vote,” Anderson
added.

Residents who want to vol-
unteer to work on the referen-
dum campaign, or are willing
to post a window sign, can call
the Wheeling Park District at
(847) 465-3333.

S
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The Chevy Chase Country Club clubhouse was a casino in the
*30s before becoming a theater where stars performed,

Dance to fund voter campaign
to save Chevy Chase clubhouse

A dance will be held to raise money for a campaign to save the
historic clubhouse of the Chevy Chase Country Club.

On April 1, Wheeling voters will be asked whether they want
to finance a proposed $3 million renovation of the clubhouse,
owned by the Wheeling Park District. If the referendum pro-
posal fails, the building, which was a gambling casino in the
1930s before becoming a theater where big-name stars per-
formed, and which still is a famous baliroom and banquet hall,
will probably be torn down.

The dance, sponsored by Friends of Chevy Chase, is intended
to raise money for the campaign to get the referendum question
approved.

9 p.m. to 11 p.m, Thursday, Chevy Chase Country Club
Grand Ballroom, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. Donation $5.




RESOLUTION No. 97-5" 3

CHEVY CHASE CLUBHOUSE RENOVATION

WHEREAS, the Chevy Chase Clubhouse is a building closely linked to the
Wheeling community; and

WHEREAS, the Chevy Chase Clubhouse was acquired in 1978 after voter
authorization by a margin of 4 to 1; and

WHEREAS, that initial referendum was solely directed at preservation and
protection of the Chevy Chase property from development which could have had
an adverse impact on storm water management and traffic movement; and

WHEREAS, the advanced age of the Chevy Chase Clubhouse now reguires
substantial renovation, including general «repair, energy conservation
improvements, Americans with Disabilities Act compliance measures, and
aesthetic enhancements; and

WHEREAS, in response to citizens’ requests to preserve and protect the
Chevy Chase Clubhouse, the Wheeling Park District has placed a related
referendum question on the April 1, 1997 Consolidated Election Ballot.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
THE VILLAGE OF WHEELING, GCOUNTIES OF COOK AND LAKE, STATE OF ILLINOIS, that
the Chevy Chase Clubhouse be preserved and protected, and that the referendum
be supported.

Trustee HEEL moved, seconded by Trustee AR 7Tr7/44A ,

that Resolution No. & 7-45 3 be adopted.

Trustee Abruscato ANeE Trustee Horcher A S
7 7
Trustee Hartman AN ET Trustee Selander Ay <
ad .
Trustee Heer FNE Trustee Wisinski g/
7 4
ADOPTED this /Zf day of r7RLC H » 1997, by the President

and Board of Trustees of the Village of Wheeling, Illinois.

A

Sheila H. Schul z
Village President

ATTEST:

Uanet M. D'Argo /
V.

illage Clerk
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A DIGEST OF LATE NEWS REPORTS, COMPILED BY JERRY CRIMMINS

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
Residents turn out to oppose
proposed Palatine Road Wldemng

The states plan to widen Palatine Road to six lan&s from four means
singling out Arlington Heights to carry, on a “wide; ‘Ugly expanse of
concrete,” a burden of east-west traffic that other communities refuse
to carry, village trustee Norman Breyer said Monday might -

The Village Board discussed road widening at Monday night‘s meet
ing attended by about 50 residents. - - e SR

~ Homeowners algng the route and other re51dents have registered

strong opposition and have proposed an alternate plan that would
create a four-lane, boulevard-parkway in the same stretch.
" Village Trustee Dwight Walton said Monday night the IDOT plan
would move traffic two to three minutes faster along that stretch of
Palatine Road, but he also said a six-lane highway would defeat any
village plans to beautify the community.

“I have a great concern for the children of my neighborhood,” said
Mary Ellen Howell, who lives in the Arlington Terrace subdivision on
Palatine Road.

She said she is worried about children getting safely to the three
schools at Schoenbeck and Palatine Roads in the area to be widened.

stab victim

ononaman at
-al milestones.

Ann Titus
CRYSTAL LAKE WHEELING
S School board seeks Trustees endorse
information, help tax-hike proposal

-

Chicago Historical Sodety photos
as Chicago’s first interracial hos-

~\ did first open-heart surgery.

J children.”

On sex abuse cases

" The pmident of the Crystal
Lake District 47 Board of Edu-
cation, Diane Johnson, urged 85
parents, teachers and students
Monday night to bring any
information they have about
incidents of alleged sexual abuse
to the district.

It was the first school board
meeting since two teachers from
North Middle School were
arrested on charges of child sex-
ual abuse last month

“The allegations have caused
us all to check our judgment
regarding peoplé our children
come in oonmct’"wlth," Johnson
said.-

“We parents are asking ques-
tions,” she said. *'Some ques-
tions have explainable answers;
some are niot as easy to explain.
Abuse can only happen if the
secret is kept. Please, if you
hear things, bring the informa.
tion to us. Wé promise as a dis-
trict we will act on them.”

- Nancy Scaler¢said parents
“are calling for zero tolerance
against predators. who prey on
the minds, souls and bodies of

Maryan Koehler

for Chevy Chase

The Wheeling Village Board
Monday night unanimously.
endorsed the Wheeling Park
District's ballot proposal to'
spend $2.7 million to renovate.
the Chevy Chase Country Club
clubhouse.

Laurel Anderson, chairperson’
of the Friends of Chevy Chase,
thanked the board and said, “I-
really think that this is an issue.
that our community can get'
behind and preserve this won-
derful building.”

Village President Shella
Schultz cited the recent study of
Wheeling residents, “2000 and:
Beyond,” when she said that.
preservation of the clubhouse
was in keeping with residents'
desires.

According to the Friends of
Chevy Chase, a homeowner
with a current annual property
tax bill of $2,000 would see an
increase ‘of $16.84 if the referen-
dum question is approved.

_ The clubhouse, was used as a -
gambling casino™and nightclub, +
and a theater, and is now a ball-
room and banguet hall. The
Park District acquired it in 1977.
Tony Perri
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WHEELING
AROUND
TOWN

MARCY
STILLMAN
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Friends of Chevy
giving their all

ello! I got that spring-
H like feeling as I've been

“Wheeling Around
Town.” Here's what's
happening. .

The Friends of Chevy Chase
is an organization of citizens
that is concerned about the
future of the Chevy Chase,
Country Club clubhouse,
Laurel Anderson of Wheeling
is the chairwoman for this
dedicated group. These people
are supporting a referendum
on April 1 {o renovate this
historical building.

On March 1, the campaign
began by having callers,
walkers and promoters
canvass the community,
inferming park district
residents of the referendum
and asking for support.

The Wheeling Park District
runs and operates the Chevy
Chase Country Club. There is
an estimated $3 million worth
of upgrades, ADA codes and
overall rehab needed.
Through various public
hearings, the Board of
Commissioners, with
overwhelming public support,
submitted the referendum to
be placed on the ballot. On
April 1, residents will be
asked for a small increase in
their current park district
corporate tax to fund the
renovation project. To keep
this historical 1926s-era
building as a part of
Wheeling's history, Wheeling
Park District residents must
vote “yes.”

To help defray printing and
postage costs, you may make
a donation to: Friends of
Chevy Chase, P.O. Box 682,
Wheeling, IL 60090.
Volunteers are also needed to
distribute flyers and to make
phone calls. -

For more information, you
may call Laurel Anderson at
(847) 537-2593.

Here are some facts that |
learned about Chevy Chase
that [ would like to share with
you: Did you know
that. . . The construction of
the ‘Tudor-style buiiding
began in the 1920s; there have
been several owners; the
original building plans cannot
be found; especiaily during
Prohibition, all kinds of
people, including the North
Shore sociely types, drove
long distances to enjoy this
facility; that gambling

1]

casinos, supper clubs, theater
in the round and dancing to
live bands were the forms of
entertainment; and that the
visitors to the site included Al
Capone, Mae West, Imogene
Coca, Vincent Price, Robert Q.
Lewis, Buddy Ebsen and Joan
Caulfield?

At the Community
Recreation Center, 333 W.
Dundee Road, a display case
filled with some interesting
pieces that were found during
cleaning may be viewed. You
will have the opportunity to
see china, crystal, summer
theater posters, a change-
maker used in the casino, a
seltzer bottle and old tickets.
A taste of Wheeling history for
all to experience!



Chevy Chase

fate a matter
of sentiment

Bx Bos McKEE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

The question whether taxpayers
should each pay nearly $30 more to
keep the Chevy Chase Country
Club clubhouse probably won’t be a
financial decision.

It will be one made from the
heart.

“It is an emotional issue,” said
Thomas R. Webber, a member of
the Wheeling Park District board.
“Do you like knowing it is there?
That is the issue. The majority of
residents don’t use it.”

The heritage and memories have
seemingly been the salient issue in
Tuesday’s referendum on whether
taxes should be increased so the
park district can make about $2.76
million in renovations to the Eng-
lish Tudor building at 1000 N. Mil-
waukee Ave.

A deteriorating ballroom, anti-
quated wiring and windows and
other areas that need improving
are spurring the district in a refer-
endum to ask voters’ permission to
increase its tax rate.

"The rate — now 58 cents per
every $100 of assessed property
valuation — would increase by
another 7.5 cents. This means the
owner of a $125,000 home would
pay about $29 more than.the
approximately $220 they paid {o the
district Iast year. PO

Tlustrating the idea that the vote
is an emotional decision — not a
business one — is the fact that only
about 15 percent of the 50,000 peo-
ple who use the building are Wheel-
Ing residents. X

But to residents, “it’s important
to know it is here,” said district
Director Karop T. Bavougian. “It’s
been a focal point.”

However, Bavougian said, the
renovation may provide the district
with a financial benefit because
people are more likely to want to
rent a hall that doesn’t have buck-
ets catching water from a leaky
roof, smells musty or displays
Chevy's other signs of deteriora-
tion.

“When you have a nicer facility to
rent out, it is easier to rent,” said
Francine Melamed, a park board
member, who, like Webber, is run-

See CLUB on Page 4
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“CLUB: Candidates wait to hear residents

By
Continued from Page 1
e .
“ Tning for re-election.
a5 The clubhouse, which rang up
$1.25 million in sales and a
-$125,000 profit last year, uses
‘the money it earns to support
itself, Bavougian said. But it is
possible that revenue could be
used to help fund other district
g:lf,mms if the clubhouse did
: enough, he added.

The district, if the referen-
dum passes, intends this sum-
mer to begin working on plans
and start construction ds soon
‘as the end of the 1998 golf sea-
son.

Based on the $3.9 million the

. .district expects to collect this
. year, the increase would add an
_estimated $528,000, Bavougian
" said. .

This additional money would
enable the district to make the
necessary improvements,
Bavougian said. Though sur-
plus money could possibly be
used for other district improve-

" “ments, he said officials are not

looking to bolster coffers with
the tax increase.

The district has told the com-
_munity that if the referendum

fails it plans to demolish the
clubhouse and build a smaller
one to primarily accommodate
golfers.

But Kenneth R Kent is one of
the six candidates running for
four, 4-year seats who would
want to conduct another refer:
endum if Tuesday’s fails by a~
narrow margin.

Although they would also
want to conduct another refer-
endum if Tuesday’s lost nar-
rowly, Melamed and Webber
are among the candidates who
would follow the district’s origi- :
nal plan to raze the clubhouse.

“It would tell me people
would not want to renovate it,”
Melamed said.

But if the question loses by a
large margin, candidate R.
Michael Kurgan said he would
want {0 look closely at why it
did before making a decision to
raze the clubhouse.

Candidate Paul G. Philipp
would also not want to auto-
matically demolish the club-
house if the referendum fails.
He would want to review the
possibility of soliciting corpo-
rate sponsors to help pay tor
improvements.
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CHEVY CHASE CLUBHOUSE REFERENDUM
APRIL 1, 1997

“IT'S YOUR YoTE" C HO 1€

YES/NO

Due to the overwhelming outcry to save and renovate the Chevy Chase
Clubhouse, during the Public Hearing of December 3, 1996, the Wheeling
Park District Board of Commissioners have authorized placing on the April 1,
1997 ballot a referenda question for a tax rate increase of .075% which would
be used to save and renovate the Chevy Chase Clubhouse!

OPTIONS:

The Park District Board considered four options of which three would require
a tax rate increase. Of the four options requiring a tax rate increase the over-
whelming choice of those attending the Public Hearing and replying to the
Chevy Chase Questionnaire was to save and renovate the Chevy Chase

| Clubhouse.
I If the Tax Rate Referenda Passes: Chevy Chase Clubhouse will be maintained
and renovated.
If the Tax Rate Referenda Fails: Chevy Chase Clubhouse will be torn down and
a much smaller golf clubhouse will be built without banquet facilities or the
need for a tax rate increase.
!n
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HOW WILL THE REFERENDUM QUESTION APPEAR ON T1IL
BALLOT?

The ballot question wording is dictated by the State of lllinois Park District
Code, which does not allow the words “Chevy Chase Clubhouse” (o be
placed on the ballot. The ballot to approve the saving and renovating of
the Chevy Chase Clubhouse will read as follows:

Shall the Wheeling Park District, Cook and VES
Lake Counties, lllinois be authorized to lewy

and collect an additional tax of .075% for all

corporate purposes as provided in Section 5-3

of “The Park District Code”? NO

(@) The approximate amount of taxes extended for corporate

purposes under the maximum rate now in {orce in said Park District
is the sum of $705,250.

(b) The approximate amount of taxes extendible for corporate
purposes under the proposed rate is the sum of $1,234,187




"FRIENDS OIF CHEVY CHASE"

COST:

The Park District Board originally considered asking for a .10% tax ratc incrcase in the Corporate
Fund to accomplish renovation of the Chevy Chasc Clubhouse. The Park District Board has
prudently reviewed the costs of renovation and has reduced its original consideration by 25%,
The tax rate increase request will be for .075%.

What Will A .075% Tax Rate Increasc In The Corporate Fund Mcan To Your Tax Bill?

Current Annual Approximate Additional Cost Increase
Tax Bill Per Year Per Month  Per Day
$1,500 $12.63 $1.05 4 cents
$2,000 $16.84 $1.40 5 cents
$2,500 $21.05 $1.75 6 cents
$3,000 $25.26 $2.11 7 cents
$3,500 $29.46 $2.46 8 cents
$4,000 $33.68 $2.81 9 cents

$4,500 $37.88 $£3.16 10 cents



FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASLE

FUNDING OF CHEVY CHASE RENOVATION

LOAN AMT. $3,000,000
LENGTH 10 YEARS
INTEREST 7.5%

ANNUAL PYMT $437,058



FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE

Rererendum Passage Commitiees
Apni 1997

, AL
ADMINISTRATIONFUND RAISING  «fpne  Phdlys s Kacaas

Goals:

* Ensure passage
* Recruit a minimum of 150 volunteers
* Raise §5,000
Tasks:
1. Oversee and review work of all sub-committees.
2. Meet with all sub-committee leaders every two weeks.
3. Set meeting schedule for entire campaign period by February 8.
4. Set and distribute agenda for each meeting.
5. Solicit endorsements from P.T.O.s, Village, School Districts, political candidates, etc.
6. Train other committees as needed.
7. File all necessary reports with State of Illinois.
8. Coordinate financial needs of committees.

9. Keep financial accounting of money.

10. Make contact with potential donors.

11. Supervise $2-per-name supporting newspaper advertisement, and enlist aid of other

committees.

12. Meet at least once a week.



FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE

Reterendum Passage Committees
April 1997

PHONE CALLING . [Bera ditle
Goals:
* Identify a minimum of 3,500 "Yes" votes
Tasks:
1. Breakdown calling by precincts.
2. List "Yes" vote name, phone and intended time of voting (morning or evening).

3. Organize and staff (with volunteers) command central telephone banks.




FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE

Reterendum Passage Commitiees
Apni 1997

P. R. AND PROMOTION

Goals:
* Support all sub-committees with materials
* Develop new slogan
* Design and print all literature and materials
Tasks:

1. Buttons or similar specialty promotions

2. Contact newspapers for editorial support; write and mail news releases.
3. Develop and distribute targeted flyers (information).

4. Mount "Letters to the Editor" writing campaign.

5. Send meeting notices to members of Friends of Chevy Chase

6. Draft schedule for distribution of all promotional materials.

7. One committee member to attend each of the other committee meetings (identify one liaison
per committee).

8. Set up displays in Park District buildings and elsewhere.

9. Meet at least once a week.




FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE

Reterendum Passage Commitiees
Apnl 1967

~
PRECINCT ORGANIZATION <o,  Mamasr

Goals:

* Register 100 or more new "Yes" votes

* Monitor election day turnout

* Direct election day activity of Friends of Chevy Chase
Tasks:

1. Gather all information regarding rules and methods for voting.

2. Set up voter registration drive.

3.  Arrange for absentee ballots for "Yes" college and out-of-town registered residents.
4.  Identify most important precincts (most voter turnout).

5.  Recruit and assign poll watchers; obtain credentials for all poll watchers.

6.  Poll watchers to check each precinct twice per day: 11:00 am. and 3:00 p.m.

7.  Relay poll information to Command Center for follow-up calls.

8.  Assign one poll watcher at end of day (6:45 p.m.) to get results and to bring results back
to Command Center.

9. Provide transportation to polls for those "Yes" votes who need transportation.
10.  Work hand-in-hand with Phone Calling Committee.

11.  Meet at least once a week.




FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE

Referendum Passage Committees
April 1997

SPEAKERS/FORUMS/WALKERS

Goals:
* Hold at least twelve forums throughout the Park District
* Contact 10,000 households (including apt, PUD, single)
* Identify "Yes" votes and record for Precinct Committee
Tasks:

1. Distribute flyers and other informational material

2. Train speakers and walkers to answer questions and provide accurate information.
3. Place posters in all Wheeling businesses and gathering places.

4. Distribute lawn signs in precincts.

5. Recruit speakers for forums and make assignments.

6. Identify and recruit army of walkers.

7. Hold entire committee gathering at least once to share information and solve shared
problems.

8. Book forum meetings.

9. Meet at least once a week.

refer.comm
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Friends of Chevy Chase

P. Q. Box 682
Wheeling, {llinois 60090

*109 P99

February 26, 1997

Dear Friend of Chevy Chase,

The Wheeling Park District, owner of the Chevy Chase Country Club, is holding a referendum on the
April 1, 1997 consolidated general election to obtain voter authorization to fund the renovation of the
Chevy Chase clubhouse. We have formed “Friends of Chevy Chase” to advocate in favor of the

referendum. The park district can spend no money to advocate a position: legally, it can only inform
and educate residents about the issue.

The Friends of Chevy Chase is accepting contributions to finance the referendum campaign soliciting

voter support. We estimate that $5,000 will be necessary, primarily for postage, brochure printing and
signage.

We hope that you, as a friend of Chevy Chase, will support the referendum with a donation. Please send
your contribution to:

Friends of Chevy Chase
P. O. Box 682
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

Thank you for your donation.
Sinceretly,

@M

Laurel Anderson
Chairperson, Friends of Chevy Chase



PLEASE SHOW YOUR SUPPORT BY POSTING THIS IN YOUR WINDOW.
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Friends of Chevy Chase

P. O. Box 682
Wheeling, {llinois 60090

20 PP

Telephone Script

RESPONSE

SCRIPT

Hello, this is (name). I'm with the Friends of Chevy Chase. I'm
calling to ask if you plan to vote “yes” for the tax referendum to
renovate the Chevy Chase Country Club. (RECORD RESPONSE.)

IF YES

Can we count on others in your household to vote “yes” also?
(RECORD RESPONSE on the precinct sheet.)

Will you be voting in the morning or in the afternoon? (RECORD
RESPONSE, including names of other voters.)

Be aware that the ballot will not use the words “Chevy Chase”; the
tax referendum on the ballot is for Chevy Chase even though the name
is not mentioned.

Il NO

Thank you for your time.

[F UNDECIDED

Would you like me to send you some information in the mail?
(MARK NAME AND PRECINCT for mail follow-up on a separate
sheet of paper and give it to Gail or Tom.)

Friends of Chevy Chase

Telephone Script, Questions and Answers
- f.



RESPONSE SCRIPT

FOR QUESTIONS | If you can’t answer voter’s questions, offer the park district number:
YOU CAN'T 465-3333.
ANSWER

IF UNFAMILIAR | The issue is whether to renovate or tear down Chevy Chase. It’s a
WITH ISSUE historical building dating back to the ‘20s.

If the referendum passes to save Chevy Chase, the park district
portion of your tax bill will go up a very small amount. If you can tell
me what your tax bill is, I can give you an idea of what it would cost
you per year. If not, for example, a tax bill of $3000 would mean an
increase of $25.26 per year.

If this referendum doesn’t pass, THE BUILDING WILL BE TORN
DOWN!

Do you have any questions?

IF

APPROPRIATE encourage your friends and neighbors to vote as well. Every vote is

Thank you for your time and support. Please spread the word and

important and can make the difference between keeping and losing
this building.

Questions and Answers

Why should I care about Chevy Chase? Does Wheeling really need a ballroom and
banquet hall? Why should I pay for a facility I don’t use? Why not just “cut back” on
the building so it costs less?

Chevy Chase makes Wheeling unique. It’s part of our identity. Chevy Chase gives Wheeling
a positive image, bringing people to our village. People come to enjoy its history and charm.
It’s a real landmark. The location is great, too: it’s at a2 major intersection, easy to find
(Milwaukee and Lake Cook).

The clubhouse is a great place for banquets, meetings and dancing. As a matter of fact, it’s
been voted as having “the best dance floor in the northwest suburbs.” Chevy Chase provides
old-time elegance in a high-tech world. It gives us an edge over what neighboring suburbs
have to offer.

Friends of Chevy Chase Telephone Script, Questions and Answers
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Q: Can’t Chevy Chase be renovated without a tax increase? Why not just increase usage
fees to raise money for renovation?

A: NO! A tax rate increase is the only feasible way to fund the capital expenses we need to
renovate Chevy Chase. Chevy Chase generates enough revenue to pay for ongoing operating
costs, but not enough for the major capital improvements needed.

User fees for banquets (including food) are based on the competitive market. To raise user
fees to cover the cost of the major capital improvements would price Chevy Chase out of the
market. This would discourage people from using the facility.

Q: What will it cost me? Will my taxes go up?

A: There will be a slight increase in the park district portion of your taxes. If you tell me what
your tax bill is, I’ll give you an idea of what your increase would be.

Approximate additional park districtc = Equivalent to:

tax increase: (PER YEAR)
Current annual tax Yearly Monthly Daily
bill is:
$1,500 $12.63 $1.05 $.04 1 large pizza
$2,000 $16.84 $1.40 $.05 1 lg. pizza w/ 2 soft drinks
$2,500 $21.05 $1.75 $.06 2 movie tickets, sm.
popcorn, soft drink
$3,000 $25.26 $2.11 $.07 2 movie tickets, Ig.
popcorn, 2 soft drinks
$3,500 $29.46 $2.46 $.08 10 video rentals
$4,000 $33.68 $2.81 $.09 4 movie tickets, 1 lg.
popcorn, 4 soft drinks
$4,500 $37.88 $3.16 $.10 dinner for 2 at nice
restaurant
Q: What happens if the tax referendum fails?
A: Chevy Chase will be torn down and Wheeling will lose one of its last historic buildings.
Q: How do I know my money will be spent on renovating Chevy Chase?
A: We, as Wheeling Park District residents, elect and direct the park district board. We are
committed to this renovation and sent that message to the board at the December 3 meeting.
About 300 people showed up to let the board know how important Chevy Chase is to us and
to Wheeling.
Frdends of Chevy Chase Telephone Script, Questions and Answers
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Q: What’s wrong with the building? Why can’t it be left as it is?

A: The building needs to be brought up to code: this means replacing wiring, windows, heating
and air conditioning systems, the floor and other areas. It also needs to meet the requirements
of the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act).

Q: Who uses Chevy Chase besides golfers?

A: Chevy Chase provides facilities for banquets, meetings, dances, weddings. The Wheeling
High School madrigal group meets here for its dinners; Rotary, the Jaycees, the Lions club,
community service groups, businesses, company holiday functions, auctions and craft shows
— Chevy Chase serves all these groups.

Q: Who can vote?

A: All registered voters within the Wheeling Park District can vote, even if they're not Wheeling
residents. Check your voter’s registration card or tax bill. Park district boundaries and
Wheeling boundaries are not the same.

Q: What happens after the 10-year debt?

A: The park district intends to use any funds generated after the renovation debt expires for
future capital improvements throughout the park district. This would include park renovation,
playground development and/or renovation, upgrading park facilities and/or land acquisition.
The park district will not use these funds for operational costs or salaries.

Future park district boards will decide whether to discontinue the tax or use these funds for
capital improvements throughout the park district.

Q: Is the referendum binding?

A: Yes!

Can we count on your support? Would you like to help spread the word about the referendum?

The park district will send a spring brochure which will have the exact wording of the
referendum.

Thank you for your time and support.

Friends of Chevy Chase Telephone Script, Questions and Answers

- .
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Friends of Chevy Chase

L2 O. Box 682
Wheeling, {llinois 60090
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Questions and Answers

Why should I care about Chevy Chase? Does Wheeling really need a ballroom and
banquet hall? Why should I pay for a facility I don’t use? Why not just “cut
back” on the building so it costs less?

Chevy Chase makes Wheeling unique. It’s part of our identity. Chevy Chase gives
Wheeling a positive image, bringing people to our village. People come to enjoy its
history and charm. It’s a real landmark. The location is great, too: it’s at a major
intersection, easy to find (Milwaukee and Lake Cook).

The clubhouse is a great place for banquets, meetings and dancing. As a matter of fact,
it’s been voted as having “the best dance floor in the northwest suburbs.” Chevy Chase
provides old-time elegance in a high-tech world. It gives us an edge over what
neighboring suburbs have to offer.

20 PPdee

Can’t Chevy Chase be renovated without a tax increase? Why not just increase
usage fees to raise money for renovation?

NO! A tax rate increase is the only feasible way to fund the capital expenses we need to
renovate Chevy Chase. Chevy Chase generates enough revenue to pay for ongoing
operating costs, but not enough for the major capital improvements needed.

User fees for banquets (including food) are based on the competitive market. To raise

Friends of Chevy Chase Questions and Answers



user fees to cover the cost of the major capital improvements would price Chevy Chase
out of the market. This would discourage people from using the facility.
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Q: What will it cost me? Will my taxes go up?
A: There will be a slight increase in the park district portion of your taxes. If you tell
me what your tax bill is, I’ll give you an idea of what your increase would be.
Approximate additional park district  Equivalent to:
tax increase: (PER YEAR)
Current annual tax Yearly Monthly Daily
bill is:
$1,500 $12.63 $1.05 $.04 1 large pizza
$2,000 $16.84 $1.40 $.05 1 lg. pizza w/ 2 soft
$2,500 $21.05 $1.75 $.06 drinks
2 movie tickets, sm.
$3,000 $25.26 $2.11 $.07 popcorn, soft drink
2 movie tickets, lg.
$3,500 $29.46 $2.46 $.08 popcorn, 2 soft drinks
$4,000 $33.68 $2.81 $.09 10 video rentals
4 movie tickets, 1 Ig.
$4,500 $37.88 $3.16 $.10 popcorn, 4 soft drinks
dinner for 2 at nice
restaurant
WP

Q: What happens if the tax referendum fails?

A: Chevy Chase will be torn down and Wheeling will lose one of its last historic

buildings.
399 PPdee

How do I know my money will be spent on renovating Chevy

ze

Chase?

We, as Wheeling Park District residents, elect and direct the park district board. We

are committed to this renovation and sent that message to the board at the December 3
meeting. About 300 people showed up to let the board know how important Chevy

Chase is to us and to Wheeling.

2P PP

Q: What’s wrong with the building? Why can’t it be left as it is?
A: The building needs to be brought up to code: this means replacing wiring, windows,
heating and air conditioning systems, the floor and other areas. It also needs to meet

the requirements of the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act).

Friends of (hevy (Chase

Cuestions and Answers
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Who uses Chevy Chase besides golfers?

Chevy Chase provides facilities for banquets, meetings, dances, weddings. The
Wheeling High School madrigal group meets here for its dinners; Rotary, the Jaycees,
the Lions club, community service groups, businesses, company holiday functions,
auctions and craft shows — Chevy Chase serves all these groups.

— PP

Who can vote?

All registered voters within the Wheeling Park District can vote, even if they're not
Wheeling residents. Check your voter’s registration card or tax bill. Park district
boundaries and Wheeling boundaries are not the same.

e PP

What happens after the 10-year debt?

The park district intends to use any funds generated after the renovation debt expires
for future capital improvements throughout the park district. This would include park
renovation, playground development and/or renovation, upgrading park facilities
and/or land acquisition. The park district will not use these funds for operational costs
or salaries.

Future park district boards will decide whether to discontinue the tax or use these funds
for capital improvements throughout the park district.

239 PPd

Is the referendum binding?
Yes!

Friends of Clvevy Chase Cuestions and Answers
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Friends of Chevy Chase

P. O. Box 682
Wheeling, Illinois 60090
200 @90ee
PRESS RELEASE
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE Laurel Anderson - 847-537-2593

The Friends of Chevy Chase is an organization of concerned citizens to support a
referendum on April 1 to renovate the Chevy Chase Country Club clubhouse. This group is
chaired by Laurel Anderson of Wheeling, who is dedicated to getting the message to the voters.
On Saturday, March 1, the kickoff campaign to get the word out began. Callers, walkers and
promoters will be canvassing the community. They will inform park district residents of the
referendum and ask for their support.

The Chevy Chase Country Club is owned and operated by the Wheeling Park District.
Currently, there is an estimated 3 million dollars’ worth of upgrades, ADA codes and overall
rehab needed. Through various public hearings, the Board of Commissioners, with overwhelming
public support, submitted the referendum for placement on the ballot. On April 1, residents will be
asked for a small increase in their current park district corporate tax to fund the renovation
project. To keep this historical 1920 building as a part of Wheeling’s history, Wheeling Park

District residents must vote “Yes.”



Page 2
Friends of Chevy Chase Laurel Anderson 847/537-2593

Help save this beautiful Wheeling landmark. Send your donation to defray printing and
postage costs to: Friends of Chevy Chase, P.O. Box 682, Wheeling, IL 60090, or call Laurel
Anderson at 847-537-2593 for more information.

- END -
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Friends of Chevy Chase

P O. Box 682
Wheeling, {linois 60090
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Four Ways You Can Help Save the Chevy Chase Country Club!

1000 North Miiwaukee Avenue, Wheeling, Illinois

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE BOXES, FILL IN THE INFORMATION BELOW AND SEND THIS FORM
TO: FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE, P. O. BOX 682, WHEELING, ILLINOIS 60090. IF YOU SEND A
DONATION, BE SURE TO KEEP THE BOTTOM PORTION FOR YOUR RECORDS.

Q I am a Wheeling Park District resident and plan to VOTE YES in the April 1 referendum. I'l|
encourage my friends and neighbors to vote as well.

W] I would like to distribute flyers, make phone calls or help in another way.

0 I would like to give you the names of friends who would like to help.

Q I would like to help defray costs for postage, brochure printing and signage.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

Name

Street Address

City State Zip Code

Enclosed is my donation of $ Telephone Number (

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE.”

I support the effort to save the Chevy Chase Country Club in Wheeling, Illinois. My contribution of
$ will help defray costs incurred by the Friends of Chevy Chase in this effort.

KEEP THIS PORTION FOR YOUR RECORDS. Date

Thank you for your support.
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Friends of Cﬁe\;y: Chase

P. O. Box 682
Wheeling, fliinois 60090

*299 PP

Las siguientes son las cuatro maneras para poder salvar el edificio “Chevy Chase.”
1000 North Milwaukee Avenue, Wheeling, Illinois
Chevy Chase es un sitio donde se puede celebrar todo tipo de funciénes como bodas y cumplearios.
También se ofrecen bailes con orquesta y bailes para las familias y sus nifios.

FAVOR DE PONER CONTRASENA EN LA CAJA INDICADA. DESPUES ESCRIBA LA INFORMACION DE
ABAJO EN LOS ESPACIOS Y MANDE ESTE FORMULARIO A: FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE, P. O. BOX 682,
WHEELING, ILLINOIS 60090. SI MANDA UNA DONACION, GUARDE LA PARTE DE ABAJO DE ESTE
FORMULARIO PARA SUS ARCHIVOS.
a Soy un residente del Distrito del Parque de Wheeling y pienso VOTAR SI (YES) en el

“referendum” el primero de abril. Animaré a mis vecinos y amigos para que voten también.
a Me gustaria distribuir folletos, hacer llamadas o ayudar en otra manera.
O Me gustaria darles los nombres de amigos que quisieran ayudar.
O Me gustaria ayudarles con los gastos del correo y del impreso de los folletos.
FAVOR DE ESCRIBIR CLARAMENTE EN LETRA DE MOLDE.

Nombre

Direccién

Ciudad Estado Cddigo Postal
Incluido estd mi donaci6n de $ Nimero de teléfono ( )

FAVOR DE ESCRIBIR EL CHEQUE A “FRIENDS OF CHEVY CHASE.”

Apoyo el esfuerzo de salvar el Chevy Chase en Wheeling, Illinois. Mi contribucién de $ ayudara
con los gastos hechos por los Friends of Chevy Chase en este esfuerzo.

Fecha

Gracias por su apoyo.
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Friends of Chevy Chase

presents

A BENEF] 1T DANCE

Thursday, Mar 13 1997
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Doors open at 6:30

Proceeds to benefit the campaign to save Chevy Chase

Donation: $5 per person
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History and Mystery at Chevy Chase

April 1 Referendum

On April 1, 1997, Wheeling residents will have the opportunity to save or lose forever a beautiful
Wheeling landmark with a colorful history. The referendum will ask if you are willing to pay a small
additional tax to save and renovate the Chevy Chase Country Club clubhouse.

History

Construction of the Tudor-style building began in the 1920s. There have been several owners; no one
has been able to find the original building plans. Throughout its history, especially during Prohibition,
people (including North Shore society) drove long distances to enjoy the entertainment offered in the
clubhouse. This included gambling casinos, supper clubs, theater in the round and dancing to live
bands.

Visitors and entertainers include Al Capone, Mae West, Imogene Coca, Vincent Price, Robert Q.
Lewis, Buddy Ebsen and Joan Caulfield.

Mystery

If you’d like to see some of the relics unearthed during cleaning, take a look at the display case in the
Community Recreation Center, 333 W. Dundee Road. You’ll find china and crystal, summer theater
posters, a change-maker used in the casino, a seltzer bottle and old tickets.

When you visit the clubhouse itself at 1000 N. Milwaukee Avenue, don’t miss the coats of arms lining
the barrcom walls. Next to the barroom is the old gambling hall, a barred cashier's window still waiting
for the next gambler. Look up at the chandeliers and lamps that help give the enormous ballroom, built
in 1934, its cozy feeling. Try out a few steps on the dance floor and stand on the circular revolving
mini-stage in the center.

Backstage are dressing rooms used by the entertainers. A 1986 newspaper article described an unusual
feature: “A four-foot-wide vent at the top left corner of the stage becomes the focus of mystery and
speculation. It is the only entrance to a room with no windows and no doors. Reportedly, club owners
watched gambling proceedings through this inconspicuous opening. It is also believed to be a room
underworld patrons might have found a safe place for conferences or other activities.”

When viewing storage areas with six-inch thick doors, some made of solid iron, detectives among us
might deduce that some extremely valuable commodities passed through this building, perhaps large
amounts of cash. What would you make of an enclosed darkened stairway with seven visible stairs
leading to a concrete wall?

Today

In 1977, the park district acquired the club, which now offers facilities for many types of events. A
couple of nights a week, don your jeans and cowboy boots and “git along” with other country western
dancers. If you prefer suits and flowing gowns, stop in for ballroom dancing to live bands. Want to just
watch or listen? How about a Rodgers and Hammerstein concert, or B. J. Thomas in person? Perhaps
you’d just like to “do lunch”™ with your club or community group. Whatever your social needs, Chevy

Chase can accommodate them.

It’s Your Choice

Help us hold on to this wonderful facility. Remember that if this building is torn down, it’s gone
forever. A referendum can be lost by one vote. Don’t let that vote be yours. If you’d like more
information, please call Laurel Anderson, 847/537-2593.



Friends of Chevy Chase

P, O. Box 682
Wheeling, Ilinois 60090

IPPPere

February 22, 1997

Dear Friend of Chevy Chase,

The Wheeling Park District, owner of the Chevy Chase Country Club, is holding a referendum on the
April 1, 1997 consolidated general election to obtain voter authorization to fund the renovation of the
Chevy Chase clubhouse. We have formed “Friends of Chevy Chase” to advocate in favor of the
referendum. The park district can spend no money to advocate a position: legally, it can only inform
and educate residents about the issue.

One of the ways the Friends of Chevy Chase is raising money to cover printing and postage costs is
through a benefit dance on March 13. We would like to raffle dinners for two at Wheeling restaurants to
encourage Wheeling residents to attend this dance. Would you help us in this effort by donating two
dinners?

We hope that you, as a friend of Chevy Chase, will support the referendum with a donation and your
vote.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Laurel Anderson
Chairperson, Friends of Chevy Chase
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Wheeling’s Heartbeat of History
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Vote on April 1

in the referendum to save
Chevy Chase!

PLEASE NOTE:

The ballot question wording is dictated by the State of Illinois Park District Code,
which does not allow the words “Chevy Chase Clubhouse” to be placed on the

ballot. The ballot to approve the saving and renovating of the Chevy Chase
Clubhouse will read as follows:

Shall the Wheeling Park District, Cook and Lake Counties, Illinois be
authorized to levy and collect an additional tax of .075% for all corporate
purposes as provided in Section 5-3 of “The Park District Code”?

If the referendum passes, the Chevy Chase Clubhouse will be maintained and
renovated. If not, it will be torn down and replaced with a much smaller golf
clubhouse without banquet facilities or the need for a tax rate increase.

For additional information, call Laurel Anderson at 537-2593.
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Chevy Chase...

Wheeling’s Heartbeat of History

;Vote el 1° abril
en el referendum para salvar
Chevy Chase!

POR FAVOR FIJESE:

La redaccion sobre la cuestién de votacién es dictada por el Cédigo del Distrito
de Parques del Estado de Illinois, el cual no permite que las palabras “Chevy
Chase Clubhouse™ sean puestas en la votacién. La voracidn para aprobar la
salvacion y renovacion del Chevy Chase Clubhouse dice lo siguiente:

“¢Deberia el Distrito de Parques de Wheeling, Condados de Cook y Lake,
Illinois, ser autorizado a recaudar y colectar un impuesto adicional de .075%
para todos propositos corporativos como proveido en Seccién 5-3 del “Cédigo
del Distrito de Parques”?”

Si el referendum es aprobado, el “Chevy Chase Clubhouse” serd conservado y
renovado. De lo contrario, serd demolido y reemplazado por un club de golf més
pequefio sin facilidades de banquetes o la necesidad de imponer un aumento con
un nuevo impuesto.

Para mas informacion, llame a Laurel Anderson al niimero de teléfono 537-2593.
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Vote “YES” to save Chevy Chase!
Punch 246.

Shall the Wheeling Park District, Cook and Lake Counties, Illinois be
authorized to levy and collect an additional tax of .075% for all corporate
purposes as provided in Section 5-3 of “The Park District Code™?

If the referendum PASSES, the Chevy Chase Clubhouse
will be SAVED and renovated. If it FAILS, 1t will be
TORN DOWN and replaced with a small goltf clubhouse
without banquet facilities.
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Vote “YES” to save Chevy Chase!
Punch 246.

Shall the Wheeling Park District, Cook and Lake Counties, Illinois be
authorized to levy and collect an additional tax of .075% for all corporate
purposes as provided in Section 5-3 of “The Park District Code™?

If the referendum PASSES, the Chevy Chase Clubhouse
will be SAVED and renovated. If it FAILS, 1t will be
TORN DOWN and replaced with a small golf clubhouse
without banquet facilities.



DAILY HERALD - March 27, 1997

Wheeling parks referendum

Votlers in the Wheeling Park District will be asked Tues-
day whether they'll support a small increase in the dis-
trict’s lax rate in order to save a community landmark.

More specilically, volers are asked to OK a tax rate
increasc of .075 percent, which would raise cnough money
over 10 years to cover Chevy Chase Clubhouse renovation.

Although the district has owned Chevy Chase only since
1977, the building has a storied history dating back much
furlher. Built in the 1920s, it was a Prohibition-era hot spot
whosc enterlainment fare included, at various times, the-
aler, dinner, dancing and casino gambling.

Undecr the park district’s ownership, the distinctive
Tudor facility is used for proms, receptions, banquets, ser-
vice club functions and partics large and small. Weckly
dances — ballroom and country — draw large crowds.

The clubhousc pays for itself — generating revenue
above expenses of $100,000 Lo $150,000 annually — but it
docs not bring in cnough money to pay for the extensive
rcnovation work a 65-ycar-old building demands.

Lacking other funds to pay for renovation, park board
members say they'll {ear the building down and replace it
with a smaller clubhousc if the referendum fails.

That could be done without a tax increase, but it would
erase a unique landmark that has meant much to Wheeling
rcsidents over the ycars — and still should.

The lax increcasc would amount Lo an additional $21.05 a
ycar for someconc whosc properly Lax bill is now $2,500.
That’s a rcasonable price to pay to save a piece of history
that doubles as a pretty good place to throw a party. The
Daily Herald recommends a YES vote.

SAVE CHEVY
CHASE:
PUNCH 246!

@ AVERY™
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CHEVY CHASE “YES” VOTE
ENDORSED BY ALL
CANDIDATES FOR VILLAGE

OFFICE AND PARK BOARD, AS
WELL AS THE PIONEER PRESS

AND THE DAILY HERALD!

PIONEER PRESS - March 13, 1997

A vote for Chevy Chase

heeling Park District residents

have a unigue opportunity April 1

to save a piece of history when

they cast Ltheir voles on a
referendum question to save the Chevy Chase
Clubhouse.

We feel voters should cast their “Yes” votes
for many reasons.

In an age when local landmarks fall Lo the
wrecking ball with increased regularity, it is
refreshing to see that park districl officials
are giving residents the choice Lo preserve the
facility. If they choose not to, park district
officials say, it is safe to bet that the 1920s-cra
facility will fall. That would be a shame.

While the clubhouse is still structurally
sound, it needs extensive rehabilitation to
meet requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Other renovations for the
facility’s utilitics are also needed. And the
estimated $2.7 million in work will make the
facility much more user-friendly.

It is true that only a fraction of Wheeling
Park District residents — about 15 percent —

use the clubhouse on a regular basis. But
other groups, as well as residents from
surrounding towns that find the facility
altractive for weddings, bar and bat mitzvahs
and other social gatherings, bring valuable
revenues into the park district.

Some may question the validity of pouring
money inlo the clubhouse and not the golf
course itsclf, which needs extensive irrigation
and floed-control work. Bul park district
officials also are commitied o improving that
atiraction as well.

With that said, it only seems natural that
residents would benefit from preservation of
both the clubhouse and the goif course.

Park district officials estimate that the tax
increase, a 7.5-cent boost per $100 of assessed
valuation, will cover the cost of renovation
and will bring the historically colorful Chevy
Chase into the 21st century. We agree and feel
voters should do all they can to convince their
friends of the same.
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CHEVY CHASE CLUBHOUSE REFERENDUM
APRIL 1, 1997
VOTE "YES"

Due to the overwhelming outcry to save and renovate the Chevy Chase Clubhouse during the Public Hearing of
December 3, 1996, the Wheeling Park District Board of Commissioners has authorized placing on the April 1, 1997
ballot a referendum question for a tax rate increase of .075% which would be used to save and renovate the Chevy
Chase Clubhouse.

OPTIONS:

The Park District Board considered four options, of which three would require a tax rate increase. Of the four
options requiring a tax rate increase, the overwhelming choice of those attending the Public Hearing and replying
to the Chevy Chase questionnaire was to save and renovate the Chevy Chase Clubhousc.

If the Tax Rate Referendum Passes:  Chevy Chase Clubhouse will be maintained and renovated.

If the Tax Rate Referendum Fails: Chevy Chase Clubhouse will be torn down and a smaller golf clubhouse
will be built without banquet facilities or the need for a tax rate increase.

COST:
The Park District Board originally considered asking for a .10% tax rate increase in the Corporate Fund to

accomplish renovation of the Chevy Chase Clubhouse. The Park District Board has prudently reviewed the costs
of renovation and has reduced its origina} consideration by 25%. The tax rate increase request will be for .075%.

What Will A .075% Tax Rate Increase In The Corporate Fund Mean To Your Tax Bill?

Current Annual Approximate Additional Cost Increase
Tax Bill Per Year Per Month Per Day
£1,500 $12.63 $1.65 4 cents
$2,000 $16.84 $1.40 5 cents
$2,500 $21.05 $1.75 6 cents
$3,000 $25.26 $2.11 7 cents
$3.500 $29.46 $2.46 8 cents
$4,000 $33.68 $2.81 9 cents
$4,500 $37.88 $3.16 10 cents

HOW WILL THE REFERENDUM QUESTION APPEAR ON THE BALLOT?

The ballot question wording is dictated by the State of Illinois Park District Code, which does not allow the words
"Chevy Chase Clubhouse' to be placed on the ballot. The ballot to approve the saving and renovating of the
Chevy Chase Clubhouse will read as follows:

Shall the Wheeling Park District, Cook and Lake YES
Counties, Illinois be authorized to levy and collect an
additional tax of .075% for all corporate purposes as
provided in Section 5-3 of the "Park District Code"?

NO

{a) The approximate amount of taxes extended for corporate purposes under the maximum rate now in force in said
Park District is the sum of $705,250.

(b) The approximate amount of taxes extendible for corporate purposes under the propesed rate is the sum of
$1,234,187.



PLEASE SHOW YOUR SUPPORT BY POSTING THIS IN YOUR WINDOW

A
REMEMBER TO VOTE ON APRIL 1.

PUNCH 246 TO SAVE CHEVY CHASE.
& IF YOU NEED A RIDE,
CALL WEDGE HANCOCK AT 537-1450.
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Nostalgia drives campaign to save club

By BoB MCKEE
Daily Herald Staff Writer

Chevy Chase Country Club was
the place to be in the 1950s.

Teenagers like Laurel Anderson
used to drive from as far away as
Chicago on the weekends to dance
in the Wheeling clubhouse where
gangster Al Capone was rumored
to have hung out in his day.

“It was a special thing to go out
there,” said Anderson, who is now
58 and lives in Wheeling. “It was-
n’t like going out to a movie and
having a hot dog. ... It was presti-
gious.”

And the fact the 78-year-old
building housed so many memo-
riss-was-one-of-the-reasons why
the Wheeling Park District bought
it in 1977. The town would rather
spend the $3.5 million than let the
clubhouse be replaced with hous-
es.

“It's just looked on with a lot of
nostalgia,” said Frank Schnait-
mann, a park board member hack
then and president of the Wheel-
ing Historical Society. “Once the
old buildings go you don’t get
them back.”

Along with those years of memo-
ries came deterioration that will
cost $2.76 million to repair.

Voters on April 1 ballots will
answer the question of if they
want to raise their taxes to save
the building at 1000 N. Milwaukee
Ave.Park district commissioners
earlier this month decided to con-
duct the referendum.

Tuesdav night. thev unanimous-
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A dining room at the Chevy Chase Country Club in Wheeling
is decorated for the holidays. Voters will decide April 1 if they
want to raise their taxes to save the building.

approximate $220 they paid last

ear.

Park board Vice President Bill
Mattes said the referendum ques-
tion is expected to be finalized
next month so that it can be filed
with the Cook County clerk.

Convincing taxpayers that the
money that would be taken out of
their pockets is worth it will be
the job of Anderson and other res-
idents who hold the building near
to their hearts.

Anderson said she doesn’t want
to pay more taxes any more than
the next nerson. But she views the

Daily Herald Photo/Mark Black*

is not unlike the many under way
in communities statewide to pre-
serve  history, said David
Blanchette, spokesman for the
Illinois Historical Preservation
Agency.

And it’s community support that
decides whether the log cabin,
barn, or in Bloomington, a DC-3, is
preserved, he added.

“Historic resources are dwin-
dling every day,” Blanchette said.

The main deterrent to preserv-
ing history, Blanchette says, is
money.

This will also be the most diffi-

from this tax increase.”

The park board and some resi-
dents experienced this the last
time the district asked voters for a
tax increase, when it needed addi-
tional money to furnish and staff
the Community Center that was
built in 1992.

Voters in November 1991 first
rejected the proposal to increase
the distriet’s tax rate from 7 and a
half cents to 17 and half cents,
said district Director Karop T.
Bavougian.

The measure lost by 62 votes —
1,046 to 1,108.

But the request was approved
the following spring by a 171-vote
margin — 2,670 to 2,499, he added.

One difference between the first
and second referendums was the
effort, Klatecki said.

The residents who supported
the referendum knocked on more
doors and continuously encour-
aged people who favored the
request to go to the polls on Elec-
tion Day.

“kt’s phone calls, it’s knocking
on doors, it’s educating people,”
said Mark Parkinson, who worked
to support the referendum before
being elected to the park board.

Though the challen%e will be
there, getting this referendum
passed is not expected to be as
difficult as the last one, district
officials say.

Residents requested that a ref-
erendum be held for Chevy Chase,
where the last one was proposed
by the district.

And another clear difference in



SPEAKERS COMMITTEE MEETING
FEBRUARY 19, 1997

Forums:
Mark Twain School Mar. 12 7:00 p.m.
Neighborhood Watch Group
Arlington Club Mar. 13 7:30 p.m
(1 candidate at a time)
Wheeling High School Mar. 20 7:00 p.m.
Tahoe Village Mar. 25 7:30 p.m.
Radio
Radio show WCBR 92.7 Mar. 28 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m,.

Half of phone calls will be taken during the show

Radio Sta. WIMK - Free announcemernt
Cheri Klumpp has given info. to Trudy Wakeman
Other

AARP Meeting Mar. 24 12:30 - 1:00 p.m.

Senior Art Club (Dolly Hein)
Trudy Wakeman will make info. available

Addolorata Villa Mar. 11
15 min. presentation at their residents meeting

Senior Center (Nancy Jansen) Mar. 17 Luncheon
St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon - Cleared w/Village
CK if informational only

Comm. Consol.School Dist. 21 & High School Dist. 214
Both considering passing a resolution in favor of saving Chevy

Village of Wheeling

"Friends" should request passing a similar resolution
(Jeanne Selander?)

P.T.0. Meeting Mar. 11
Cheri Klumpp will "mention" Chevy

Historical Society Feb. 26
Other Info.
Walkers Committee meeting Sat., March 1 at 9:00 a.m.
literature & plans of action to be presented at this meeting

March 8 target date to begin walking

Chairpersons from every committee will be meeting Feb. 22 at 9:00
a.m., and every Saturday thereafter.
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Wheeling rethinks
historical status

for Chevy Chase

By Bog McKEE ton, the state’s assistant national
Daily Herald Staff Writer register coordinator.
] ) “There’s a number of people
Wheeling residents are having  who like this building,” Newton
some second thoughts about get-  said.
ting the Chevy Chase Country Newton said residents had in-
Club clubhouse named as a his- tended to nominate the building
torical landmark. ) to become one of the more than
At first they thought it wouldbe 1,200 Jandmarks statewide to be
away to save the 78-year-old on the list. Aside from being
building at 1000 N. Milwaukee more than 50 years old, the build-
Ave. But their thoughts have ing has to be proven to be of his-
changed since the Wheeling Park  torical and architectural signifi-
District this month agreed to cance.
place on the April 1 ballot a refer- But along with the prestige and
endum to renovate the building. some protection a lan has
_ The concern is if Chevy Chase  from being razed, such status
is entered on the National Reg- also would require any renova-
ister of Historical Places it would  tions to be done aceording to the
cost taxpayers twice asmuchas  original condition. For instance,
the estimated $2.76 million to if new windows are installed,
re‘novate. they would have to be custom
‘It wouldn’t be worth having made to match the original ones,
the landmark status,” said Lau- which would be more costly than
rel Anderson, one of several resi-  buying stock windows, said park
dents who is delaying the pitchto  board President Greg Klateck.
get the clubhouse on the register. “It has to be exactly the way it
Anderson and several other was when it (was) built,” Klatecki
residents during the past year —  said. “The price is doubled up.”
primarily in recent months — Anderson said residents con-
have inquired of the Illinois His-  sidered getting the clubhouse on
torical Preservation Agency what  the register when it was un-
it would take to get the clubhouse  certain what the park board
on the register, said David New-  would do with the building,
¥ _1__ N 4 ... 4
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Save Chevy Chase

How often de we have a chance
to vote and have it mean some-
thing?

Wheeling Park District is sub-
mitting a referendum April 1 to
renovate Chevy Chase. The deci-
sion to renovate or demolish the
existing building is up to the
Wheeling Park District voters.
While it will increase our park dis-
trict tax, we will be able to see our
tax dollars at work in the restora-
tion and preservation of a beauti-
ful, unique, old building with a lot
of class, history, nostalgia and
ambiance.

This building is a big asset for
Wheeling, bringing a lot of people
together. It is good for business-
people coming to dance and fre-
quent the restaurants, gas sta-
tions and other businesses. This
building has the only wood ball-
room dance floor in the far North-
ern Illinois area. It would be a
shame to demolish it and put up
something brick and glass. The
woodwork alone can never be du-
plicated.

Although it needs major renova-
tion, for plumbing, wiring, heating,
air conditioning and handicapped
accessibility, if we can save the
building, it would be a definite
asset to Wheeling and the sur-
rounding area.

If you have never been there,
walk through the building. The
small rooms accommodate fewer
people for meetings and small
garties. This beautiful building

as great potential for more use
in the future. It can be a money
maker for the community as a
whole.

Please join us in the effort to
save this building by casting your
yes vote on April 1. Help us pre-
serve and renovate this beautiful
building.

We need volunteers to help save
Chevy Chase by contacting neigh-
bors, friends and business associ-
ates in Wheeling and asking them
to vote yes on this referendum. If
you can help, please call me at
(847) 537-2593. Funds are being
collected to help defray costs of
getting the word out. Thanks for
your support!

Any donations can be sent to:
Friends of Chevy Chase, P.O. Box
682, Wheeling, IL 60090.

Lauren H. Anderson
Chairperson

Friends of Chevy Chase
Wheeling
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Lovely Chevy

I believe that the Chevy Chase
Clubhouse is the most prominent
landmark in all of Wheeling. Itis a
beautiful building with a long and
rich history. Chevy Chase is one of
the cornerstones of our com-
munity, and for miles around peo-
ple know Wheeling because of
Chevy Chase. It is the home of
ballroom dancing, country-west.
ern dancing, community meetings,
the weddings of our residents,
functions for our high school, and
it brings others to Wheeling for
various other gatherings. To pre-
serve this heart of our community,
a referendum will take place in
Wheeling on April 1 in order to
raise money for severely needed
renovations. Since Chevy Chase is
owned by the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict, the referendum will read,
“Shall the Wheeling Park District,
Cook and Lake Counties, Illinois
be authorized to levy and collect
an additional tax of .075 percent
for all corporate purposes as pro-
vided in Section 5-3 of ‘The Park
District Code’?” By the State of
Illinois Park District Code, the
words Chevy Chase Clubhouse
cannot be in the wording on the
ballot. Please be assured that this
small additional tax will strictly be
used solely to save and renovate
Chevy Chase. [ urge Wheeling vot-
ers to vote “yes” for this referen-
dum, for if it does not pass, Chevy
Chase will be torn down, and a
huge part of Wheeling history will
be gone forever. If you would like
to help us publicize the impor-
tance of this referendum and pro-
mote a “ves” vote, you may send
contributions to: Friends of Chevy
Chase, P.O. Box 682, Wheeling, IL
60090. Please vote “yes”!

Gail Benedetto
Wheeling
Friends of Chevy Chase
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. man Student Wins Microsoft Conte

Enter Wheeling
Save Chevy Chase

Friends of Chevy Chase

Don’t Lose Your Head!!

Vote on April 1st.
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On December 3, 1996, over 200 people met with the Whecling
Park District Board of Commissioners to help decide the faie
of Wheeling’s premier landmark, the 75 year old Chevy Chase
Clubhouse.

Residcents and friends of Chevy Chasc from other communities
testified to the importance of the historical structure.

"Chevy Chase is completely booked. It always turns a profit. After renovation, the park district will be
able to charge higher prices for events at this facility. My two sisters and myself had our wedding
receptions at Chevy Chase. There are a lot of memories here,” said Jim Falkiner, Wheeling resident.

The Wheeling High School madrigal singers, who use Chevy Chase’s ballroom each December to stage
their madrigal dinner, appeared before the board in full costumne. "This [dinner] is 4 big comumunity
event and everyone enjoys this place as it is now,"” one of the students said. *... Many of us are involved
in Chevy Chase, and many of us would like 10 see it stay open.”

"We want it renovated, but we don’t want it remodeled to a point where we don’t recognize it anymore,”
said resident Laurel Anderson, who started a grass-roots effort to save Chevy Chase. "This building is
used by a lot of people. If you tear it down, you're tearing down a very good image of what Wheeling Is.

Other people who testified on behalf of Chevy Chase were groups who held annual business meetings
there, as well as people who use the baliroom for dance instruction and parties.

Alter 90 minutes of Listening to comments from Wheeling rcsidents, board members voted unanimously
to place a referendum on the Spring ballot, asking residents to approve a tax ratc increase to pay for $2.8
million in rcrovations.

The referendum, when drafted by park statf, will not include the words "Chevy Chase" in accordance
with state Jaw. Instead jt will ask for a tax rate increase in one of the park district’s funds. It will be up to
a group of volunteers to go door-to-docer explaining the referendum and its necessity to their neighbors.
To volunteer call Lynn Pearson-Graham at £20-3141.

The park board must approve the referendam ordinance by January 27 to have it placed on the April |
ballot.

For more information and a meeting schedule about Chevy Chase, please call the Wheeling Park
District at 465-3333, or return to this page for updates.

Information: Wheeling Countryside Newspaper

WHEELING.CoM

TOTAL .82
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Tax hike sought to rehab Iegendary country club

MONDAY, MARCH 10, 1997

BY JOHN CARPENTER
SURURBAN REPORTER

Mae West came here. and Al Capone.

A secret tunnel used to run from the
basement out underneath the 18th green of
the golf course——what exactly for, no onpe
these days can say, though bad guys hiding
from G-men is theorized.

It is hardly a typical suburban
park district facility.

But the 77-year-old Chevy
Chase Country Club—with its
mysterious secret rooms and
grand ballroom--has been
owned by the Wheeling Park
District for 20 years. And offi-
cials there, in one of the more
unusual tax-increase referen-
dums on the ballot April 1, say
they need more than $3 million to renovate
the tudor-style clubhouse and bring it into
compliance with federal requirements for
access to the handicapped.

Northwest suburban Wheeling is looking
to its past, hoping to save a reminder that
Milwaukee Avenue north of Lake-Cook
Road once was “out in the country” and
that Chevy Chase once was a playground
for celebrities, mobsters and North Shore
socialites.

[} LR R I L Y

“If these walls could talk imag-
ine what thev've seen,” said Lau-
rel Anderson, chairman of the
Friends of Chevy Chase, a group
fighting to pass the tax increase.

“It’s a piece of history without
which Wheeling doesn’t have
much character,” said Darlene

Brill, another backer of
the referendum.

Even though taxpay-
ers are being asked to
pay an extra 320 a
year—the typical im-
pact on an average
Wheeling house of the
proposed T7-cent in-
crease in the park dis-
trict’s tax rate—officials
say the clubhouse is

very much a going enterprise.

The ballroom seats 600 and is rented out
for weddings and other occasions. Area
businesses use smaller rooms for conference
space and more intimate social occasions.

But the most regular users are the several
hundred ballroom dancing enthusiasts who
dance away every Wednesday night and the
country dancing lovers who show up Mon-
day and Tuesday nights.

Park district director Karop Bavougian

Darlene Brill,

-
i s -

BoB BLACK SUN-TIMES
a supporter of the tax-hike referendum,
stands in front of Wheeling’s Chevy Chase Country Club.

said the facility, which includes a lounge
and snack bar for golfers, pays for itself,
typically showing a profit of about
$125,000 a year. But he said that is not
enough to pay for the work that needs to
be done.

Bavougian said windows and wiring need
to be replaced, as does the heating and air
conditioning system.

The place used to be called Columbian

a0

Gardens, with the first phase built
in 1920 by members of the
Knights of Columbus. who also
built the 18-hole golf course on
the 125-acre site. The name was
changed to Windsor in 1934, when
the property was taken over by a
real estate company.

The facility was taken over in
1936 by Tom Williams, the reput-
ed gambling boss of Lake County,
who renamed it the Bon Aire. It
became a gambiling emporium.
This might explain why “storage”
rooms in the basement have 6-
inch-thick doors, some made of
solid iron. Bavougian also pointed
to what is now a ventilation grill
high up on one wail. Behind it, he
said, is a small room believed to
have been used to monitor the
gambling floor.

Even the aging maple dance floor speaks
of the heyday of the place as a society
meeting spot. It includes a round section
that Bavougian said once rose above the
rest of the floor via a hyvdraulic system.

The park district. which runs the golf
course and the clubhouse, bought the
property in 1977.

“It's a treasure,”
have to save it.”
vty r AR RadeRae

Anderson said. “We

o Py
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Dancers, neighbors rally around Chevy Chase club
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

+dum by those who don't want to

see their property taxes go up,
even by the estimated $16 to $21 a
year that the renovations will
boost the average tax bill for resi-
dents in the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict.

The tax concerns, said Bavou-
gian, are valid. Nobody wants
more money coming out of his or
her pocket.

“But we feel there is a value
received by residents of Wheeling
in having Chevy Chase here,”
Bavougian said.

The facility not only supports
itself, he said, but it makes a
profit for the park district off its
banquet business and golf course.

But not enough of a profit to
fund $3 million worth of new
heating, air-conditioning and ven-
tilation equipment, 300 new win-
dows and work on a wiring sys-
tem so old that it is covered in
cloth.

“There is some wear and tear
on the building, which was built
in the early 1920s, but it still looks
good,” Bavougian said. “But the
systems are just worn out and not
much here would muster code
today.”

The building also needs
improved access for the handi-
capped to comply with Americans
with Disabilities requirements.

Supporters were heartened by
the huge turnout, nearly 300 resi-
dents, who showed up to urge the
park district board to hold a ref
erendum to save Chevy Chase last
fall.

There are still a few very old-
timers around town who remem-
ber the club’s days as the shady
but elegant haunt of underworld

< figures and Hollywood headliners.

Al Capone played here, Mae
West and Imogene Coca and Vin-
cent Price performed here, and
nobody is quite sure what went
on behind those 6-inch-thick solid
iron doors in the basements or
the room accessible only through
a 4-foot-wide vent high in a wall.
Of course, everybody has a the-
ory.

Anderson said her favorite
memories of Chevy Chase date to
the 1950s, when it was among the
creme de la créme of ballrooms
and attracted even the snootiest
North Shore residents.

“When a fellow asked you to go
to Chevy Chase for dancing on a
Saturday night, you knew it was
special,” she recalled. “That was
no typical date.”

Darlene Brill, another of the
Friends, calls Chevy Chase, just
minutes from her home, “an
important part of my life.”

She loves to go there to dance,
and describes its specially con-
structed maple ballroom floor as
“the best in Ilinois.”

“You could dance all night on it
without having your feet hurt, it
has so much give to it,” she said.
“It would be prohibitive to build
something like it today.”

Bavougian feels there is a cer-
tain comfort level among Wheel-
ing residents, even those who
don’t dance, golf or get invited to
many weddings there, just having
Chevy Chase in their community.

“People call and tell us they
don't use the club themselves, but
they don’'t want to see it torn
down. They enjoy just driving
past it and knowing it is there”
said Anderson. "It is just so
unique, it is an asset to the com-
munity.”

Bavougian said that if the refer-
endum fails, especially by a large
margin, it will undoubtedly spell
doom for the nearly 80-year-old
club, though not immediately.

““We have contracts for ban-
quets through 1998, and we feel
the heating system will last that
iong,” he said.

And after that? It's up to the
park district board, he said,
though nobody has many deubts
about what the decision would be.

“However, any bulldozer would
have to run over my body first,”
insisted Brill.

E-mail: WinterCg@aol.com




AVERY™ vu

6 Thursday, March 13, 1997

NEWS

PIONEER PRESS

R & Recyele Vb I—

The Wheeling Countryside wants your news.

Here's who to contact
and how to get in
touch with them.

Mail all
correspondence to:
Wheeling Countryside
291 N. Dunton Ave.
Adington Heights, 1L
60004

To send your news by
fax, call 797-5151.

To visit our online
service on the internet,
go to http:/iwww.
pioneerlocal.com.

Be sure to include
your name and
telephone number
on all
correspondence.

CELING COUNTRYS
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March 13, 1997

Kevin Reiterman
317-3590

e Sports —— N
/ Betty Nicolai
— 486-7345
o Food
/ Martin Bartels
— 797-5102

e Arts and entertainment
news

Susan Parker
797-5100
» Weddings and engagements
» Births
o Clubs, organizations, support groups

e School and campus news

o Religion news

WEEKLY DIGEST

Symphony invited to national concert

The Wheeling High School Wind Symphony, directed
by Brian Logan, has been named one of 16 bands in the
United States to be invited to perform at the prestigious
National Concert Band Festival to be held March 20-22
in Indianapolis.

This noncompetitive event brings the spotlight on
music education and some of America’s finest high
school concert bands. Each invited band performs a
45-minute concert and receives taped and written evalu-
ations from a panel of many of music’s most respected
educators.

The festival concludes with a concert featuring the-
Honor Band of America, a 100-piece symphonic band
composed of top high school band students.

Benefit dance to save Chevy Chase

A benefit dance will be held from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. to-
night, March 13, in the Grand Ballroom of Chevy Chase
Clubhouse, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. Proceeds from the
dance will benefit the Friends of Chevy Chase citizens
group, which is campaigning for a successful referen-
dum on April 1 to renovate the 1920s-era clubhouse.

Admission is $5 at the door. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
and there will be a cash bar. Ballroom and round danc-
ing is planned for 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and country western
dancing is planned for 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. There will be raf-
fles during the evening.

Call in to question candidates

Radio station WCBR 92.7 FM will air a live debate be-
tween Wheeling village president candidates Judy
Abruscato, Greg Klatecki and Sheila Schultz from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Friday, March 28.

The Viewpol W —~ ;
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WHEELING 5

Kmart officials:

Your
Local

tampering claims
appear isolated

By CHERI BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

Wheeling police are contin-
uing their investigation into
who may have tampered with
two bottles of pain relievers
that were purchased from the
Wheeling Kmart at 780 W.
Dundee Road.

Meanwhile, Kmart officials
are urging Chicago-area cus-
tomers to carefully examine
any product purchased at
their stores to ensure further
tampering does not endanger
other shoppers.

Store officials removed the
remaining stock of the Amer-

cidents, Hermes said.

“It was found to be a pre-
scription drug, one you can't
buy over the counter,”
Hermes said. “The danger
comes in with any prescrip-
tion drug. Not everyone can
take every prescription.”

Knowing that the tablets
are available only by pre-
scription may aid in the in-
vestigation, Hermes said.
Wheeling police are working
in cooperation with the U.S.
Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s Office of Criminal In-
vestigations.

Police, like store officials,
consider the incidents to be
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Wheeling parks referendum

Voters in the Wheeling Park District will be asked Tues-
day whether they’ll support a small increase in the dis-
trict’s tax rate in order to save a community landmark.

More specifically, voters are asked to OK a tax rate
increase of .075 percent, which would raise enough money
aver 10 years to cover Chevy Chase Clubhouse renovation.

Although the district has owned Chevy Chase only since
1977, the build'mg has a storied history dating back much
further. Built in the 1920s, it was a Prohibition-era hot spot
whose entertainment fare included, at various times, the—
ater, dinner, dancing and casino gamblmg

Under the park district’s ownership, the distinctive '
Tudor facility is used for proms, receptions, banquets, ser-
vice club functions and parties large and small. Weekly
dances — ballroom and country — draw large crowds.

The clubhouse pays for itself — generating revenue
above expenses of $100,000 to $150,000 annually — but it
does not bring in enough money to pay for the extensive
renovation work a 65-year-old building demands.

Lacking other funds to pay for renovation, park board
members say they’ll tear the building down and replace it
with a smaller clubhouse if the referendum fails.

That could be done without a tax increase, but it would
erase a unique landmark that has meant much to Wheeling
residents over the years — and still should.

The tax increase would amount to an additional $21.05 a
year for someone whose property tax bill is now $2,500.
That’s a reasonable price to pay to save a piece of history
that doubles as a pretty good place to throw a party. The
Daily Herald recommends a YES vote.

SAVE CHEVY
CHASE:
PUNCH 246!

K&M Division
Torrance, Calif. 30503

POLY-VU

CHEVY CHASE “YES” VOTE
ENDORSED BY ALL
CANDIDATES FOR VILLAGE

OFFICE AND PARK BOARD, AS

WELL AS THE PIONEER PRESS
AND THE DAILY HERALD!

PIONEER PRESS - March 13, 1997

A vote for Chevy Chase

heeling Park District residents

have a unique opportunity April 1

to save a piece of history when

they cast their voteson a
referendum question to save the Chevy Chase
Clubhouse.

We feel voters should cast their “Yes™ votes
for many reasons.

In an age when local landmarks fall to the
wrecking ball with increased regularity, it is
refreshing to see that park district officials
are giving residents the choice to preserve the
facility. If they choose not to, park district
officials say, it is safe to bet that the 1920s-era
facility will fall. That would be a shame.

While the clubhouse is still structurally
sound, it needs extensive rehabilitation to
meet requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Other renovations for the
facility’s utilities are also needed. And the
estimated $2.7 million in work will make the
facility much more user-friendly.

It is true that only a fraction of Wheeling
Park District residents — about 15 percent —

use the clubhouse on a regular basis. But
other groups, as well as residents from
surrounding towns that find the facility
attractive for weddings, bar and bat mitzvahs
and other social gatherings, bring valuable
revenues into the park district.

Some may question the validity of pouring
money into the clubhouse and not the golf
course itself, which needs extensive irrigation
and flood-control work. But park district
officials also are committed to improving that
attraction as well.

With that said, it only seems natural that
residents would benefit from preservation of
both the clubhouse and the golf course.

Park district officials estimate that the tax
increase, a 7.5-cent boost per $100 of assessed
valuation, will cover the cost of renovation
and will bring the historically colorful Chevy
Chase into the 21st century. We agree and feel
voters should do all they can to convince their
friends of the same.
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Northwest
PROPOSAL FOR CHEVY CHASE
News By Tony Perri
Nation/World Web-posted Tuesday, March 18, 1997; 6:03 am. CST
Chicago
DuPage
Lake Dateline: WHEELING
McHenry County
Northwest The Wheeling Village Board Monday night unanimously
Southwest endorsed the Wheeling Park District’s ballot proposal to
spend $2.7 million to renovate the Chevy Chase Country
Financial Club clubhouse.
Laurel Anderson, chairperson of the Friends of Chevy
Opinion Chase, thanked the board and said, "I really think that this is
an issue that our community can get behind and preserve
this wonderful building."
Sports
Village President Sheila Schultz cited the recent study of
Tempo Wheeling residents, "2000 and Beyond," when she satd that
preservation of the clubhouse was in keeping with residents’
desires.
Index

According to the Friends of Chevy Chase, a homeowner
with a current annual property tax bill of $2,000 would see
an increase of $16.84 if the referendum question is
approved.

TaTAL P.@3
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The clubhouse was used as a gambling casino and nightctub,
and a theater, and is now a ballroom and banquet hall. The
Park District acquired it in 1977.

{ Top of Page | Return te Northwest | Index | Feedback ]

© 1997 Chicago Tribune

A Wheeling icon

For two years, our group has
had the privilege of going to “line
dancing” sessions at the Chevy
Chase Baliroom. The dance floor
is a treasure to the hundreds that
use it regularly. To think of having
it torn down is terrible. This build-
ing is a “landmark” in every sense
of the word, whether it is officially
designated as such or not! Many
residents can remember coming
here for proms and luncheons,
business meetings and schooi fes-
tivals. We will lose a lot if we lose
Chevy Chase and end up with a
“golfer only” facility. Residents of
the Wheeling Park District will
have the opportunity April 1 to
vote for a referendum to provide
funds to renovate the facility. This
is to bring the building up to code
for electrical, plumbing, heating,
air conditioning and various other
improvements, Please vote yes to
retain this icon of Wheeling histo-
ry and the charm of Milwaukee
Avenue.

DRILY H &g Barbara Mundy
WEDNESDAY, 301919 %Wheeimg
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pioneeriocal.com.
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on all
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Village supports Chevy Chase

Village trustees recently approved a resolution in sup-
port of the April 1 referendum to renovate Chevy Chase
Clubhouse at 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. Saving the club-
house was one of the recommendations of the yearlong
“Wheeling: 2000 and Beyond” strategic improvement
plan.

Voters on April 1 will decide whether to raise the
Wheeling Park District’s corporate tax rate 7.5 cents per
$100 of assessed valuation to renovate the 1920s-era
clubhouse. Renovations are estimated to cost $2.76 mil-
lion.

Earlier this month, the Wheeling Park Board also ap-
proved a resolution in support of the referendum. The
Park District has owned the clubhouse and golf course
since 1977, when voters approved a referendum for their
purchase.

In the Park Board’s resolution, commissioners reaf-
firmed that the increase, if approved, will be used for
capital expenses of repairing Chevy Chase, not for opera-
tional purposes or salaries.

Village wins public works award

Wheeling Village President Sheila Schultz recently ac-
cepted the Project of the Year — Transportation $2-$10
Million Award from the Chicago Metropolitan Chapter of
the American Public Works Association. The village was
recognized for its participation in the Wolf/Hintz roads
relocation project near Palwaukee Airport. Chapter
award recipients are considered eligible for considera-
tion at the national level.

Eleven agencies worked together to coordinate the re-
location project. The awards committee commended
Wheeling and the other agencies on the completion of a
difficult project that resulted in improved safety for both
drivers and pilots.

Park spends $50,000 for playground

Following through on their commitment to Wheeling
Elementary School District 21 last fall, the Wheeling
Park Board last week approved an expenditure of
$50,000 to help the school district purchase 1.9 acres of
open space near Whitman School.

The play area became controversial last summer when
the village found a developer to build 40 townhouses on
the 7.8-acre site along Milwaukee Avenue. Nearby resi-
dents contacted the school district and park district and
persuaded them to jointly purchase 1.9 acres of the tract
to remain as open space for neighborhood children.

Village scholarships available

Wheeling residents have until 3 p.m. Friday, April 11,
to submit an application to Village Hall for the fourth an-
nual community scholarship, announced by Village
President Sheila Schultz. Money will be awarded to
qualified residents pursuing educational training, skills
upgrading or job retraining. Scholarship funds can be
applied to tuition, books or any other educational ex-
pense. Recipients will be chosen by a president’s com-
mittee.

Funds are made available through the Northwest Mu-
nicipal Conference and the Private Industry Council of
Northern Cook County. To request a scholarship applica-
tion, call Village Hall at (847) 459-2600.

Candidates must submit an application with two refer-
ences and a photo identification that includes date of
birth and Social Security number. Applications must be
returned to Village Hall by April 11.

English as second language on TV

“Crossroads Cafe,” a new television series for adults
that is intended to teach English as a second language,
is being shown on TCI Cable Television Channel 24 in
Wheeling and Prospect Heights. If you don’t subscribe to*
cable TV, the series also is available at Indian Trails
Public Library, 355 Schoenbeck Road, Wheeling. For in-
formation concerning the library’s literacy efforts, call
Jean Pollard at (847) 459-4100.
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By CHER! BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

It may have been more
rhetoric than reason, but the
candidates for the Wheeling
jsVillage Board finally got
around to talking about busi-
ness issues at a recent forum
hosted by the Wheeling/
Prospect Heights Chamber of
Commerce.

The discussions that did
focus on business centered
on the recommendations of
e~ “Whetling: 2000 and Be-
yond” project, an extensive
look into Wheeling’s present
status and a blueprint as to
where the village should go
in the future.

Incumbent Trustee Eliza-
beth Hartman did not attend
the March 18 luncheon and
did not return her question-
naire to the Chamber, accord-
ing to Chamber officials.

Village president candi-
dates Sheila Schultz, Greg
Klatecki and Judy Abruscato
each listed economic devel-
opment among their goals.

“The economic develop-
ment committee is an inde-
pendent committee, but
(it)obviously has the wvery
strong support of the Cham-
ber and the village. This is
something we've talked
about for years. I think the
direction is clear,” said
Schultz.

If re-elected, Schultz said,
she would continue to listen
to residents’ concerns, to let
residents know what issues
are coming before the board
and to base her decisions on
fact instead of sentiment.

“I think it’s important to
be consistent,” Schultz said,
adding that she’d like to en-
courage more debate at the
board level because “the peo-
ple of Wheeling deserve that
and want that.”

Klatecki said it's time for
Wheeling to become more ag-

Where does
the buck stop?

Candidates scrap over
Wheeling’s retail state

gressive and seek out better
relationships with other gov-
ernmental agencies in the
community.

“We all serve the same citi-
zens. What's good for the
park district should be good
for the village,” said Klatecki,
adding that he views the
Chamber as the village's
prime vehicle for marketing
itself to prospective busi-
nesses.

“We need a change of atti-
tude,” Klatecki said..using
Tom Todd Chevrolel as an
example of how he'd like to
see the village operate.
“They’re a service-oriented
business. They call their cus-
tomers. They see if you were
pleased with how you were
treated. How are people
treated at the village? Is our
staff cooperative?”

Abruscato compared
Wheeling's image and busi-
ness environment to the
chicken-and-egg scenario. Do
businesses leave because of
Wheeling’s poor image, or
does the image suffer when
businesses leave?

“On the village level we
need a strong enforcement of
ordinances to make our vil-
lage look good. If we all work
together, and with the excel-
lent staff we have and with
our inspectors, our village
should be, and can be, the
best in the northwest sub-
urbs,” Abruscato said.

Abruscato said she’s com-
mitted to broadening the vil-
lage’s retail base and
attracting more businesses to
the village.

Several trustee candidates
strayed from stating their
business-related goals.

Steve Telow described
himself as an “anti-tax and
pro-business” candidate. One
of Telow’s priorities, if he is
elected, would be to annex
Chevy Chase Golf Club. How-

(Continued on page 14)

Swing time

tra.

Karen Imundo shows her stuff during a spin at the Chevy Chase Baliroom Saturday. About
150 people attended the ball and danced to the big hand sound of the Teddy Lee Orches-

Cathryn Scott/Pioncer Press

Horizons, township working
toward affordable day care

By CHERI BENTRUP
STAFF WRITER

Thanks to two grants from Wheeling Town-
ship, local families are finding affordable day
care at the Horizons Children’s Center in
Wheeling.

With a $75,000 grant awarded to the center
by the township in November, Executive Di-
rector Suzan Sclove said Horizons has started
improvements to its security system and to
the interior of the center at 3316 Schoenbeck
Road in Wheeling,

In addition, the tewnship raised its annual
donation of $30,000 to the center to $105,000
this. year. That money will be used to offset
the cost of child care at Horizons for needy
Wheeling Township families, Sclove said.

Sclove said she had been talking with town-
ship officials for 22 months before they an-
nounced the grants in November.

“They wanted to do something about child
care. It’s something they consider very impor-
tant, and it’s nice that they’re on the forefront
in this, which is wonderful,” Sclove said.
“The first three years of a child’s develop-
ment are critical. The art, music and talking
— we provide everything to stimulate them to
the fullest.”

Horizons offers day care to children from 6
weeks to 12 years old in the northwest sub-
urbs, including some that come from as far
away as Lake Zurich.

Jo Stellato, director of finance and adminis-
tration for Wheeling Township, said the
Township Board decided to increase its an-
nual support of the child care center to
$105,000 after a needs assessment determined
that local families wanted more affordable
day care.

“We had so many children on a waiting
list,” Stellato said, adding that providing af-
fordable day care makes it possible for par-
ents to return to work after being on welfare.

Among the renovations planned for the
school are new floor tiles, a card-accessed se-
curity system, drop ceilings throughout the
building, new outside lighting, lighting on the
Horizons School sign and better insulated
windows in the lobby.

Sclove said video cameras will be installed
in each room so school officials can better
monitor what goes on during the day.

Because of the township’s hefty contribu-
tion, one classroom will be called the Wheel-
ing Township Room. Sclove said other
organizations and corporations which make
significant contributions to the center will be
honored in a similar manner.

Sclove expects the renovations to be com-
pleted by April 13, which begins the Week of
the Child.

Sclove founded Horizons Children’s Center
in 1874, opening the program in the basement
of a Northbrook Church. Four years later, the
center purchased its current facility, a former
Wheeling District 21 elementary school.
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For supervisor
in Palatine Twp.

Palatine Township voters will find something at the polls
d’l‘:esday they don’t always see: a choice of township candi-

tes.

Democrats have fielded a full slate of candidates in this
heavily Republican area, and the township supervisor’s race
features incumbent David Regner, a
Republican and challenger James A,
Geocaris, a Democrat

The main issues for the next supervisor
will be problems in the northeast part of
the township with low income, over-
crowded apartments posing crime and
gang problems; the role of townships in
interacting with municipal governments; and residents’
knowledge and use of township government and services.

The Daily Herald endorses Regner.

Both candidates bring to the race impressive credentials
earned in local government and politics. Regner brings to

OUR
CHOICES '  —

x|

ar’s indecision may cost Republ

Gov. Jim Edgar’s all-options-re-
main-open strategy may turn out to
be a smart one for school funding,
but that same approach may back-
fire on his party’s political future.

Moderate-to-liberal members of
the GOP especially should be wor-
ried about the potential problems
created while Edgar indulges him-
self in a Hamlet-like soliloquy: “To
be governor again or not tobe ..."”

For while he continues to rumi-
nate, state Sen. Peter G. Fitzgerald
of Inverness plows forward with a
Senate bid that will appeal mostly to
the party’s more conservative wing.
And incumbent Democrat Carel
Moseley-Braun has begun stockpil-
ing the cash she will need to try to
reprise her role as a senator of his-
toric symbolism, while Republican
Congressman John E. Porter, a
social moderate, has taken a pass
on the top-of-the-ticket Senate race.

“It tends to put other possible
candidates on hold,” Porter said of
Edgar’s indecision.

Still; Porter added, “I think people
have to make the decision in their
own minds as tc whether they want
to run.”

Edgar could help his party and his
party’s ticket from top to bottom by
making up his mind — and
announcing his decision — sooner
rather than later.

Senate candidates will need to
raise $2 million to $3 million in
$1,000 to $5,000 increments for a
contested primary. And while Mose-
ley-Braun is vulnerable in Illinois,
she has national stature and
remains popular among campaign

. contributors outside the state.

Edgar’s aides note the governor
never announced his intentions un-
til at least July or August before his
1990 and 1994 runs. That may well
be true, but it was obvious what
Edgar was going to do in both those
years. And before the 1990 race,
Republicans preity much had coa-
lesced around former Rep. Lynn
Martin as their choice to take on
then-Sen. Paul Simon.

Whether they had an early start
or not, whether they coalesced or
not, Republicans have not had
their hands on a Senate seat since
1984, when Charles Percy lost to
Simon. By Election Day next year,
it will have been two decades
since Percy, and the GOP, last

won a Senate seat in Illinois.

So an early start certainly
wouldr’t hurt and could only help as
Moseley-Braun continues to raise
cash. But while Edgar keeps all his
o?tions open and toys with notions
of a third term, retirement or a Sen-
ate run, he has frozen most other
potential candidates in their tracks.

“The governor hasn’t made up his
mind,” state Comptroller Loleta
Didrickson said Wednesday. “That
says that all the rest of us continue
to explore all options.”

A moderate woman some ob-
servers believe would match up well
with Moseley-Braun, Didrickson
says she also is considering a run
for governor or re-election. She will
not narrow her focus until Edgar

oes.

And Didrickson’s frame of mind
did not change even after Edgar
told a radio reporter earlier this
week that he has told others con-
sidering a Senate bid: “Don’t hold
back because of the fact that I have
not made a decision.”

It would appear that all but
Fitzgerald are holding back.

“I'm not running for the Senate
right now,” former Senate candi-
date Al Salvi of the Wauconda area
said, “but I'm not closing the door
either.”

Didrickson said, “For me to con-
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the table years of legislative and township experience,lwhile _—

Geocaris’ legal background is unquestioned and his role in I

bringing the Rolling Meadows courthouse and its related ’ LETS DYCK QUT OF T EXPRESSUAY letters to the «
services to the area is well documented. _ “TRAYGL. WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO MAKE SME

We recommend Regner because he is much more astute = T TINE ONTHE LOCAL ARTERAL STREETS, Piease ha etors b
concerning township government and operations. Moreover, ——— elahons numbers.
he’s done a good job as supervisor the past four years. e anonymously. Lette
Addressing priorities for a new term, Regner says the town- to Fence Past, P.0.
ship must persuade the county board to get involved with the IL 60006. Fax to Fer
Rand-Grove area to legislate limits on the number of fami- E-mall to fencepost
lies per apartment units. -

Geocaris advances the laudable goal of making sure town- u
Bhips are not duplicating services provi some other
unit of government. But Geocaris does not begin to match ng&eapﬁaorgg 0
Regner’s expertise on township government and would, if —_— ) ader
elected, have to do a lot of learning on the job. , LETS VG BAGK ool EXPRESSUIAY. gril?‘ga}g}miﬁ
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Wheeling parks referendum OF THE EXPRESGUMY INTHE FATIO. administratior

Voters in the Wheeling Park District will be asked Tues- R . &?ﬁ;‘g‘:ﬂf‘ ﬁfuﬁ
day whether they’ll support a small increase in the dis- - consideration,
trict’s tax rate in order to save a community landmark. cence.

More specifically, voters are asked to OK a tax rate We applaud
increase of .075 percent, which would raise enough money !“f fight to ‘;]“
over 10 years to cover Chevy Chase Clubhouse renovation. have oo b

Although the district has owned Chevy Chase only since W village matter
1977, the building has a storied history dating back much N DALy ERALD { being present
further. Built in the 1920s, it was a Prohibition-era hot spot jects we must
whose entertainment fare included, at various times, the- of the residen:
ater, dinner, dancing and casino gambling. clgancilto stuc

Under the park district’s ownership, the distinctive ° 9 . . . g eg‘t‘%r;iegrgz}
Tudor facility is used for proms, receptions, banquets, ser- Clllldr th k thln
vice club functions and parties large and small. Weekly ens you S a On lce ?l?: 2533;35"5,’,‘
dances — ballroom and country — draw large crowds. lage.

The clubhouse pays for itself — generating revenue WASHINGTON — At 14. Tara Show business people tell i r;l‘hi; is“gur.o

ove nses of $100,000 to $150,000 annually — but it JASL - » —ar w busin Jeople tell the  change “busir

sges n(e)thlj)f'inSg in e:oug,h mongy tO’pay for the )éxtensive ﬁpmﬁh won the world figure skat- same tale. A few child actors go on  elect Craig Jo
. gl g title over the weekend in Swit- to success as adults — Elizabeth
renovation work a 65-year-old building demands. zerland, making her — in the odd Taylor and Kurt Russell come to

Lacking other funds to pay for renovation, park board formulation of one news account— mind — but most don’t.
members say they’ll tear the building down and replace it the youngest “woman” ever to do Mozart was a child prodigy and Rettbe[g 1
with a smaller clubhouse if the referendum fails. so and prompting her agent to sug- the world is better for it. He was )

That could be done without a tax increase, but it would gest she “can be a huge role model composing by the age of 5, per-  After checki
erase a unique landmark that has meant much to Wheeling | 1or k"list- If}fhat s going to 'ig the " She forming not mucg later. But his gift b‘:lt{h ca“dld%‘lt
residents over the years — and still should. case, let us hope she stops skating e sort. She is a rare success story. was so rare, so odhke”(Amadeqs Elk Grove Vil

. e and goes right back to school. The children who will emulate her means “beloved of God™), that his  the conclusio

The tax increase would amount to an additional $21.05 a Not a chance — I know. Lipinski, are hardly likely to do as well, life teaches no lessons. Nowadays, is the candida
year for someone whose property tax bill is now $2,500. in fact, has three tutors who work  And yet, on a given day in Amer- ~ though, we are seeing the wide-  He is lookin
That’s a reasonable price o pay to save a piece of history with her four hours a day and since ica countless children are mind- spread infantilization of sports —  dustrial park

that doubles as a pretty good place to throw a party. The
Daily Herald recommends a YES vote.

Wheeling park board

In an earlier editorial, the Daily Herald reported that
three seats are available on Wheeling Park District board
in Tuesday’s election. In fact, four are available. We reiter-
ate our support for incumbents Francine Melamed, Mark
Parkinson and Thomas Webber.

For the fourth seat, Kenneth R. Kent, R. Michael Kurgan
and Paul G. Phillip all offer some interesting ideas, and
their willingness to serve is commendable. Of those,
Phillip already has shown the most willingness to serve by
his regular attendance at board meetings, including a 10-
hour budget workshop. He is endorsed.

Daddanlr
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they are paid by her family and not,
you understand, by the county or
the state, they probably know bet-
ter than to assign too much home-
work. Anyway, the triple toe loop
requires little in the way of reading
comprehension.

The statistics on Lipinski are im-
pressive. Nevermind that she is but
a wee 4-feet, 8-inches from the ice
to the top of her smiling head and
we:'ihs but a mere 75 pounds. More
to the point, she has had an agent
since the age of 13, could make as
much as $1 million in the coming
year and might, her agent mused,
endorse products aimed at
“women” about her age — milk and
Wonder Bread were mentioned.
She already endorses a line of

Manadian clrating nnbfite

lessly swimming laps or skating in
circles. They are playing golf,
shooting baskets or delaying pu-
berty through rigorous gymnastics
workouts. Either they believe or
their parents believe — or, more
likely, they all believe — that all
this hard effort will pay off with in-
credible fame and just as incredible
riches. Not so.

We are told that the odds of a
high school athlete playing any
sport professionally are about
10,000 to 1. Yet America believes
otherwise and in the black com-
munity, sports has almost a relig-
ious power — like a belief in heav-
en. There, 66 percent of black
teenagers think they can make a
living at sports, according to North-
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and that is a different story. Gym-
nastics, tennis, skating and basket-
ball can be played very well by
teenagers — and who knows what
sport is next? Mozart died young,
but he was not washed up at 19.

What we are really tching about
here is the near-mad yearning of
parents to achieve success through
their children. The most tragic ex-
ample of that caused the death of
Jessica Dubroff, who at the age of 7
was flying across the country in a
stunt that amounted to nothing less
than child abuse. What, exactly,
was supposed to follow? Endorse-
ments? A child’s airplane?

Now it is Lipinski’s turn for the
star turn. In the Lﬁublished reports,
we are assured that all is fine with
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Chevy Chase...

Wheeling’s Heartbeat of History

209@Per> -

We, Friends of Chevy Chase, wholeheartedly support passing

the April 1 Wheeling Park District referendum to SAVE AND
RENOVATE the Chevy Chase Clubhouse in Wheeling,
1000 N. Milwaukee Avenue. We strongly encourage you to

VOTE “YES” on April 1. Punch 246.

(Remember: the words “Chevy Chase” do not appear on the ballot.)

Monday night country western dancers
Tuesday night country western dancers
Wednesday night ballroom dancers
Barbara Abraham
Judy Abruscato
Laurel and Bob Anderson
_ Pat Armitage
Dave and Dianne Bachmann
Karop and Marilyn Bavougian
Rick and Gail Benedetto
Ron and Mary Lou Berrie
Darlene Brill
Liltian Brill
Connie Bytner
Marv Call
Edward and Marianne Chmelar
Stan and Rose Cota
Sam and Irene Dattilo
Christine 4nd Paul Doose”
Dennis and Linda Drake
Kathleen Drake
Gary and Janet Fauser
Barbara Forke
Margaret Forke
Richard H. Goldberg
Wedge and Pat Hancock
Lee Hansen
Elizabeth L. Hartman
Skip Hedlund
Robert J. Heer
Dolly Hein
George Hernandez
Gary and JoAnn Hittleman
Pat Horcher
Donna Hugh
Doug and Sally Jensen
Steve and Michelie Jensen
Randy and Helma Johnson
Kevin, Cynthia and Chelsea Kane
Joe and Hama Katagiri
Nobi Kay
Kenneth R. Kent
Greg Klatecki
Andy Klumpp

Cheri and Steve Klumpp
Alderman Greg Koeppen
Phyllis J. Korogodsky, CFP
John and Jackie Krajewski
John and Kate Kulczuga
R. Michael Kurgan
Fred LaCerra

“MAFIT a
Kevin and Cathy Markiewicz
Paula Mata
Laura McDonald
Fred and Joanne McGowan
Glenn and Kathy Meier
Francine Melamed
Jack and Virginia Metzger
Don and Marie Moore
Mary Mozal
Barbara Mundy
Jan Obrand
Mark and Jackie Parkinson-
Carrie Pearson
Lynn Pearson
Paul G. Philipp
David and Bonnie Phillips
" Sandy Pifer
Steve Pohlman
Mary Lou Quinn
Vernon and Bonnie Rieb
Julia Robberson
William A. Rogers
Bob and Juanita Sachs
Sandra Salazar
Bertha Sanchez

Frank and Lonnie Schpaitmann

John and Sharon Schomer

Terry Schraub

Bea Schuler
Sheila H. Schultz

Bob Schuppe
Jeanne and John Selander
Bill and Elaine Simpson
Andy and Dolly Snyders
William C. Spangenberg

Lillian W. Stiller
Wally and Rita Stryszyk
Dr. Ian W. Taylor
Gertrude Trunda
Vern and Vivian Verstraete
The Webber Family
Barbara Weder
Pon and Pinky Wennerstrom
Wayne J. Wisinski

CRITS

3X Copy Center
Am-Vets Post 66
AR-K-TEKS Unlimited
Bob Chinn’s CrabHouse
Card and Party Outlet, Ltd.
Centennial Title Inc.
Convenient Printing Inc.
Crawdaddy Bayou
D. Brill & Associates
Daniello’s Restaurant
Don Roth’s Restaurant
Eros Restaurant & Ice Cream Pariour
Golden Chef Restaurant
Hackney’s in Wheeling
Hans’ Bavarian Lodge
Harry Caray’s Restaurant - Wheeling
In Working Order
Joe’s Pizza
Lake Cook Distributors
Lewis Paper Place, Inc.
The MITEC Corporation
Northbrook Hilton and
Allgauer’s on the Riverfront
Pita Inn
Wa-Pa-Ghetti’s Pizza
Wheeling Archery Club
Wheeling Chapter AARP 4384
Wheeling.com
Wheeling Historical Society
Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber of
Commerce
Wheeling Village Board
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We, Friends of Chevy Chase, wholeheartedly support passing the April 1

Wheeling Park District referendum to SAVE AND RENOVATE the
Chevy Chase Clubhouse in Wheeling, 1000 N. Milwaukee Avenue.

We strongly encourage you to

VOTE “YES” on April 1. Punch 246.

(Remember: the words “Chevy Chase” do not appear on the ballot.)

Monday night country western
dancers
Tuesday night country western
dancers
Wednesday night ballroom dancers
Barbara Abraham
Judy Abruscato
Laurel and Bob Anderson
Pat Armitage
Dave and Dianne Bachmann
Karop and Marilyn Bavougian
Rick and Gail Benedetto
Ron and Mary Lou Berrie
Darlene Brill
Lillian Brill

Cannios RByutner

Andy Klumpp
Cheri and Steve Klumpp
Alderman Greg Koeppen
Phyllis J. Korogodsky, CFP
John and Jackie Krajewski
John and Kate Kulczuga
R. Michael Kurgan
Fred LaCerra
Trevor Lehmann
Marilyn and Bob Lewis
Kevin and Cathy Markiewicz
Paula Mata
Laura McDonald
Fred and Joanne McGowan
Glenn and Kathy Meier

Franrine Malamed

William C. Spangenberg
Lillian W. Stiller
Wally and Rita Stryszyk
Dr. Ian W. Taylor
Steven J. Telow
Gertrude Trunda
Vern and Vivian Verstraete
The Webber Family
Barbara Weder
Don and Pinky Wennerstrom
Wayne J. Wisinski
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3X Copy Center

Am-Vets Post 66
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Marv Call
Edward and Marianne Chmelar
Stan and Rose Cota
Sam and [rene Dattilo
Christine and Paul Doose
Dennis and Linda Drake
Kathleen Drake
Gary and Janet Fauser
Barbara Forke
Margaret Forke
Richard H. Goldberg
Wedge and Pat Hancock
Lee Hansen
Elizabeth L. Hartman
Skip Hedlund
Robert J. Heer
Dolly Hein
George Hernandez
Gary and JoAnn Hittleman
Pat Horcher
Donna Hugh
Doug and Sally Jensen
Steve and Michelle Jensen
Randy and Helma Johnson
Kevin, Cynthia and Chelsea Kane
Joe and Hama Katagiri
Nobi Kay
Kenneth R. Kent
Greg Klatecki

Paid For By Friends of Chevy Chase

Jack and Virginia Metzger
Jim W. Miller
Don and Marie Moore
Mary Mozal
Barbara Mundy
Jan Obrand
Mark and Jackie Parkinson
Carrie Pearson
Lynn Pearson
Paul G. Philipp
David and Bonnie Phillips
Sandy Pifer
Steve Pohlman
Mary Lou Quinn
Vernon and Bonnie Rieb
Julia Robberson
William A. Rogers
Bob and Juanita Sachs
Sandra Salazar
Bertha Sanchez
Frank and Lonnie Schnaitmann
John and Sharon Schomer
Terry Schraub
Bea Schuler
Sheila H. Schultz
Bob Schuppe
Jeanne and John Selander
Stuart Shapiro
Bill and Elaine Simpson
Andy and Dolly Snyders

Bob Chinn’s CrabHouse
Card and Party Outlet, Ltd.
Centennial Title Inc.
Convenient Printing Inc.
Crawdaddy Bayou
D. Brill & Associates
Daniello’s Restaurant
Don Roth’s Restaurant
Eros Restaurant & Ice Cream Parlour
Golden Chef Restaurant
Hackney’s in Wheeling
Hans’ Bavarian Lodge
Harry Caray’s Restaurant - Wheeling
In Working Order
Joe’s Pizza
Lake Cook Distributors
Lewis Paper Place, Inc.

The MITEC Corporation
Northbrook Hilton and
Allgauer’s on the Riverfront
Pita Inn
Wa-Pa-Ghetti’s Pizza
Wheeling Archery Club
Wheeling Chapter AARP 4384
Wheeling.com
Wheeling Historical Society
Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber
of Commerce
Wheeling Village Board




o Friends of Chevy Chase

P. O Box 652

Wheeling, {llinois 60090

200 PPPee

POLLING PLACES

Precinct _ Polling Place Address
Wheeling Park District 251 N. Wolf Rd.
9 | Amvets Post 66 700 McHenry Rd.
27, 37 | Mark Twain School Dist. 21 515 E. Merle Lane
30, 76 | Harmony Village 1 Fern
33 | Walt Whitman School Dist. 21 133 S. Wille Ave.
48, 50 | Jack London Jr. High School 1001 W. Dundee Rd.
49 | Wheeling Park District 222 S. Wolf Rd.
55 | Arlington Club Condos 1610 Newburn Court
74, 137 | Kenneth F. Gill Admin. Center 999 W. Dundee Rd.
79, 83 | Indian Trails Public Library 355 S. Schoenbeck Rd.
93 | Village of Wheeling 255 W. Dundee Rd.
98 | River Trails Condominium Assn. 811 Apple Dr.
105, 108 | Lexington Commons Condos 548 Lexington Dr.
107 | Lakestde Villas 794 Lakeside Circle Dr.
Friends of Chevy Chase Polling Places and Precincé Numbers



Precinct Polling Place Address
116 | Robert Frost School 1805 Aspen Dr.
125 | Cedar Run Development 601 Cedar Run Dr.
127 | Chelsea Cove Condominiums 300 N. Denoyer

129, 140 | Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 1111 N. Elmhurst Rd.

130, 144 | Tahoe Village Condominiums 1771 Tahoe Circle Dr.
133 | Prospect Heights Community Church 400 N. Elmhurst Rd.
138 | Willow Heights Condominiums 844 Old Willow Rd.

Friends of Chevy Chase Polling Places and Precincé Numbers
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CHEVY CHASE CLUBHOUSE REFERENDUM RESULTS: APRIL 1, 1997
1 71.68% 162 64 _ 17
9 63.46% 99 57 105 77 11% 64 19
27 63.31% 157 91 107 59.04% 49 34
30 61.46% 59 37 108 75.34% 55 18
33 58.95% 135 94 82
37 65.05% 67 36 125 62 00% 62 38
43 60.69% 88 57 127 56.96% 45 34
49 55.73% 146 116 129 50.00% 40 40
50 61.44% 137 86 130 62.90% 39 23
55 55 94% 113 89 133 54 55% 30 25
74 67.80% 139 66 137 64.06% 164 92
76 | 61.02% 36 23 &5.00% 9 11
79 51 14% 45 43 140 62.90% 78 46
83 50 00% i0 10 144 76.58% 85 26
93 60.42% 116 76 255 91.43% 32 3
SUBTOTAL 1500 945 SUBTOTAL 796 508
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Special Events ....10,11  Early Childhood ...13-15  Variety 23-27

Youth Sports ...28-34 Aquatic Center 40  Mature Adults ... .41, 42
- i 3
R SRR -!lélsmgqs&l,n!glul
-

e e

“CHEVY CHASE... A WHEELING PLACE”

* Centennial Gala ¢ Chamber Functions
¢ Family Celebrations e Madrigal Dinners
¢ School District Events e Community Meetings

¢ Service Clubs: Lions, Rotary, Jaycees

It’s Your Choice!
VOTE April 1, 1997
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Board of Park Commissioners

Commissioners Left to Right

Tom Webber, Bill Mattes (Vice President), Dennis Drake.
Greg Klatecki (President), Mark Parkinson, Cheri Klumpp.

and Fran Melamed.

fiktime  far!

Wheeling Park District

Wheeling Park District

MISSION STATEMENT

It is the Mission of the Wheeling Park District to provide
for the present and future leisure needs of the commu-
nity through the provision of recreational programs,
facilities, and open space in an efficient and economical
manner, and to provide wholesome, constructive and
enjoyable leisure-time experiences that benefit the indi-
vidual and the community of Wheeling.

Adopted August 9. 1990

Dear Residents:

VOTE!! That's all I'm asking!! The Wheeling Park District
going to referendum on Tuesday, April 1 to be able to ren-
ovate Chevy Chase Country Club as a banquet facility.
YOU—the public came out and told us to keep Chewy at the
December 3, 1996 Public Hearing. In order to renovate
(See page 24) we must ask for an increase in the Park
District corporate tax rate to be able to cover the cost.
PLEASE—YOUR VOTE DOES COUNT!

Our new and improved Childerley Park will be re-dedicated
at the Holiday Hunt on Saturday, March 29. Come on out
and join us for a morning of activities. There are some great
new adult workshops to look forward to. From “Dinner in
Minutes” to a “May Day Basket” craft, I'm sure you'll find
one to suit your needs. You can look forward to the Day
Camp registration for the summer as well as the “Early
Bird” Aquatic Center pass. And it’s never too late to start
working out at the Fitness Center!!!

Remember—we're always looking for your input and the
Board meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday of
each month at the CRC.

Greg Klatecki
President, Board of Commissioners

Park District Board Meetings
are the first and third Tuesdays
of each month.

STAFF
Director of Parks and Recreation . . . . Karop T. Bavougian, CLP
Superintendent of Recreation Steve Pohlman, CLP

Superintendent of Clubhouse Services Roger Christensen
Superintendent of Golf Services Steve Schiller
Superintendent of Finance and Personnel Thomas Busby
Superintendent of Parks & Planning Mark Harrison, RLA
Asst. Supt. of Parks & Planning Mitch Cohen
Asst. Supt. of Recreation Jan Buchs
Asst. Supt. of Clubhouse Keith Morgan
Greens Superintendent Tom McDonald
Safety Coordinator Amy Rivas
Fitness Athletics Coordinator dJan Arnold

Aquatics/Special Events Coordinator . . . Michelle Bobbora, CLP

Recreation Supervisor Marv Call
Athletic Supervisor Brien Halterman
Preschool/Tot Coordinator Colleen Farrell
Recreation Coordinator Laurakathleen Fr
Recreation Coordinator Cindy Schaa

Promotions/Special Events Coordinator . . . Trudy Wakeman, CLP




Resident Lottery March 19

Family name Home phone

ddress Town Zip

Please complete the following for youth programs

Father's name Work Phone

Mother's name Work Phone

Please include a photocopy of BIRTH CERTIFICATE or HOSPITAL CERTIFICATE for Infant/Toddler and Early Childhood programs.

How did you find out about this program

METHOD OF PAYMENT: Check {1 Charge: MasterCard (] VISA L) Discover (| Signature:

For Charge Customers Only: Charge Account Number: Expiration Date:

CODE BIRTH
NO. PROGRAM NAME DATE(S) DAY(S) TIME *FEE NAME OF PARTICIPANT | GRD |SEX DATE

*NOTE: $6.00 Service Charge for any check returned by the bank.
The Wheeling Park District welcomes individuals with disabilities into programs. Please describe any accommodation needed for successful inclusion in
this/these program(s):

WHEELING PARK DISTRICT WAIVER & RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS
THIS WAIVER MUST BE SIGNED IN ORDER TO REGISTER

The Wheeling Park District, a member of Park District Risk Management Association, is complying with the Association’s regulation by including a
waiver and release of all claims, form to be signed by adults 18 years old and over, residents and non-residents, when participating in park district pro-
grams. This regulation is an attempt to hold down insurance costs and assure adequate coverage for the Agencies’ programs and services.

RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT | have read and fully understand the Program Details & Waiver & Release

of all Claims:

Participants 18 years of age or older and parents of participants under
the age of 18 should read this form carefully and be aware that in signing
up and participating in this program you will waiving and releasing all
claims for injuries or damages you might personally sustain which might
arise out of this program.

SIGN FOR EACH PROGRAM LISTED ON APPLICATION

As a participant in this program (or as a parent of a minor participant), |
recognize and acknowledge that there are certain risks of physical injury
and I agree to assurne the full risk of any injuries, damages or loss which |
may sustain as a result of participating (or as a result of my minor child's Signature Date
participation) in such program as against the Park District, its officers,
agents, servants and employees.

1 do hereby fully release and discharge the Park District and its officers, agents,
servants, and employees from any and all claims from injuries, damage or 3. Program
loss which [ may have or which may accrue to me on account of my particr

1 Program

2. Program

Signature Date

pation {or on account of my minor child’s participation) in the program. Signature Date
1 further agree to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the Park District 4. Program
and its officers, agents. servants and employees from any and all claims Signature Date
resulting from injuries, damages. and losses sustained by me and arising
out of, connected with, or in any way associated with the activities of the 5. Program
rogram (or with my minor child’s participation in the activities of the Signature Date
rogram).
I give permission for any photos taken of me, or my minor child. by the 6. Program
park district to be used for promotional purposes. Signature Date



Make additional copies if needed.

USE THIS FORM FOR: YOUTH SPORTS/CAMPS opare PAYMENT
Code | | | [ |-[] Activity Location /Division Session

Code | |-|:| Activity Location/Division Session

Code \Ilj:I-D Activity Location /Division Session

Name Address

Town Zip Phone Sex M F Age
School Grade _ Birthdate / / Height Weight
Father’s Name Phone (home) Phone (work)

Mother’s Name Phone (home) Phone (work)

Please describe any accommodations needed for successful inclusion in the program(s);

Friendship Request: Friend's Name Activity Code

FOR SPORTS:

If child played last season. what team?  Sport #1 Sport #2

Would you like to volunteer as a: Head Coach Asst. Coach Are you NYSCA Certified? Yes No
If you would like to volunteer as a coach. please come to the Community Recreation Center, 333 W. Dundee Road, and fill out a coach'’s
application.

FOR CAMPS:

BUS SERVICE CODE # 1. copEs | [ [ [ 1[] copEs || [ [ ][]

Complex or nearest cross street

KAMP KEEPERS

Before Camp CODE# | | | | |.[] copE# [ | | [ |-[] copE# | | [ |-[]
After Camp CODE# | | | [ ][] copE# | [ [ [ ].[] cope# | [ [ [ ][]

CAMP LEARN TO SWIM—Level Name

Medical Information:

Family Physician Phone

Please list any conditions/restrictions/behaviors we should be aware of:

Please list all medications & times taken

Emergency Contact: (other than parent/guardian)
Name Relationship

Town Phone (home) Phone (work)

PLEASE BE SURE TO SIGN WAIVER ON BACK
MAIL WITH PAYMENT AND SIGNED WAIVER TO: WHEELING PARK DIiSTRICT. 333 W. DUNDEE RD.. WHEELING, ILLINOIS 60090



EDITATION

Discover the many ways to explore, experience and under-
stand meditation. It will help you relax, relieve stress, calm
your conscious mind, and be in touch with your true feelings
and in tune with your inner nature. Learn how to make
meditation a part of your daily life.

LOCATION CRC

CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE FEE
1221-2 5/17 Sa 1-3:30 PM Adult $17
DECIPHERING YOUR DREAMS

Dreams are a bridge between the conscious and subcon-
scious minds. They're a mirror image of a person’s mind in
motion, reflecting their true feelings, thoughts, ideas and
experiences. Learn to remember, understand and interpret
your dreams and see how your dreams can help you in your
everyday life.

LOCATION  CRC
CODE DATE DAY  TIME AGE FEE
1221-1 4/26 Sa 1-4 PM Adult $17
SWIMSUIT SAYYY

Summer is almost here and it’s time to select a suit that
looks great on you! Learn how to work with your figure to
choose a flattering style by accentuating your best features
and minimizing your “problem” areas. With the right cut
and style, you'll see how you can actually look taller and
thinner! Bring your swimsuits along for input. Handouts will
be provided to help you shop.

LOCATION CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1202-1 5/14 w 7-8:30 PM Adult $15/$22

MARYELOUS MANICURES

Save time and money by learning how to give yourself a
manicure in just one hour—including drying time! Fee
includes a complete manicure set, polish and carrying case.

LOCATION CRC

CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1202-3 577 W 7-9PM  11-15yrs  $15/822
12024 4/15 Tu 7-9PM  Adult $15/$22

23

EXPLORE YOUR HAIRSTYLE FANTASIES

Looking for a new look this Spring? Through computer
technology, you may choose from hundreds of styles and
colors to see on yourself. . .risk free! A great way to see what
lengths, colors and shapes fit best on your face. You'll
receive twelve pictures of yourself with twelve different
hairstyles. It'll be easy to show your stylist your favorite
“do”.

LOCATION CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1202-5 4/24 Th 6-9 PM Adult $20/$30

SUPER SAVINGS SEMINAR

Learn how to save money on groceries, dining out, repairs
to your home, and even how to go to Hawaii absolutely
free! Simplify your life, become more efficient and save
money—all at the same time! This seminar is sure to be a
real learning experience.

LOCATION  CRC

CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1221-4  5/8 Th 7-830PM  16yrs+  $6/$9
COMPUTER CLASSES

Designed for both beginning students and those wishing to
refresh their computer skills. Each registrant has use of a
computer during class time.

LOCATION CRC

AGE Adult

CODE CLASS DATE DAY TIME FEE

1299-1 Intro to PC/ 3/31-4/14 M 14 PM $165
Windows 95

1299-2 intro to PC/ 3/314/14 M 7-10PM  §$165
Windows 95

1299-3 Intro to Keyboard/ 4/5-4/12 Sa 9:30 AM- $120
Mouse/WP 12:30 PM

1299-4 Intro to WP 6.1 for 4/19-4/26 Sa 9:30 AM- $120
Windows 12:30 PM

1299-5 Intro to Micro 4/28-5/5 M 14PM  $120
Word 7.0 Windows 95

1299-6 Intro for Form 4/28 M 7-9PM  § 45
Letters, Mail
Merge, Micro Word
for Windows 95

1299-7 Intro to Windows 5/3-5/10 Sa 9:30- $ 85
95/File Management 11 AM

1299-8 Intro to Micro/ 5/12-5/19 M 1-4PM  $120
Windows 95

1299-9 Intro to Micro/ 5/12-5/19 M 7-10PM  $120
Windows 95



CHEVY CHASE CLUBHOUSE REFERENDUM

APRIL 1, 1997
“IT’S YOUR CHOICE”
YES or NO

Due to the overwhelming outcry to save and renovate the Chevy Chase
Clubhouse, during the Public Hearing of December 3, 1996, the Wheeling
Park District Board of Commissioners have authorized placing on the April 1,
1997 ballot a referenda question for a tax rate increase of .075% which would
be used to save and renovate the Chevy Chase Clubhouse!

OPTIONS:

The Park District Board considered four options of which three would require
a tax rate increase. Of the four options requiring a tax rate increase the over-
whelming choice of those attending the Public Hearing and replying to the
Chewy Chase Questionnaire was to save and renovate the Chevy Chase
Clubhouse.

If the Tax Rate Referenda Passes: Chevy Chase Clubhouse will be saved
and renovated.

If the Tax Rate Referenda Fails: Chevy Chase Clubhouse will be torn down
and a much smaller golf clubhouse will be built without banquet facilities or the
need for a tax rate increase.

Wheeling's Largest Celebration...Hosted at Chevy Chase
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COST:

The Park District Board originally considered asking for a .10% tax rate increase
in the Corporate Fund to accomplish renovation of the Chevy Chase
Clubhouse. The Park District Board has prudently reviewed the costs of reno-
vation and has reduced its original consideration by 25%. The tax rate
increase request will be for .075%.

What Will A .075% Tax Rate Increase In The Corporate Fund
Mean To Your Tax Bill?

Current Annual Approximate Additional Cost Increase

Tax Bill Per Year Per Month Per Day
$1,500 S$12.63 $1.05 4 cents
$2.,000 $16.84 $1.40 5 cents
$2,500 $21.05 $1.75 6 cents
$3,000 $25.26 S$2.11 7 cents
$3,500 $29.46 $2.46 8 cents
$4,000 $33.68 $2.81 9 cents
i $4,500 $37.88 $3.16 10 cents

HOW WILL THE REFERENDUM QUESTION APPEAR ON THE
BALLOT?

The ballot question wording is dictated by the State of lllinois Park District
Code, which does not allow the words “Chevy Chase Clubhouse” to be
placed on the ballot. The ballot to approve the saving and renovating of
the Chevy Chase Clubhouse will read as follows:

Shall the Wheeling Park District, Cook and YES
Lake Counties, lllinois be authorized to levy

and collect an additional tax of .075% for all

corporate purposes as provided in Section 5-3

of “The Park District Code”? NO

(2) The approximate amount of taxes extended for corporate

purposes under the maximum rate now in force in said Park District
is the sum of $705,250.

(o) The approximate amount of taxes extendible for corporate
purposes under the proposed rate is the sum of $1,234,187.

25




MAY DAY BASKET

A unique basket with a pre-made dried flower handle, filled
with roses, larkspur, heather, ferns and greenery. Perfect
for Mothers Day or May Day.

LOCATION CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1214-1 4/24 Th 7-9 PM Adult $38

PANSY GERANIUM AND VY TOWER

A triple stacked tower of terra cotta pots stacked and
planted with fresh ivy intermingled with pansies and gera-
niums. Beautiful centerpiece that can be re-planted to last
each season.

LOCATION CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1214-2 5/15 Th 7-9 PM Adult $48

CONTAINER GARDENING

A slide lecture on lush hanging baskets, window boxes, con-
tainers and many original ideas. Discussion on cultures, cre-
ative combinations, care tips, and a new recipe for aging
containers that really works! Demonstration on planting a
flower tower.

LOCATION CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1214-3 4/29 Tu 7-9 PM Adult $8/812

CREATING A KEEPSAKE ALBUM

Do you stuff your photos in shoeboxes and drawers? Or
are they stored in an album that chemically destroys your
timeless photo? Learn how to create a safe, beautiful and
personalized album in this hands-on workshop. Using sim-
ple, creative techniques, you will make your own sample
pages with your own photos! Please bring 8-12 recent
photos, a pen, and scissors to class. All other supplies are
included.

LOCATION CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1221-¢  4/10 Th 7-9PM Adult $15/$22

DINNER IN MINUTES

Too busy to cook? Just follow our simple menus, keep the
pantry stocked, and we’'ll show you how to prepare deli-
cious dinners in minutes. Recipes include Pasta Putanesca,
Grilled Chicken and Artichoke Hearts, and many more.

LOCATION CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
1223.3  5/22 Th 7-10PM  Adult $35/$52

26

INDOOR GRILLING

Rely on your stovetop grill for quick, low fat meals all year
long. Learn how to grill chicken, fish, vegetables, meats,
breads and flavorful marinades and sauces. Stovetop grills
can be utilized on gas or electric and will be available at
class.

LOCATION  CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
12235  5/7 w 7-10PM  Adult $35/$52

LIGHT 'N EASY PASTA

Kitchen tips on proper pasta cooking, pasta selection, olive
oils and more! Among the tempting light 'n easy recipes...
Artichoke Hearts in Salsa Rosa, Fettucini With Smoked
Salmon, and Ziti in Lemon-Herbed Sauce.

LOCATION  CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE RES/NR
12231 4/8 Tu 7-10PM  Adult $35/$52
DOG OBEDIENCE

Teach your dog to stand for veterinary exam, sit, stay, heel,
and come when called.

PLEASE NOTE: First class, without dog, is mandatory.
Special equipment including a training collar is required and
may be purchased at the first class. Required immunizations
must be current and documented by your vet. A current
fecal, within two weeks of start of class, is required.

AGE Dog 4 mos & older
Handler 12 yrs & older
LOCATION CRC
CODE DATE DAY TIME RES/NR
1217-0 4/16-5/21 W 7-8:30 PM $65/398

POSITIVE PARENTING CLASS NEW! |

Would you like to improve your parenting skills and help
your child reach maximum potential? Join Fran Collins,
School District #21 Special Education teacher, who will help
you learn new techniques for better communication and
ways to increase your child’s confidence and self-esteem,
leading to a more responsible student. Babysitting available;
see Kids Korner for information.

LOCATION  CRC 102

FEE RES $5/NR $8

CODE DATE DAY TIME AGE
1612-1 4/9-5/14 w 9:30-11 AM Adult
1612-2 4/9-5/14 W 7-8:30 PM Adult
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COUNTRY WESTERN NIGHTS

Every Monday and Tuesday Nights in the Main Ballroom
you can side step your way to an evening of Country
Western dancing. A D.J. plays the latest Billy Ray or Clint
Black songs to dance to. Pizza, beverages, and cash bar
available all evening.

LOCATION Chevy Chase Country Club
Main Ballrocom

DAY Every Monday and Tuesday

TIME 7-11 PM

DANCE LESSONS 7:30-9 PM

FEE $4 per person

AGE 18 yrs +

Coupies Night is the last Thursday of the month $4 per
person from 7-11 PM

P S
—_—
~

FAMILY COUNTRY WESTERN DANCES

Bring the whole family out for a night of Country Western
Dancing. Let’s teach them when they're young!! Scheduled
for one Sunday a month. Call Chew Chase for further infor-
mation. Why not plan your Birthday Party around Family
Night! $8 per person includes: admission to dance, reserved
table, 2 pitchers of pop per table, 1 slice of pizza, and a
Decorated Cake.

43

BANQUET FACILITIES

Private parties, wedding reception, business meetings.
Chevy Chase Country Club is the place to do it all. Our
three banquet rooms can accommodate from 30 to 600
guests. All rooms include dance floors, fully stocked bars. air
conditioned comfort, a public address system and a breath-
taking view of our golf course.

BOOKING BANQUETS THROUGH 1998

BIG BAND BALLROOM DANCING

Every Wednesday evening in the Main Ballroom, a 10 piece
band will provide the music to quick step, fox trot or samba.
Doors are open at 8-11:30 PM with FREE dance lesson by
Tom & Agnes DeBartolo beginning at 8 PM. $10 per per-
son at the door. Come to the “Best Place to go Dancing” in
the northwest suburbs by the Pioneer Press (1994 Readers
Choice Awards).

ik for !

Wheeling Park District
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The 75 year old Chewy
Chase Golif Course has
been accredited and rated
by CDGA (Chicago District
Golf Association) status
while owned and operated
by the Wheeling Park
District the past 17 years.

Chevy Chase
Country Club

A facitity of the Wheeling Purk Pivire ¢
This full length course is:

Par 72

6,520 total yards (shortest being 121 yds,

longest 563 yds.)

1 lake

2 ponds

13 water holes

4 levels of tees from short to championship

Ladies & Mens Locker Room

Pro Shop

Gable Room and Bar (Breakfast and lunch service)

GOLF OUTINGS

Does your company or organization hold an outing each
year? We are accepting reservations for 1997 outings an
excellent choice of tee times and dates for weekend or
weekday outings. A $2.00 per person deposit is required to
hold reservations. Minimum number of golfers: 32 week-
days, 48 weekends/holidays. DINNER IS REQUIRED WITH
ALL OUTINGS.

GIFT IDEAS FOR THE GOLFER IN YOUR LIFE

1. PRO SHOP MERCHANDISE - A complete line of
clubs, bags, golf balls, gloves, hats, caps, shirts and jac-
kets at a terrific savings.

2. PERSONALIZED GOLF BALLS - Buy custom
printed balls (name, logo, or phrase). Allow up to three
weeks order time for imprinting balls.

3. GIFT CERTIFICATES - Can be purchased for green
fees, golf cart, or Pro Shop merchandise.

4. HANDICAP SERVICE - Handicap service through the
C.D.G.A. is available at Chewy Chase. A certified handi-
cap is necessary for tournament play and is great for
“getting strokes” from your playing partners.

PRIVATE LESSONS

Private indoor lessons with our teaching staff are by ap-
pointment $30 per half hour indoors, $35 per half hour
outdoors.
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INDOOR GROUP GOLF LESSONS....EVENING

Group lessons are 2 nights per week, Mon./Wed. o
Tues./Thurs. for 3 weeks (6 lessons total). Advance regis-
tration is required at Chevy Chase.

AGES: Adult
LOCATION: Chewy Chase
DAYS TIME DATE RES/NR
M/W 7-8:15 PM 1/13-1/29 $40/$50
T/Th 7-8:15PM 1/14-1/30 $40/$50
M/W 7-8:15 PM 2/3-2/19 $40/$50
T/Th 7-8:15 PM 2/4-2/20 $40/$50
M/W 7-8:15 PM 2/24-3/12 $40/$50
T/Th 7-8:15 PM 2/25-3/13 $40/$50
M/W 7-8:15 PM 3/17-4/2 $40/$50
T/Th 7-8:15 PM 3/18-4/3 $40/$50
M/W 7-8:15 PM 4/7-4/23 $40/$50
T/Th 7-8:15 PM 4/8-4/24 $40/$50

ﬁ -

-—-——: -
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OUTDOOR GROUP GOLF LESSONS
REGISTRATION Begins 4/7 at Chevy Chase
LOCATION Chewy Chase Golf Course
DAY TIME DATE RES/NR
M/W 5:45-7 PM 5/5-5/21 $55/$65
Tu/Th 5:45-7 PM 5/6-5/22 $55/$65
M/W 9:15-10:30 AM 5/19-6/4 $55/%65
M/W 5.45-7 PM 6/2-6/25 $55/$65
Tu/Th 5:45-7 PM 6/3-6/26 $55/$65
M/W 9:15-10:30 AM 6/9-6/25 $55/%65
M/W 5:45-7 PM 6/30-7/23 $55/$65
Tu/Th 5:45-7 PM 7/1-7/24 $55/$65
M/W 9:15-10:30 AM 6/30-7/16 $55/$65
M/W 5:45-7 PM 7/28-8/20 $55/$65
Tu/Th 5:45-7 PM 7/29-8/21 $55/$65
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1 Chevy Chase Country Club 6. Husky Park 11 Malibu Park
and Golf Course Lee Street Lakeview Drive
1000 N. Milwaukee Avenue
7. Community Recreation Center 12. Horizon Park

2. Childerley Park

506 McHenry Road 333 W. Dundee Road 378 Schoenbeck Road
3. Northside Park & Aquatic Center 13. Twain Gym
220 Glendale Avenue 327 W. Dundee Road 505 E. Merle
4 Villagg Pavilion Senior Center 9. Heritage Park 14. Pleasant Run Park
199 First Street 222 S. Wolf Road Pear Tree Lane
5 Chamber Park 10. Meadowbrook Tot Lot 15. Denover Park

251 N. Wolf Road

Park hours are 6 AM-10 PM or as posted

Nancy Lane

16.

Waverly Lane

Tarkington Gym
310 S. Scott Street




LIVE At
Chevy Chase Country Club

B.J. Thomas

Saturday, March 29
7 PM & 10 PM Shows

Remember: "Raindrops Keep Falling On My
Head™ * "Hooked On A Feeling™ * “It's Only
Love™ and "I'm so Lonesome [ Could Cry™.
Plus: 15 Top 40 Pop hits « 10 Top 40
Country hits * 5 Grammy's ¢ 2 Dove awards
¢ 2 Platinum e 11 Gold Records 4
‘ o ‘ 1 .

Tickets prior to March 14: $22/$18

After March 14: $25/$20

Charge by phone 847-465-3333

Chewy Chase Country Club
1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. ¢ Wheeling

Wheeling Park District
333 W. Dundee Road
Wheeling, IL 60090
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Board of Park Commissioners

Commissioners Left to Right

Tom Webber (term ends 2001), Bill Mattes—Vice President
{term ends 1999), Dennis Drake {term ends 1999), Greg
Kiatecki—President (term ends 1997), Mark Parkinson ({term
ends 1997), Cheri Klumpp (term ends 1999) and Fran
Melamed (term ends 2001).

Newly Elected Park Commissioners

Paul Philipp Kenneth Kent

Wheeling Park District

MISSION STATEMENT

It is the Mission of the Wheeling Park District to provide
for the present and future leisure needs of the commu-
nity through the provision of recreational programs,
facilities, and open space in an efficient and economical
manner, and to provide wholesome, constructive and
enjoyable leisure-time experiences that benefit the indi-
vidual and the community of Wheeling.

Adopted August 9, 1990

Dear Residents:

YQU DID IT!!! Thanks to you and all your support for get-
ting out and voting to save Chevwy Chase Country Club, We
never could have done it without you! Chevy Chase can
now start its planning and design phase over the next 12
months with renovation anticipated to begin in 1999, We
have added two new Board of Commissioners to the group.
Kenneth Kent and Paul Philipp bring to the group open
minds and the ability to look at the Park District as a whole
and not just bits and pieces of it. Welcome!!!

This summer is packed with a great line up of summer con-
certs, golf tournaments, day camp trips and much more.
We've also planned a Wheeling Arts Adventure in August
which is a great way to see community artists as well as
out-of-town crafters and also be a place for the kids to do
“hands on” activities. It's another great summer that you
won't want to miss at the Wheeling Park District.

Greg Klatecki
Past President, Board of Commissioners

P.S. Thanks for allowing me to serve as a Park Commis-
sioner for eight great years!

Park District Board Meetings
are the first and third Tuesdays
of each month.

STAFF
Director of Parks and Recreation . . . . Karop T. Bavougian, CLP
Superintendent of Recreation Steve Pohlman, CLP

Superintendent of Clubhouse Services Roger Christensen
Superintendent of Golf Services Steve Schiller
Superintendent of Finance and Personnel Thomas Busby
Superintendent of Parks & Planning Mark Harrison, RLA
Asst. Supt. of Parks & Planning Mitch Cohen
Asst. Supt. of Recreation Jan Buchs
Asst. Supt. of Clubhouse Keith Morgan
Greens Superintendent Tom McDonald
Safety Coordinator Amy Rivas
Fitness Athletics Coordinator Jan Arnold

Aquatics/Special Events Coordinator . . . Michelle Bobbora, CLP

Recreation Supervisor Marv Call
Athletic Supervisor Brien Halterman
Preschool/ Tot Coordinator Colleen Farrell
Recreation Coordinator Cindy Schaar

Promotions/Special Events Coordinator . . . Trudy Wakeman, CLP
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Chevy Chase Referendum FPasses!

Chevy Chase Clubhouse will remain a focal point of our community! Congratulations to the entire
community! Your vote and effort allows the Wheeling Park District to keep, renovate and continue the
operational life of the Chevy Chase Clubhouse—an important part of our community culture and
heritage. For those of you, and there are many, who led the initiative to acquire the Chewy Chase
Clubhouse and Golf Course in 1977, the importance of your initial efforts have been validated. You
understood the value of this facility twenty years ago and a new generation of residents agreed with
your decision of years past.

What will happen now? Chevy Chase has been booking functions into 1998 and will continue to
operate as a banquet facility through 1998. As many of you are aware, the Wheeling Park District
Board of Commissioners authorized a study of the Chewy Chase Clubhouse which outlined and detailed
the work and estimated costs needed to rehabilitate the Chevy Chase Clubhouse—this will be the road
map for the required work.

The Park District will engage an architect who will help define the actual scope of work. Plans and
specifications for the work will then be developed, which should be completed at the end of 1997, with
particular care and emphasis being directed toward the Ballroom and front exterior of the building. It is
anticipated that the project would be “bid” in the spring of 1998. By law the Park District must “bid”
the work, which is a process where notice is given and contractors submit sealed bids with the lowest
qualified bidder being awarded the contract. The bidding and analysis phase is expected to be completed
in May/June of 1998, with anticipation of work beginning in 1999 inasmuch as the Ballroom,
Devonshire and Wayside rooms will be in use through the end of 1998. There is the possibility that
some work could begin on the southern portion of the building, Gable Room, in the fall of 1998 as this
section of the building is not used for banquets.

Special acknowledgement needs to be made to all the “Friends of Chewy Chase” Committee who led
the charge to save Chevy Chase, but especially to Laurel Anderson, Chairman; Dave Phillips,
Administration & Fundraising; Darlene Brill, Promotions; Lee Hansen, Precincts; Gail Benedetto,
Phone and Cheri Klumpp, Walkers and Forums. We all thank you!
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Wheeling Art Adventure

DATE Saturday, August 2
TIME 10 AM-5PM
LOCATION  Community Recreation Center

30-50 Artists
Photography
dJewelry
Soft Sculpture
Wood Carving
Painting
Hand Crafts
Kids Interactive Areas Too!

In Cooperation with: American Society of Artists
Village of Wheeling

Omni Youth Services
Caribbean night
DATE Thursday. July 31, 1997
TIME 8 PM-10:30 PM

LOCATION  Wheeling Park District Aquatic
Center

COST $3/per person or
$10 for a family of 4 or more

Pay at the door or reserve your place by calling
847-537-7357 X3 by July 25th

Activites for children and adults of all ages

Sand Castle Building Swimming
Sand Volleyball Live DJ
Limbo Contest Pizza, Pop

and dessert

(Rain date of Thursday, August 7, same place and time}

MUD YOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

You might know how to play volleyball, but how 'bout in
mud? Test your team skills as well as standing skills when
you try to move on a court made of 6" or more of mud!
Teams are co-ed with a maximum of 10 players on the ros-
ter. T-shirts and goodie bags for all registered players.

LOCATION Heritage Park Mud Pits

TIME 8:30 AM—-4 PM

CODE DIVISION DATE AGE DAY FEE
2149-5 Recreational  7/19 All Sa $100
2149-6 Competitive ~ 7/20 All Su $100

*The fee for teams that register after 7/1 is $130/per team*
Co-Sponsored by: Tom Todd Chevrolet/Geo

Co-sponsored by:




Wheeling voters

OK plan to save
historic clubhouse

By Diana WaALLACE
ano BoB MCKEE
Daily Herald Staff Writers

The “gem” of Wheeling was spared from the wrecking
ball Tuesday.

By a wide margin, Wheelin%1 voters agreed to a tax
increase to save the Chevy Chase Country Club club-
house, a 78-year-old village landmark.

In unofficial resuits, the referendum received 2,273 “yes”
votes — or more than 60 percent — vs. 1,450 “no” votes.

“1 think what (the voters) were saying is that you don't
necessarily need to have money as your only motivation,
that the heart and soul and what feeds you are also impor-
tant,” said an elated Darlene Brill, public relations chair
for the Friends of Chevy Chase, which waged an exten-
sive campaign to save the clubhouse.

Tuesday’s referendum victory means property owners
in the Wheeling Park District will pay 7.5 cents more for
each $100 of assessed property values, raising about $2.76
million for renovations of the clubhouse at 1000 N. Mil-
waukee Ave.

That means the owner of a $125,000 home would see an
increase of about $29 in the approximately $220 he or she
paid to the park district last year.

“The voters recognized that we have a big, big asset
here,” said Laurel Anderson, chairperson for the Friends
of Chevy Chase. “We have a gem here. We really do.”

Park district officials had said that, if the referendum
failed, they would demolish the clubhouse and build a
smaller one for $1.3 million, primarily to accommodate
golfers.

But what appeared to drive supporters of the Chevy
Chase referendum was the building’s history.

The grand, English Tudor-styled building, a Prohibition-
era hot spot rumored to be a one-time haunt of legendary
gangster Al Capone, has been home to theater, dining.
dancing, casino gambling and countless community
events throughout the decades.

“I think a lot of people thought it was important to them
to maintain Chevy Chase,” said Karop T. Bavougian,
director of parks and recreation. “It's important to the vil-
lage’s past and its future.”

The tax increase is expected to give the park district,
which purchased the building in 1977, an estimated
$528,000 in annual additional revenue from the $3.9 million
the district expects to collect this year, Bavougian said.

Though the building is structurally sound, renovations
of the deteriorating ballroom, and replacement of anti-
quated windows and heating and electrical systems are
among the improvements needed, officials say.

Bavougian said any surplus revenue from the tax increase
over time could be used for other park district improvements.

With the referendum behind them, park district officials
intend to begin working on renovation plans this summer and
start construction as soon as the 1998 golf season ends.

Daily Herald Staff Writer Dwayne T. Wong con-
tributed to this report.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, /997
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Rolling Meadows Park District
Annex Plum Grove Eslates?

U"Yes B No
Wheeling Park District

R apr : oy
.a‘? 9:2. 76 million to gno’;:te Chevy Chass clubhousa?

Issue $19.4 million in bonds?
B Yes O No

2 incumbents, 2 newcomers
to govern Wheeling parks

By Bos MoKk
anp Dwavne T. WonG
Daily Herald Stafl Wrilers

Newcomers Kenneth R. Kent and
Paul G. PPhilipp on Tuesday won
Wheeling Park board seats along
with  incumbents Francine
Melamed and Thomas R. Webber.

The new park board received vot-
ers' approval to renovate the Chevy
Chase Country Club clubhouse.

With all 29 precincts reporting,
uncfficial results showed that
Philipp received 2,066 voles, Web-

ber 2,022, Melamed 1,882 and Kent
1,790 votes.

“I‘'ve been here in the village for
24 years,” Philipp said about his
victory. “People thought I was
credible, that's the way it looks to
me.”

Incumbent Mark F. Parkinson
had 1,705 votes while newcomer R
Michael Kurgan had 1,608 votes.

The race for the four 4-year
terms was waged between three
incumbents and three challengers.

The incumbents included
Melamed, a 46-year-old real estate

Kenneth R. Paul G.
Kent Philipp

appraiser; Parkinson, a 42-year-old
president of a title company; Web-
ber, a 47-year-old president of a dis-
tribution company. Melamed and
Webber have been commissioners
since 1989, with Parkinson having
served since 1993.

The challengers included Kent, a
J8-year-old maintenance operator;
Kurgan, a 37-year-old real estate
broker; and Philipp, a 59-year-old

Francine Thomas R.
Melamed Webber
reliree.

With all precincts reporting, unol-
ficial totals show thati volers over-
whelmingly approved a tax hike to
pay for renovation of the clubhouse
2,305 to 1,453.

Voters were asked in a referen-
dum permission to raise taxes so
that $2.76 million in necessary
improvements could be made to
the 78-year-old building.

PENEATE LY
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Clubhouse
saved by
Wheeling
voters

Park Ridge appears
to OK a tax increase

By Patricia Tennison
and Dionne Searcey
TRIBUNE STAYF WRITERS

Voters in Park Ridge Elemen.
tary School District 64 appeared
Tuesday to have approved both a
new schoo] and a tax increase,
while Wheeling Park District vot-
ers agreed to save the old Chevy
Chase clubhouse.

With 85 percent of the votes tal-
lied Tuesday night, District 64
looked as if it was heading for a
victory on a $23 million bond
issue to build a new middle
school and to upgrade technology
as well as an education fund prop-
erty tax hike of 59 cents per $100
of equalized assessed valuqtion to
pay for operating expenses.

“It's wonderful,” schools Supt.
Fred Schroeder said. “This is a
result of strong citizen-to-citizen
campaigning.”

The last successful referendum
in District 64 was in 1972. The
most recent referendum was in
1978, and it failed.

“This is a very conservative
community, and you have to
prove that you really need the
money,” Schroeder said.

As of 9:30 p.m., the proposal for
the new middle school was ahead
with 59 percent of the votes in
favor of the initiative and 41 per-
cent against it. The tax increase
was leading 56 percent to 44 per-
cent.

Meanwhile, Wheeling Park Dis-
trict voters agreed to spend $2.7
million to renovate the Chevy
Chase Country Club clubhouse.

With 99 percent of the precincts
reporting, 1.300 Wheeling voters
approved the referendum to save
the Chevy Chase clubhouse versus
4900 people who voted against it,
according to Tom Busby, superin-
tendent of finance for the Park
District.

"It goes to show vou that people
still feel that Chevy Chase is an
asset to the community,” Busby
said.

The proposal had been unani-
mously endorsed by the Village
Board and appeared to face no
organized opposition.

Clubhouse history includes
gangsters and gamblers, a stint as
a casino, big-name entertainers
and the echoes of hundreds of
dance bands and wedding waltzes,

The renovations would boost
the average tax bill for residents
in the Wheeling Park District an
estimated $16 to $21 a year.

The clubhouse, at 1000 N. Mil-
waukee Ave, not only supports
itself but makes a profit for the
Park District off its banquet busi-
ness and golf course, parks offi-
cials said,

Meanwhile, in Barrington Unit
School District 220, partial returns
showed voters in Lake and Cook
Counties were approving by 58
percent and 67 percent, respec-
tively, a2 $19.4 million bond issue.

The bond sale would allow for
the construction of two new ete-
mentary schools and an addition
at the district’s middle school. If
approved, the $19.4 million bond
sale would increase school prop-
erty taxes by about 2.2 percent.

Since 1995, two bond propos-
als -one for $112 million and
another for $92 million—to add
classroom space have failed in the
rapidly growing district, even as
hundreds of new students were
squeezed into 11 tightly packed
schools.

This time, however, the district
arrived at the proposal through a
careful process of community con-
sensus building, including the cre-
ation of a 45-member citizens
advisory committee.

The district straddles Cook,
Kane, Lake and McHenry Coun-
ties and serves 12 communities.

No substantial vote tallies were
available for a proposal for voters
in unincorporated Plum Grove
Estates, who were asked whether
they wished to be annexed into
the Rolling Meadows Park Dis-
trict.

Plum ‘Grove Estates is a
secluded, 172-acre community,
where homes are valued at
$275,000 to $600.000. The commu-
nity lies west of Illinois Highway
53 and north of Algonguin Road.

Some Plum Grove Estates resi-
dents complained about a Park
District tax rate that would cost
homeowners, according to various
estimates, $250 to $305 annually.

Consider ¢ different viewpoint. Fery Sundoy.

Perspective

GucapoTrvte
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Park board’s charge:
to renovate, preserve

Chevy Chase building

By Bos McKer
Datly Herald Staff Writer

Wheeling voters decided they
were willing to pay additional
taxes to keep the Chevy Chase
Country Club clubhouse stand-
ing.

Now, the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict is faced with such gues-
tions as how and when to do
that.

“There is a big plateful of
stuff to consider,” said district
board Commissioner Bill
Mattes.

Voters Tuesday convincingly
approved raising their taxes so
the district can afford to make
$2.76 million in renovations on
the 78-year-old community
landmark.

Final, but unofficial, totals
resulted in the measure pass-
ing with 2,273 votes to 1,450 —
a 61 percent to 39 percent mar-
gin.

The district’s tax rate — now
58 cents per every $100 of
assessed property valuation —
will increase 7.5 cents. This
means the owner of a $125,000
home would pay about $29
more than the approximately
$220 they paid to the district
last year.

Now, the district will begin to
seek an architect to draft plans
for the renovation project,

Mattes said. Officials say that
could be done as soon as this
summer.

The English Tudor building
at 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. is
structurally sound — still host-
ing functions — but needs new
windows and improved electri-
cal wiring and a heating sys-
tem.

Mattes said one of the deci-
sions the district faces is when
work will begin. Officials have
said the district plans to honor
bookings it made for the ban-
quet hall through 1998.

Ultimately, the decision to
renovate instead of raze the
building was the community’s.
And Mattes said residents’
opinions will still be consid-
ered for the remainder of the
effort.

“They are footing the bill,”
Mattes said.

One area in which residents
want to voice their opinion is
the preservation of the build-
ing’s historical aspects, said
Laurel Anderson, who headed
a group supporting the referen-
dum,

“We worked so hard as a
group to preserve the building.
We want to make sure it is the
way it should be,” Anderson
said.

“We want to maintain the
nostalgic feeling that is there.”
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Winter

the formal attire that looked so
spiffy at the dinner dance, this
year the word is out: No black
tuxes in the daytime. The
invitations say semi-formal is
way 1o go.

Abeut the only thing we know
for sure about the definition of
semiformal is that it does not
include black tuxedos for men.

Buf we have been told your
basic. afternoon wedding attire
will ~ork, featuring day coats or
cutaways for men.

For women, “garden attire” is
good, which includes those long,
filmy dresses that English
actresses wear so well, or fancy
“tea length” or afternocoh
dresses—angd don’t forget the big
My Fair Lady-style hats. Think
Ascot.

Just to encourage the grand
chapeau thing, there is a prize for
best hat as well as for most
original tie and best overall attire.

But most likely, anything nice
that isn't jeans and T-shirts will

the

get you in the door.

The event is May 3, and tickets
are $100 each. For more
information, call Kris Stabler at
847-255-7740 at the track, or Dee
Bigham, 847-253-1703, at the
Arlington Chamber of Commerce.

Chevy Chase champions:
After voters approved a
referendum proposal to save the
aging but classy Chevy Chase
clubhouse in Wheeling, supporters
of the measure celebrated—where
else?—right on the building’s
famed ballroom floor.

“[ think this strong victory
shows that there are some things
you can’t put a dollar value on
that are important to the quality
of life,” said Darlene Brill, a
member of the Friends of Chevy
Chase.

The group, which included
several hundred volunteers and
attracted financial support from
ali around the area, liked to
describe itself as “‘a real grass-
roots movement.”

The club, once the playground
of gangsters and a stage for
Hollywood performers, is now
owned by the Wheeling Park
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District and needs about $3
million in renovations, for which
voters said they were willing to
pay.

Corporate art: The Northwest
Cultural Council, which is based
in Rolling Meadows, has opened
its 10th corporate gallery, this one
at Northwest Community
Healthcare’s Wellness Center in
Arlington Heights.

The purpose of corporate
galleries, according to council
Executive Director Kathy
Umlauf, is to “make art part of
everybody’s working-day life.”

But some corporate galleries get
more traffic than others. Some
exhibits are only seen by
employees and sales reps, while
others are shared by tenants of
the building. And a few, such as
those in banks, capture the public
eye as well.

The Wellness Center, with more
than 1,000 members already, falls
into that latter category.

The new galiery is on the
second floor of the Wellness
Center, and Umlauf said the
group is delighted with the space.

“The building is so beautiful

and gets so much traffic,” she
said. “We've gotten wonderful
feedback.”

Swan song: Louis and Serena
are back. According to
Schaumburg Mayor Al Larson,
who can see them from his office
in the municipal building, the
village’s two stately swans have
returned to Schaumburg from
wherever it is they are sent every
winter.

It would be romantic to think
the lovely swans consider the
municipal pond in Schaumburg
their own little Capistrano, but
the truth is, they're rental swans
who just spend the summer on
duty at the Atcher center and are
no doubt assigned elsewhere
during winter months.

Basically, they have three tasks
ahead of them this summer: Look
pretty, make baby swans and
terrorize local Canada geese, all of
which seems to come pretty
naturally to the elegant creatures.

Other than that, the life of an
official Schaumburg village swan
is pretty much all smooth sailing
on calm waters.

E-mail: WinterC@AOL.com
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Lynn Pcarson

graphic art services §20-9842 Fax
i 1730 Anthony Road  Wheeling, IL 60090  Phone & Fax: ggﬁ 520-314!

Friends of Chevy Chase

w00@eae

Promotions Committee Members

Name Telephone
Laurel and Robert Anderson 537-2593
Pat Armitage 465-7761 £« 532 -2 78/
Karop Bavougian 465-7762 foxe 537 ~34F/
Darlene Brill (chairperson, writer) 541-9236 (fax: 541-9270)
Tom Busby 465-7766 (f~ 537 -39£71)
Marianne Chmelar 520-9233 home; 267-2181 work; (fax: 267-2903)
Don Hammer 541-8149
Fran Melamed (park board) 459-4468
Dave Phillips 312/704-4573 work (fax: 312/346-8833)
Steve Pohlman 465-2939 (fax: 537-3481)
Amy Rivas 465-3330 (fax: 537-2292)
Bertha Sanchez 459-0917 (fax: 718-7102) #1& -F¢ 7 lw
Trudy Wakeman (promotions) 465-7760 (fax: 537-3481)
Tom Webber 541-2665 (Lake Cook Distributors, 622 S.
Wheeling Rd.) (- 574 ~2622)

Donations: Friends of Chevy Chase, P.O. Box 682, Wheeling, IL 60090
Yoid [2tcllll SUT-€52Y
Chord' Mprnpp  215-0893

Friends of Chevy @ﬁ’ase Promotions Committee Members

i Moyaer 530 s€22 -

/65/ Vcﬂ/mﬂm
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Friends of Chevy Chase
P.O. Box 682
Wheeling, Illinois 60090
WP PPdee
April 2, 1997
3X Copy Centers

Attention: Manager
333 E. Dundee Road
Wheeling, IL 60090

Dear Friend of Chevy Chase,

WE DID IT!!

Thanks to your support and contribution, the residents of the Wheeling Park District voted to
fund the renovation of the Chevy Chase clubhouse. We have chosen to save this beautiful and

historic building.

Wheeling can be proud of everyone who cared enough to help save Chevy Chase. Thanks
again for your efforts.

Sincerely,

Laurel Anderson
847/537-2593
Chairperson, Friends of Chevy Chase
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Historic building saved
Dear Friend of Chevy Chase,
' Wedidit!

Thanks to your support and con-
tribution, the residents of the
Wheeling Park District voted to
fund the renovation of the Chevy
Chase clubhouse. We have chosen
to save this beautiful and historic
building.

Wheeling can be proud of every-
one who cared enough to help save
Chevy Chase. Thanks again for
your efforts. ‘

Laurel Anderson, Chairperson
Friends of Chevy Chase
Darlene Brill, Chairperson
P.R. and Promotions
Wheeling

Daﬂy Herald sunday, April 20, 1997

Will continue progress

On April 1, the Wheeling voters
spoke loudly, and I would like to
thank them for their support. It will
] be an honor to represent them in the
park district. I will do my best to con-

l tinue the forward trend the park has
taken in past years. Chevy Chase is
ahuge project, and we will need to
think and work very hard to make it
a great asset for the park, but I know

i weare upto the task I would also
like to thank all the people who
helped me by passing out fliers and

* putting up signs and for the faith

thatIcan §et the job done. Thank

You again for electing me. I won't let

you down.
. Kenneth R. Kent

Wheeling

A
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Wheeling voters

OK plan to save
historic clubhgus_e

By Diana WALLACE
ano Bop MCKEE
Daily Herald Staff Writers

The “gem” of Wheeling was spared from the wrecking
ball Tuesday.

By a wide margin, Wheeling voters agreed to a tax
increase to save the Chevy Chase Country Club club-
house, a 78-year-old village landmark.

In unofficial results, the referendum received 2,273 “yes”
votes — or more than 60 percent — vs. 1,450 “no” votes.

“I think what (the voters) were saying is that you don’t
necessarily need to have money as your only motivation,
that the heart and soul and what feeds you are also impor-
tant,” said an elated Darlene Brill, public relations chair
for the Friends of Chevy Chase, which waged an exten-
sive campaign to save the clubhouse.

Tuesday's referendum victory means property owners
in the Wheeling Park District will pay 7.5 cents more for
each $100 of assessed property values, raising about $2.76
million for renovations of the clubhouse at 1000 N. Mil-
waukee Ave.

That means the owner of a $125,000 home would see an
increase of about $29 in the approximately $220 he or she
paid to the park district last year.

“The voters recognized that we have a big, big asset
here,” said Laurel Anderson, chairperson for the Friends
of Chevy Chase. “We have a gem here. We really do.”

Park district officials had said that, if the referendum
failed, they would demolish the clubhouse and build a
smaller one for $1.3 million, primarily to accommodate
golfers.

But what appeared to drive supporters of the Chevy
Chase referendum was the building’s history.

The grand, English Tudor-styled building, a Prohibition-
era hot spot rumored to be a one-time haunt of legendary
gangster Al Capone, has been home to theater, dining,
dancing, casino gambling and countless community
events throughout the decades.

“I think a lot of people thought it was important to them
to maintain Chevy Chase,” said Karop T. Bavougian,
director of parks and recreation. “It's important to the vil-
lage’s past and its future ”

The tax increase is expected to give the park district,
which purchased the building in 1977, an estimated
$528,000 in annual additional revenue from the $3.9 million
the district expects to collect this year, Bavougian said.

Though the building is structurally sound, renovations
of the deteriorating ballroom, and replacement of anti-
quated windows and heating and electrical systems are
among the improvements needed, officials say.

Bavougian said any surplus revenue from the tax increase
over time could be used for other park district improvements.

With the referendum behind them, park district officials
intend to begin working on renovation plans this summer and
start construction as soon as the 1998 golf season ends.

Daily Herald Staff Writer Dwayne T. Woug con-
tributed to this report.
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Residents vote to save Chevy Chase

By CHERI BENTRUP
] STAFF WRITER

theeling residents may not be the
ones J.lsing Chevy Chase Clubhouse,
but if appears they want to see the
1920s1era local landmark remain
standing as a part of their village.

The1 celebration at Chevy Chase
Clubhpuse, 1000 N. Milwaukee Ave,,
began early as vote totals began to be
tallied. Chevy's future appeared
bright early in the evening, when at 8
p.m., with over half of the precincts
reporting, the referendum was win-
ning by more than 300 votes. '

Final, but unofficial, tallies later in
the evening proved even brighter,
when the referendum passed with a
vote of 2,305 in favor and 1,453
against the proposal. The referendum
question asked votérs whether they
supported raising park district taxes
7.5 cents per $100 assessed valuation
for the renovation of the clubhouse.
Park officials bad estimated that a
homeowner with a current tax bill of
$3,500 would pay an additional $29.46
to the clubhouse if the referendum
passed.

“We're very pleased,” said Park Di-
rector Karop Bavougian. *The

Friends of Chevy did a magnificent
job. It says something for the commu-
nity. It says they're willing to do
something to keep this building.”

Park Board commissioners began
discussing Chevy Chase and its need
for renovations in 1994 when they
hired an architectural firm to study
the building. The firm Sente & Rubel
reported that the clubhouse needed
$2.8 million in repairs, including ren-
ovations to bring it into compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities
Act.

Since receiving the report, the Park
Board held three public hearings

asking for residents’ opinions
whether to save the clubhouse or raze
it and build a facility specifically de-
signed to serve the needs of golfers at
the Chevy Chase course.

Most of those who spoke at the first
two hearings were either ballroom
dancers or country line dancers who
use the clubhouse’s ballroom for their
weekly dances. Many didn’t even live
in Wheeling and wouldn’t be paying
more taxes if the Park Board were to
decide to save the building. Only
about 12 percent of Wheeling resi-
dents use Chevy Chase, park officials
have said.

Whesling Countryside Vol 11, No.11 Published weekly by Pioneer Press, 200 Jomes St., Barrington, IL 60010. Single copy 75¢. Periodicals postage pending af Barrington, iL 60010 and additional offices. One-year subscription...$18.95. In courty only. Coll
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ENDRECORD
ENDRECORD

3X Copy CentersENDFIELD
333 E. Dundee RoadENDFIELD
Wheeling, [L 60090ENDFIELD
Attention; ManagerENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Am-Vets Post 66ENDFIELD
700 Old McHenry RoadENDFIELD.

Bob Chinn's Crabhouse RestaurantENDFIELD
393 S. Milwaukee AvenueENDFIELD
Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD

Attention: Barbara MaungENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

ENDRECORD

Bob Chinn’s Crabhouse RestaurantENDFIELD
393 S. Milwaukee AvenueENDFIELD
Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD

Attention: Frank D'AngeloENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Card & Party OQutletENDFIELD
300 McHenry RoadENDFIELD

Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD
Attention: ManagerENDFIELD

ENDRECORD

Centennial Title Inc. ENDFIELD

4709-11 W. Golf Road, Suite 1 ISENDFEIELD
Skokie, IL 60076ENDFIELD

Attention: Mark ParkinsonENDFIELD
ENDRECORD
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Chicago & Northeastern Illinois AHUENDFIELD
P.O. Box 1224ENDFIELD

Northbrook, IL 60065ENDFIELD:

c/o Stuart ShapiroENDFIELD

Chicago TribuneENDFIELD
435 N. Michigan AvenueENDFIELD

Chicago, IL 6061 IENDFIELD

Attention Christine Winter and Jerry CrimminsENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Chicago Sun-TimesENDFIELD

401 N. Wabash AvenueENDFIELD
Chicago, IL 6061 1ENDFIELD
Attention: John CarpenterENDFIELD
ENDRECORD!

Convenient Printing, Inc ENDFIELD
183 S. Wheeling RoadENDFIELD
Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD

412 N. Milwaukee AvenueENDFIELD
Wheeling, 1I. 60090ENDFIELD
Attention: Jim L., ManagerENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Daily HeraldENDFIELD

155 E. Algonquin RoadENDFIELD
Arlington Heights, [L 60004ENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Daniello's RestaurantENDFIELD

913 N. Milwaukee AvenueENDFIELD
Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD
Attention: DannyENDFIELD
ENDRECORD



Dennis ToomeyEND]
845 S. Rawson BridgeP
Cary, IL 60013ENDF]
ENDRECORD

Don Roth's Restaurant in Wheeling$
61 N. Milwaukee Avenue]
Wheeling, IL 60090END;
Attention: Joan Zimmerma

ENDRECORD.

East Side Mario'sEND:
550 S. Milwaukee AvenueENDFIELD:
Wheeling, [L. 60090ENDFIELD:
Attention: GaryENDFIELD:
ENDRECORD:

Eros Restaurant & Ice Cream ParlourENDEIELD
18 S. Dryden PlaceENDFIELD

Attention: Manager : f
ENDRBCORE

BNDRBCOR’

Gil MartmENDFIEED

Highland Park, IL 60035E5!ﬁ'
ENDRECORD:

ENDRECOM

Hackney's in Wheelin
241 S. Milwaukee Avenu
Wheeling, IL 60090
Attention: Manager



Hans' Bavarian LodgeENDFIELD

931 N. Milwaukee AvenuefENDFIELD
Wheeling, IL. 60090ENDFIELD
Attention' Tina and JaneENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Harry Caray's RestaurantENDFIELD
633 N. Milwaukee AvenueENDFIELD
Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD
Attentlon Mike LimaENDFIELD

In Working OrderENDFIELD
P.O. Box 225ENDFIELD
Wheeling, [I. 60090ENDFIELD
Attention: Jan ObrandENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Joe's PizzeriaENDFIELD

57 N. Wolf RoadENDFIELD

Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD
Attention: Ron and Ruth SauerENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Keith Morga TELD
1000 N. Mllwaukee AvenueE\iDFIELD
Wheeling, IL. 60090ENDFIELD

Assistant Superintendent of Clubhouse Services
Chevy Chase Country ClubENDFIELD!
ENDRECORD.

Lake Cook Distributors, Inc. ENDEIELD
622 Wheeling RoadENDFIELD:
Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD
Attention: Tom WebberENDFIELD:
ENDRECORD

Lewis Paper Place, Inc ENDFIELD®

236 Egidi DriveENDFIELD

Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD.
Attention: ManagerENDFIELD:
ENDRECORD



Matt's Cookiesk
482 N. Milwaukee Aven
Wheeling, IL 60090E?
Attention: Grant PierceE
ENDRECORD.

Northbrook Hilton and
Allgauer's on the Riverfron|
2855 Milwaukee AvenueEl

Nutoys Leisure Products Inc
P.O. Box 2121END]

Pioneer PressENDEIEL

291 N. Dunto »
Arlington Heights, IL 60004ENDFI]
Wheeling Countrysnde_-?,, _FIBLB
ENDRECORD'

Pita InnENDFIELD

122 S. Elmhurst RoadENDFIELD:
Wheeling, IL 60090ENBFIELD
Attention: Falah TabkhlENBFIELD
E,NDRECOM

600 Northgate Parkway, Sunte CENDF
Wheeling, IL 60090E__ 1 I;')

Attention: Al LavenEND: -
NDRECORD:

Wheeling, IL 600905NDFI:EL}3
Superintendent of Clubhouse Servnces

ENDRECORD



Arlmgton Heights, IL 60004ENDE :
ENDRECORD

Teddy Lee OrchestraBiN
711 N. Midland A
Joliet, IL 6043 SENEY
Attention: Ted Legal
ENDRECORD

The MITEC Corporati
2275 Half Day RoadE
Bannockburn, IL 6001 5
Attention: Rick SandersENE

The Weber Grill Restaurant;?;
920 N. Milwaukee AvenueE

Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFI
Attentlon TomEl\‘F EID

817 Judson Avenue 1 WE?Q
Evanston, IL 60202ENB KIELD
ENDRECORD:

Tom Todd Chevrolet Inc ENDFIELD:
700 West Dundee Road]
Wheeling, IL 6009OEND JELD
Attention: Bill StacekENDFIELD
ENDRECORD:

Vito Buffalo OrchestraBN.
6105 Londonderry Dnv_
Cary, IL 60013ENDF
Attention: Vito Buﬁalom_ SIBLD.

ENDRECORD.




Wa-Pa-Ghetti’ sENDFIEEE;’.

Chicago, TL 60603EM

Attention: Lynda GivenENDFIELD:
ENDRECORD

Wheeling, 1L 6009081%1)}25
Attention: Sheila SchwartzENEFIELD
ENDRECORD

P.O. Box 3ENDFIELD

Wheeling, IL 60090ENDFIELD
Attention: Frank SchnaitmannENDFIELD
ENDRECORD

Wheeling Archery ClubENDFIEED
386 S. Leslie LaneENBFIELB
Wheelmg, IL 60090ENDF1ELD

Wheeling Chapter AARP 43 84ENDFIELI)
P.O. Box 793ENDFIELD _

Wheeling, IL 60090ENDEIELD:
Attention: Dolly HeinENDFIELD:
ENDRECORD

Zenon CompanyENDFIELD:

400 W. Dundee Road, #1 10ENDFIELD:
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
Attention: Marty Marionk
EN})RECORD
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